
 

 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

At this time of turmoil and confusion, when the world is not sure where to turn, let 

us turn to the Word of God which is our solace and our safety.  

 

Psalm 91:1-4 Amplified Bible (AMP) 

Security of the One Who Trusts in the LORD. 

91 He who [a]dwells in the shelter of the Most High 

Will remain secure and rest in the shadow of the Almighty [whose power no enemy can 

withstand]. 
2 I will say of the LORD, “He is my refuge and my fortress, 

My God, in whom I trust [with great confidence, and on whom I rely]!” 
3 For He will save you from the trap of the fowler, 

And from the deadly pestilence. 
4 He will cover you and completely protect you with His pinions, 

And under His wings you will find refuge; 

His faithfulness is a shield and a wall. 
 

Philippians 4:6 Amplified Bible (AMP) 

6 Do not be anxious or worried about anything, but in everything [every circumstance and 

situation] by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, continue to make your [specific] 

requests known to God. 

 

The Full Gospel Church of God is a law-abiding church that fully supports and stands 

by the directives of the President of South Africa in the government’s effort to 

minimise and restrict the spread of the COVID-19 Virus. 

 

The Word of God tells us that there is no need for us to panic, although we still need 

to be vigilant and not become complacent, as the Lord grants us wisdom. This is a 

serious matter and a time in which the Church needs to live by our convictions. As 

such, the Moderateur, after our meeting today, have resolved to offer the following 

guidance as Some Practical Suggestions for Churches. As we navigate through these 

uncharted waters dealing with the COVID-19 (coronavirus) outbreak, every 

organisation seems to have a list of suggestions of how to survive. In light of those 

ideas, we thought it would be helpful to offer some specific suggestions to our 

churches as they continue to have, or seek to have, services during these difficult 

times. 

 



 

While the World Health Organisation and other health organisations offer specific health and 

medical guidance, the following suggestions are simple and practical ideas that every church should 

consider. 

 
a) Greeters/Ushers 

Having greeters/ushers open church doors for attendees will eliminate a  variety 
of people from touching the doors and handles, and will eliminate the 
greeters/ushers from shaking hands with each person. 

 
b) Offerings 

Instead of passing the “plates,” or “baskets” around, consider placing offering 
buckets at the front of the church during offering time. The congregation will 
then have to go forward to place your offering and tithes in the baskets, but this 
will alleviate the risk of infection being passed around by touching the same 
surface. 
 
We further suggest that those counting the tithes and offering make use of gloves, 
so that no contamination is passed through the money that is handled. 

 
c) Protect the Vulnerable  

Encourage the elderly and those with compromised immune systems to take extra 
precautions, including staying away from large church settings, or if possible, hold 
a special service just for them. 

 
d) Use “Social Distancing” 
 Although we come from a culture that encourages connectivity, including 
 laying on of hands and greeting each other with an embrace, this is a time to 
 step back from those traditions that could potentially spread the virus. All 
 form of hand-shaking, hugging etc. should be discouraged. 

 
e) Smaller Service Gatherings 
 Where governmental authorities are requesting that groups no larger than 100 
 people come together, consider going to smaller service venues/gatherings 
 and have multiple services throughout the week, not just on Sunday mornings. 
 

f) Emphasize Small Groups 
 If the governmental authorities are mandating that only a limited number 
 of people congregate, use Church Halls or other small groups to continue the 
 mission and focus of your local church. 
 

g) Communicate about Giving 
 Regrettably, many people will not give to your church unless they actually 
 attend services. It is important to communicate to them that all of the 
 ministries of the church are continuing and that the church needs their 
 support. Even though you are not having your regular meetings, encourage 
 them to be loyal stewards to God‘s Kingdom. Electronic giving options are 
 very helpful in these times. Remind the people that tithing is an act of 
 honouring God and not a franchise fee.  



 

h) Stop “Let’s Greet Each Other” Time 
 During times like this, the “meet and greet” times should be eliminated  during, 
 before, and after services. 
 

i) Continue to Reach Out to Your Community 
 With school closures and businesses closing, there are going to be families, 
 and especially children, that may have to go without food and other 
 necessities. Consider an outreach effort to those children who may not be 
 getting breakfast and lunch at their school. Also, consider how you can  provide 
 assistance to those that may be unemployed due to the virus  outbreak. 

 
j) Go “Electronic”  
 If you have a substantial outbreak of the coronavirus in your area, you may 
 need to go fully to an “electronic” church format. Live stream, video 
 conference, and even Facebook Live may be options that you need to 
 consider. Always remember to remind those watching to give so that the 
 ministries of the church can continue, even though they are not attending 
 church in your physical building.  

 
k) Watch Your Church Budget Closely  
 If you are unable to have church for several weeks or if your attendance is off 
 substantially for an extended period of time, it is most likely that your 
 church’s financial condition is going to deteriorate. It is important that you 
 reach out to your Bond holder (BANK), as well as to your other creditors, and 
 begin to work out payment arrangements with them immediately, rather than 
 waiting until you are in a crisis situation.  

 
l) Clean Your Church Facilities More Often 
 Any surface that your church members touch should be cleaned with an 
 alcohol-based disinfectant immediately before and following your services. 
 The World Health Organisation provides specific guidance on what products 
 are effective in killing this virus. Extra efforts should be made to protect all 
 surfaces of the church from the spread of the virus. Wash hands with soap 
 and water for at least 20secs, but due to water restrictions, refrain from 
 allowing the tap to run for 20secs. 

 
m) Extra Attention to Children Areas 

While children have not been as adversely impacted by the coronavirus as others, 
there is a concern that children may be spreading the virus. Therefore, all 
children’s areas should be cleaned thoroughly before and after every service, 
including extensive cleaning of all toys.  

 
n) Sick Staff Should Be Sent Home 

Whether the person is a paid staff person or a volunteer, they should be sent 
home if they exhibit any symptoms of being sick. Even though they may not have 
the virus, a person that is in a weakened condition could become a carrier for the 
virus. Those persons should be encouraged to stay home until they are completely 
well. 



 

o) Communion 
We have to seriously reconsider the way some are having communion. The method 
of passing the cup around is simply no longer viable and very clearly unsafe. The 
option of purchasing the individual communion cups may be expensive at first, 
but will certainly assist us in containing the spread of the virus. If this is not 
possible, ask the congregants to either bring their own little glass, or get smaller 
polystyrene disposable cups. 
 

 
 
Conclusion 

There are probably at least another hundred suggestions that you could add to this list, however, 

the goal is to create an awareness that we need to take extra precautions. 

Most importantly, I am reminded that the Bible references 365 scriptures where God tells His 

people to “Fear Not.”  Even though we are in a difficult time, we must not have a spirit of fear. Yes! 

We must take every precaution, however, we serve a God who can resolve all of these issues 

immediately. Our prayer is that He will do so, and speedily. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 
 
PASTOR S PETERSEN      PASTOR R PELSER 
MODERATOR       SECRETARY GENERAL 
 
 
 
 
 

• Please note that the above must be implemented until further notice and is 
enforceable by Law.  

 
**For further information, please see appended document. 

 


