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FORWORD 

 
The Word of God says very clearly that Jesus is the Bread of life and Evangelism is simply, one 
hungry beggar showing another hungry beggar where to find bread. Jesus is the Bread of life, that 
was brought home to me so very clearly on our recent trip into Central Africa. The first time in my 
life I saw new converts literally fighting to get hold of the written Word of God. They did not want 
food, or clothes, but rather spiritual food, for they are starving for Christian literature. It is so 
important to sow the seed, but equally important to ensure it grows, that is where this manual, 
“Growing in Grace” comes in. 
 
 
I thank God for Pastor Ferdie Warwick, a man who has passion to see the lost saved, and going to 
maturity. This manual is a tremendous tool for the gospel, and is sorely needed by Evangelist and 
Pastor alike, as part of the “tools of the trade”.  I highly recommend this manual, “Growing in Grace”. 
 
 
ANGUS BUCHAN (Farmer, Evangelist, Author) 
SHALOM MINISTRIES 
 

******************************************** 
 
In the Economy of God, there are times and seasons and there are booklets and publications that 
herald new opportunities for Christians to grow in grace. The latest discipleship course is an 
essential part of every believer’s library and this book will help you become a Contagious Christian 
and to be an effective testimony and witness to the Nations of our Nation and see God’s blessings 
heal our land. This book is an essential part of the tools that every Christian needs to equip you 
effectively to become in spreading your faith in a real authentic way. 
 
 
ERIC TOCKNELL 
HILLCREST CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP (Founder) 
(Founder of the Wimpy Group in the Southern Hemisphere, Co-author of Operation Crime Stop 
which became Business Against Crime Provincially and Nationally) 
 

******************************************** 
 
There are courses and then there are courses! 
“Growing in Grace” is very unique and practical in its approach to develop people’s lives in a 
Southern African context. The local churches need these materials … and … why re-invent the 
wheel? Your people will be guided through the practical steps from “The New You, Prayer, 
Obedience, Giving, Liberty in Christ toward personal Accountability and responsible mature 
Christian living. “Grab hold of the opportunity! 
 
 
BILL PRICE 
(Radio Presenter – National Christian Family & Youth Programmes) 
(International Motivational Christian speaker, Author for “Help, I’m a parent manual” and 13 part 
video series, Author of “Dynamic Youth Leadership” 21 part video series.) 
 
 

******************************************** 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the 1950 – 1960’s, Victor Warwick operated a gold mine in Tanganyika (Tanzania). His gold mine 
was about 100km in the bush. Victor was also a licensed professional hunter. Wesley Hurst, and 
American Missionary became acquainted with him through hunting. After a period of time, Wesley 
won Victor and family to the Lord. 
 
 
Four families of missionaries influenced the Warwick family tremendously. They taught and trained 
them through their committed lives. Victor had a tremendous desire to follow the Lord all the way, 
and asked the missionaries to come from Malawi and administer Water Baptism. It was my 
privilege to be one of those missionaries. 
 
 
Ferdie Warwick was their middle son. He joined his parents in Water Baptism. 
 
 
The political system finally forced them to move to Southern Africa. The influence of the 
missionaries never lost its power and grip on him. The Holy Spirit led Ferdie into Bible School. He 
entered the ministry full time, committed to fulfill Christ’s command to go into al the world with the 
Gospel. 
 
 
Pastor Warwick has now written a manual on making disciples- “Growing in Grace” which is a 
reflection of his experience in the Lord. He is just following through with what the missionaries 
brought to him. 
 
 
Evangelism without teaching and training is not complete. To cut down a tree in the forest and 
leave it to rot would be a loss. On the other hand, cut down a tree and saw it up into lumber – a 
house can be built; win the lost; teach the lost – God’s church will be established! Win the lost … 
lose the lost, and God’s church will erode! 
 
 
CHARITY HARRIS 
 
 
Charity Harris is a Missionary Evangelist, pioneering and building many churches. He is also a 
successful Pastor (USA), Teacher, Counsellor and Author as well as a devoted Father. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
THE COMMISSION! 

 
“Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized will be 
saved…” Mark 16:15-16. 
 
 
“Go therefore and MAKE DISCIPLES … TEACHING THEM to observe all things that I have commanded 
you.” Matt 28:19-20. 
 
 

After more than two decades of pasturing in full-time ministry, I became deeply concerned about all 
the people who make a decision to accept Jesus Christ as personal Saviour, are born again, started 
the Christian way to life, but after a while seem to lose interest. They stop serving God and detach 
themselves from the body of Christ (sometimes known as backsliding). 
 
 

After much prayer, God spoke into my spirit about how the Church “births” souls for God but is not 
“growing” these babes in Christ, so they can feed themselves, and stand on their own feet in order 
to live a victorious Christian life. Their continuous defeats have discouraged them. Generally 
speaking, the Gospel, and baptizing, BUT is failing to disciple converts! 
 
 
It is much like when a baby is born. It does not know “how” to hold the bottle and feed itself. But 
after much love, patience and indurance, there comes a time when baby wants to hold the bottle 
and feed itself. The Church has birthed the soul (baby) but we have not disciple (taught) it how to 
hold the bottle / spoon and feed itself toward growth and maturity. This discipleship course is 
compiled for the purpose of equipping the saints of God to: 
 

a) Know their place 
b) Edify the body of Christ 
c) Triumph over satanic onslaughts 

 
I trust this will inspire others as it has our assembly where stagnant lives have been revived, as 
fresh knowledge of God’s Word, commitment and excitement has ignited in their hearts to touch 
others with Jesus. 
 
 
This is by no means a thesis on the subject, but merely a tool to victory in the hands of ordinary 
people. 
 
 
Sincere thanks to the Holy Spirit for His strength and guidance, my darling wife Ria, daughters 
Yréne and Adele for their encouragement. I am grateful to Nicole Foord for her support and 
unselfish contribution. Last but not least, the Holy Spirit for his strength and guidance. 
 
“For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil.” 1 John 
3:8. 
 
Ferdie Warwick 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
Ferdie is married to Ria and they have two daughters (both married) and they have 4 
grandchildren.  
 
 
He was born in 1944 in Tanganyika (now Tanzania), and came to know the Lord through American 
(Assemblies of God) missionaries whom he got acquainted with. His father owned a gold mine and 
was a big game hunter.  In 1963 the family immigrated to South Africa. Ferdie learned the trade of 
“fitting and turning” and had a transport business. He graduated from Theological College in 1969. 
In 1970 he and his wife Ria, pioneered and planted a Church in Roodepoort, Johannesburg where 
he pastured for 10 years. In 1980 he and his family moved to Amanzimtoti (near Durban) where he 
is Senior Pastor of Sweet Waters Church. 
 
 
Ferdie is director and founder of Word on Wheels Mission organization, which trains and equips 
pastors and evangelists to spread the Gospel mainly through the effective use of visual material 
(Hearts harts). Pastors and Evangelists from the following countries have been trained and 
equipped with this material: Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Madagascar, Malawi, Mozambique, South 
Africa, Swaziland, Sudan, Burundi, Rwanda, DRC, Congo, Namibia, Benin, Cameroon, Ethiopia, 
Angola, Reunion, Botswana, Lesotho, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 
 
 
He is the author of the discipleship course Growing in Grace, which is being used throughout 
churches in South Africa across the denominations. It has been translated into Zulu, Portuguese, 
and Afrikaans. The Growing in Grace has also been taken to Australia, Russia, America, Austria, 
Germany, Pakistan, the U.K. and New Zealand to disciple converts. 
 
 
Ferdie is also author of the booklet “The Way to God” which is for new converts. It has been 
translated into 9 languages. 
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     THE NEW YOU 
 
 

         John 3:1-21 
 
 
OBJECTIVE 
To help the new convert understand his position as a born again child of God. 
 
PRECLASS PREPARATION 
A4 file, pen / pencil, note paper, highlighter and Bible. 
It is important to look up (and highlight/mark) each scripture, as well as fill in all “missing” words. 
 
*A 
 

 

HOW CAN I KNOW I’M BORN AGAIN? 

(Read Scriptures) 

 

1. Awareness of sin – 1 John 1:8, 10 

2. Willing obedience – 1 John 2:3-5; 29 

3. Freedom from life-style of sin – 1 John 3:9, 5:18 

4. Love for other Christians – 1 John 3:14, 4:7-8 

5. Belief – 1 John 5:1 

6. Overcoming Satan and the world – 1 John 2:13-14, 5:4 
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INTRODUCTION 
Throughout history, God has given every individual a chance to accept His eternal plan of salvation. 
Sadly, most people have rejected it and so will suffer forever. 
 
Thus, accepting Jesus Christ as our own personal Saviour is the most significant decision we could 
ever make during our lifetime. Instead of being destined for hell, we will now spend eternity with 
the Lord Jesus Christ. No longer living life in vain, we now have a reason to live with eternal results. 
The emptiness inside has been filled by Him. 
 
The devil also knows of our new life in Jesus Christ. His desire for us to reject God’s salvation is no 
longer in effect. However, he now will exert every effort to keep us from growing close to God and 
fulfilling God’s plan for our life.  
What a privilege to be part of the family of God! This course is going to explore some of those 
privileges, as well as the responsibilities that go with them. We will discover that God has given us a 
___________________  _____________________________ (1 Peter 2:9, 10).  He has promised to provide for our 
basic needs (Matthews 6:31-33). 
 
He grants us the privilege of communicating with Him and calling Him ___________________________ 
(Romans 8:15).  He loves us enough to give us discipline and instruction (Hebrews 12:5-11).  He has 
promised us an eternal inheritance (Romans 8:17).  He gives us the gift of the Holy Spirit - (Luke 
11:11-13), and He helps us in time of need (Hebrews 4:14-16).  But most of all, He accepts us 
(Ephesians 1:5, 6). 
 
The very Creator of the Universe is willing to enter into this special ___________________________ with 
anyone who will trust Him, believe in Him, serve Him, and obey Him! To grasp this great truth is to 
be well on the way to understanding the remainder of Christian doctrine. Christian conversion is 
really a miracle, a new birth into a new life! 
  

John 3:1, 2: “There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, 
a ruler of the Jews: the same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him...” 

 
“What does it mean to be “born again?” 

*B 
The new birth Jesus was talking about in John 3 is a supernatural birth – the work of the Holy Spirit. 
The new birth is not the product of good works or human effort but is the result of the direct 
intervention of God through the Holy Spirit. 
  
We are not Christians by virtue of a religious heritage. This point had to be emphasized to the Jews, 
who considered themselves “sons of Abraham” and a holy people because of their nationality. This, 
however, did not assure them of a place in God’s favour as they thought. Jesus upset their notion of 
special privilege as Jews when He insisted they must have a new supernatural birth. 
  
Many people today think they are Christians because of church affiliation, parental connection with 
a church, or the performance of some ritual, such as water baptism or Holy communion. This is a 
false assurance. The Bible makes it clear that salvation is the inner, personal achievement of the 
Holy Spirit – not the fruit of any human effort or advantage. 
  
If we depend for our salvation on anything less than a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, we 
have no real _______________________________ of entering God’s kingdom. We are building on a false hope. 
But if we have experienced the new birth by putting our faith in Christ and asking Him to forgive 
our sins, we can rejoice in knowing we are truly His child. 
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Changed! 
You may be thinking, “How do I know for sure that I’m a child of God?” Perhaps that question can be 
answered in one word: “changed”. When the Holy Spirit brings us to new life in Christ, important 
changes take place in our lives. 
 
Read 2 Corinthians 5:17 (KJV – “Behold” = take note, see, check it out, observe) 
 
This scripture give a clear picture of the kind of changes that mark the child of God. 
 
There’s love in this family! 
One outstanding trait of a Christian is a quality of __________________ that goes deeper than human 
love.  When we are born again, God gives us a new “heart” – that is, He gives us the ability to love 
and truly care for others.  He also gives us new “eyes” – the ability to see good in others, and to see 
hope in all situations.  This love is able to forgive others, to bear up under trying circumstances and 
unkind treatment, and to give good in return for evil.  It is the kind of love Jesus displayed when He 
died on the Cross.   
 
Family traits are visible even in newborn babies.  As a child grows, these characteristics become 
more evident.  As Christians, we receive the Heavenly Father’s likeness – His nature.  As we 
_______________ in Him, these traits become more pronounced.  The desire of every true Christian is to 
be more like Him.   
 
Even though we don’t always appreciate it, one aspect of being part of a family is discipline.  A 
loving, wise, parent has a _______________________ for his child’s behaviour and attitudes.  When 
another undesirable pattern begins to develop, action may need to be taken! 
 

 
LOVING CORRECTION 
Dictionary definitions: 

 
PUNISH 
(1) To impose a penalty on for a fault, 

offence or violation. 
(2) To inflict a penalty in retribution or 

retaliation. 
 
DISCIPLINE 
(1) Instruction 
(2) Training that perfects, moulds, or 

corrects moral character. 
 

 
   
 

 
 

“What is the difference between discipline and 
punishment?” 
 
God does not discipline us as an act of retaliation.  
When life’s situations appear to be working against 
us, it is not a sign that we have “angered” God and 
He is punishing us.  People who perceive God as a 
punishing authority figure live their Christian lives 
out of ___________________ of His anger, rather than 
out of faith in His love and care. 
 
God may use different forms of discipline, but His 
main purpose is correction and instruction – not 
punishment.  Sometimes He corrects us through 
the example of other Christians.  Most often He 
speaks to us through the teaching of the 
________________________.  He also uses the experiences 
of life to help us grow in spiritual depth and 
understanding.  When God deals with our faults 
and weaknesses, it is because He loves us.

*C 
The witness of the Spirit 
When we become Christians, our whole _______________________ is changed, including our emotions.  Old 
feelings are replaced with new ones:  love for animosity, joy for despair, peace for turmoil, etc.  Feelings, 
however, can fluctuate.  We may have times when we don’t “feel” saved and doubt sets in.  At such 
times, keep trusting Christ and believing His Word.  We are still God’s child – whether we feel like it or 
not! 
*D 
The leading of the Spirit 
The Spirit of God leads us in three principle ways: to accept Christ, to alter our behaviour, and to enter 
Christian service.  Our intuitions must always be consistent with the Bible. 
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ASSIGNMENT 

 

“What Happened When I got Saved and What is  
My New Relationship with God?” 

 
Our decision to trust Jesus Christ as our personal Saviour is the greatest decision we could ever make.   
However, it is very unlikely that we understand the true significance of what has happened in our lives. 
 
1. There are only two spiritual families in the World. 
 

A. THE DEVIL’S FAMILY 
1. John 8:44 speaks of a group of people who are “of their father the devil.” -  see also 

John 8:38 
 
2. We enter this family by birth through our physical father, who is ultimately a 

descendant of Adam.  Genesis 5:3 shows that the descendants of Adam are born in 
Adam’s image and likeness which is that of a fallen sinner. 

 
3. We inherited our sin nature from our father Adam.  Romans 5:12 states:  “Wherefore, as 

by one man (Adam) sin entered into the world, and death by sin, and so death passed 
upon all men, for that all have sinned.” 

 
4. Romans 5:12 also states that as a result of our sin we were sentenced to die. 

a. Romans 6:23 “The wages of sin is death…” 
b. 1 Corinthians 15:22 “… In Adam all die…” 

 
 

B. GOD’S FAMILY 
1. John 1:12-13 says, “But as many as received him (that is our decision to trust Jesus Christ 

as our Saviour), to them gave he power to become the sons of God (our entrance into 
God’s family), even to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood, nor 
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man (it is not a physical birth), but of God.”  (It is 
a spiritual birth). 

 
2. We also enter God’s family by birth; but it is a spiritual birth by our Heavenly Father.  

John 3:3 states, “Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  
 
3. This new birth puts us into God’s family in exactly the same way our physical birth puts 

us into our father’s family.  We are now sons of God by birth. 
 
4. As a result of our new birth, we have inherited God’s divine nature, and we now have 

eternal life. 
a.     John 6:47 “He that believeth on me hath (present tense) everlasting life”  
 
b.    John 3:36 “He that believeth on the Son hath (present tense) everlasting   life…” 
 
c.    1 John 5:12 “He that hath the Son hath (present tense) life...” 
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2. Being in God’s family separates us from the devil’s family. 

A. Our body is now the temple of the Holy Ghost.  God’s Holy Spirit lives inside us.   
1 Corinthians 6:19 

 
B. 2 Corinthians 6:14 -18 commands the believer to maintain a difference between himself 

and the unsaved. 
 

C. The new life is perfectly summarized for us in 2 Corinthians 5:17-18,  “Therefore, if any man 
be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become 
new. And all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ….” 

 
3. What is our relationship with God now?   
 

A. He is our Heavenly Father, and we are his child.  1 John 2:1 says:  “My little children, these 
things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” 
 

B. Now that we are saved, God no longer deals with us as a sinner, He deals with us as sons.     
 

C. That relationship is pictured by the earthly relationship between a father and his son. 
1. A good father loves and cares for his son – 1 Peter 5:7. 

2. A good father protects his son – Matthew 18:6 

3. A good father provides for his son – Philippians 4:19 

4. A good father guides and teaches his son – John 14:26 

5. A good father helps his son – Psalm 46:1 

6. A good father encourages his son – Philippians 4:13 

7. A good father disciplines his son – Hebrews 12:5-11 

8. A good father feeds his son – Matthew 4:4 

9. A good father has a plan for his son – Romans 8:28-29 
 

D. A good father will NEVER do anything to purposely hurt his son.  He will only do those 
things which will help him grow and mature into the young man he wants him to be.  Your 
heavenly Father operates in the same way, only His ways are perfect.  Unlike earthly fathers 
who sometimes err, God never makes a mistake in His dealings with His sons. 

           
Matthew 7:11  “If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how 

much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that 
ask him?” 

 
4. We do not lose our physical nature at the time of our spiritual birth. 

A. That is obvious because we are still alive! 

B. We now have two natures. 

1. Old nature – physical, sinful, in Adam’s image. 

2. New nature – spiritual, perfect, in God’s image. 
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C. Both natures are present constantly.  The one that will control you is the one you feed the 

most. 

1. Colossians 3:5-10 

2. 2 Corinthians 4:14-18 

 
5. Basic questions. 

A. Will I sin after I am saved? 

Yes, I still have my old sin nature.  Romans 7:25 

 

B. How does my sin affect my relationship with my Father? 

God does not kick me out of His family.  When I sin, He disciplines me as a son.             

Hebrews 12:5-11. 

 

C. What should I do when I sin? 

Confess it and trust the blood of Jesus Christ to cleanse me. 

1 John 1:6-10; Proverbs 28:13 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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REVISION OF ASSIGNMENT(Lesson 1) 

1. Who are the two spiritual fathers mentioned in John 8:38?  Give a scripture reference to 

support both answers. 

A. ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. How does an individual enter the devil’s family? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. How does an individual enter into God’s family? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Why are people sentenced to die after their physical or first birth? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. List three verses that promise eternal life. 

A. ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. List two reasons why a Christian in God’s family is different than a non-Christian in the 

devil’s family. 

A. ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. God now deals with us as His ______________________ rather than a ____________________________. 

8. Our new relationship with God can be seen through the earthly father and child 

relationship.  List nine ways God deals with us as His children. 

A. __________________________________________ B. ___________________________________________ 

C.    __________________________________________ D. __________________________________________ 

E.  ___________________________________________ F. ___________________________________________ 

G.  ___________________________________________ H. ___________________________________________ 

I.  ___________________________________________ 
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9. What would be the reason for one nature to overpower the other nature? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

             _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. When a Christian chooses to continue in a particular sin, what can he expect from God? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

             _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. According to 1 John 1:9, when we confess our sins to God, the He will ________________________ 

us and ________________________ us from all unrighteousness. 

 

12. Briefly explain the primary purpose of this lesson. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

KEY MEMORY VERSES 

Romans 5:12; John 3:3; 1 John 1:9 

 

In many churches today, some popular teachings are: 

1. All mankind is part of one large family of God. 

2. All mankind must earn their way to heaven. 

3. All mankind can get to heaven through any way they choose. 

4. If there is such a thing as sin, it must be confessed to another man or a church 

leader. 

We should understand that these teachings are false. 
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Lesson 2 
 

A DIET FOR  
CHRISTIAN GROWTH 

 
1 Peter 2:1-3; 2 Peter 3:18 

 

OBJECTIVE 
 
To encourage the new Christian to develop spiritually through a balanced diet of Bible reading,  
prayer, witnessing, and Christian fellowship. 
 
The Bible is very explicit about the nature, needs, and potential of the _________________  _______________.   
This is the area where God works to bring life, meaning, and salvation.   
God communicates with man through this unseen or spiritual part of his being.  When one  
becomes a Christian, the transformation or rebirth begins in the heart – the centre of the  
affections, longings, and the thought patterns. 
 
The apostle Paul refers to the “inward man” (Romans 7:22).  Peter speaks of “the hidden  
man of the heart” (1 Peter 3:4). 
 
Both are referring to the spiritual part of man, which is made alive through the work of the  
Holy Spirit in regeneration (John 3:6). 
 
Just as the physical body requires a balanced diet and adequate exercise to develop, so the  
spiritual life requires a “balanced diet”.  The pattern for balance is given in the Scriptures  
and is seen in the life of the early Church:  “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’  
doctrine (Bible study) and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers….And the Lord  
added to the church daily such as should be saved (evangelism)” (Acts 2:42, 47). 
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AVery special milk: Bible reading 
 
 
 
 
A hearty appetite is a healthy sign of life!  New Christians soon discover 
an intense ______________________________ to know God and to 
_______________________ His Word. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

People who have never had an interest in the Bible find it a fascinating Book once they have met the  
Author! 
 
Just as milk _____________________ the newborn, so the study of God’s Word strengthens the inner life of the 
believer.  The ________________________ of Bible reading are many.  The psalmist found cleansing and a 
 _____________________________ to sin through God’s Word (Psalm 119:9-11). God’s Word is also a source of  
encouragement (Psalm 119:14, 28), guidance (vs 133), peace (vs 165), and illumination (vs 130).   
But milk, to be beneficial, must be taken into the body and absorbed into one’s system. 
 
 
 

Question 
 
 

“How can a Christian hide God’s Word in his or her heart?” 
*A 
Memorization, Scripture songs, listening to Scripture tapes, meditating (i.e. thinking, reviewing the 
Scripture). 
The Bible is really a library of 66 different books, written by about 40 authors and representing periods 
of time extending over about 1600 years. This “library” represents the revelation of God to man 
throughout history. 
*B 
In the front of our Bibles is the “title” page.  The Scriptures consist of the Old Testament, or Hebrew 
Bible, and the New Testament, which is the first-century Christian Scriptures, written in Greek.  The 
main sections of the Bible are:  The Pentateuch, the Books of History, the Books of Poetry, the Major 
Prophets, the Minor Prophets, the Gospels and Acts, the Epistles, and the Book of Revelation.  It is good 
that we become familiar with the structure of the Bible so we are able to find references readily. 

 
 
 
 
You can talk with your Father:  Prayer 
 
A second area vital to spiritual growth is communication with God 
through prayer. 
Prayer can take various forms, including: 
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1.       Worship.  This is a prayer of adoration, recognizing God as Creator and Master. 
2.       Thanksgiving.  This prayer expresses gratitude to God for His acts on our behalf. 

3. Petition.  This is simply making our needs known to God and asking for His help. 

4. Confession.  This is a prayer of repentance in which we seek God’s help when we fail. 

5. Intercession.  This is prayer on behalf of the needs of others. 
 
The words we use in prayer aren’t as important as the _________________________________ of our hearts.  We 
commune with God at any time and any place.  His ears are open to the cries of His children. 
 
The Christian life is meant to be ____________________________________.  Christian testimony takes two forms:  
what we are and what we say.  Each Christian has a personal responsibility to be a light to his or her 
corner of the world.  The hardest place to be a witness is at home in front of unbelieving family 
members.  Here the challenge will be the greatest – demanding patience, love, and humility. 
 
Tell the Whole World:  Witnessing 
 

 
 

“How can a person witness for Christ at home? On the job? 

At school? In the neighbourhood?” 

 
 
*C 
 
 
 
 
 

Pray for creativity in presenting your witness – and keep your sense of humour when people seem to 
reject you or your testimony.  Each person must make a personal decision to accept Christ.  A witness 
merely points the way.  Just be sure you make the message plain and simple!  One of the joys of 
Christianity is that it is a corporate experience.  No one has to go it alone! 
 
When two or more Christians gather in worship or fellowship, Christ __________________________ the group.  
This is one reason why church attendance is so important.  We ___________________________ from each other 
and support each other in the Christian walk. 
 
Mutual support:  Fellowship 

 
 
 
 
Fellowship is part of our Christian witness.  The love Christians display for 
each other is to be a neon sign announcing to the world that the Christian 
message is real.  This love is shown in practical ways:  praying for each 
other, refusing to judge one another or to spread confidences, giving to 
each other’s needs, and speaking words of encouragement and affirmation 
to each other. 
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Great damage is done to the cause of Christ when Christians bicker and fight among themselves.  We 
should make it a __________________________ to maintain a loving relationship with other Christians and to 
work for understanding in the body of Christ.  It is this special quality of fellowship, with Christ in the 
centre that we call the Church.  It is essential to a balanced Christian life. 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
This lesson began with the idea of a balanced “diet” for a healthy Christian.  To stay on the diet requires 
self-discipline.  The four areas mentioned must become a regular part of your Christian life. 
 
You may struggle in some areas, but stay with it.  The goal is to ___________________________ up to be like our 
elder Brother, Jesus Christ.  He has promised to bring us to maturity as we follow Him in love and 
obedience.   
 
Bible reading, prayer, witnessing, and fellowship – these are the means that Christ has chosen to bring 
_____________________ and wholeness to the life of the Christian.  Through this balanced life-style our inner 
man is nourished and made strong. 
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ASSIGNMENT 
 

“What is the Significance of the Bible  

in My Life” 

 
What separates Christianity from any “religion” in the world is its claim to an absolute written authority 
from God.  Having the Word of God is essential to a Christian’s growth in the grace and knowledge of 
Jesus Christ.  The standards by which a Christian is to govern his life in every detail are found in the 
pages of the Word of God 
 
1. The Word of God is active in salvation. 

A. 1 Peter 1:23 says a man is born again “BY THE WORD OF GOD.”  The Word of God is the agent 
which brings about the new birth. 

 
B. Ephesians 2:8-9 says, “For by grace are ye saved through faith…” 
 Romans 10:17 says, “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing BY THE WORD OF GOD.” 
 
C. James 1:21 says the Word of God is “…..able to save your souls.” 
 
D. Paul’s summary of the Gospel contains four parts in 1 Corinthians 15:1-4: 

 
1. Jesus Christ died for our sins. 
2. Was buried 
3. Rose from the dead. 
4. ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES 

 
E. We must believe what the Bible says about sin, our condition, and God’s plan of salvation in 

order to be saved.      
 

2. Since we are saved by the Word of God, it must be our absolute, infallible guide to tell us how to   
live. 
A. Every major purchase (car, appliance, etc.) is accompanied by an owner’s manual which 

tells us how to operate it.  If we don’t go by the book, it won’t work.   
 

B. The Bible is God’s “owner’s manual” for our life.  God would not save us and call us to service 
without clear, exact directions; but we must “go by the book”. 

 
3.     What is the purpose of the Word of God for a Christian? 

A. The Word of God equips us for service “That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works.”   
2 Timothy 3:16-17; Ephesians 6:10-18. 
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B. The Word of God sustains us.  This is illustrated in the Bible as “spiritual food” Job 23:12 and 

Jeremiah 15:16.  It is a complete and balanced diet. 

1. Milk    - 1 Peter 2:2 

2. Honey   - Psalms 119:103;  Proverbs 16:24 
3. Apples   - Proverbs 7:2; 25:11 
4. Bread   - Luke 4:4 
5. Water   - Isaiah 55:10-11;  Ephesians 5:26 
6. Meat   - Hebrews 5:12-14; 1 Corinthians 3:1-2 
7. Vegetables  - Psalm 78:24 

 
C. The Word of God keeps us clean to please God. 

Psalm 119:9-11;  John 15:3 

 
4.  Is the Bible completely reliable?  

It is more sure than the audible voice of God.  This is a very critical point.  It must be understood 

that all “experiences” are to be judged by an infallible standard which is greater than any 

experience.  Peter said the Word of God was MORE SURE than the physical appearance and audible 

voice of God.   

 
See 2 Peter 1:16-21 compared with Matthew 17:1-9.   
The universe was created by the spoken word of God.   
Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33:6; Genesis 1:3 

 
5. How do I learn the Bible? 

A. The Holy Spirit of God will lead and guide us into all truth.  God may use other instruments to 

aid in teaching (books, tapes, preachers, etc.) but ultimately, truth is revealed by the Holy Spirit.   

 John 14:26; John 16:13-15 

 
B. The Bible is learned by comparing scripture with scripture, relying on God’s Spirit to teach us 

and not our own natural intellect.  “The natural man receiveth not the things of the spirit of 

God.”   

1 Corinthians 2:9-16 

 
6.  A Brief history of the Bible. 

A. A total of 66 books 

B. Written by more than 40 authors. 

C. Written over a time span of about 2000 years 

D. Totally accurate in matters of history and prophecy. 

E. Not one contradiction. 

F. Fits together perfectly as if written by one man. 

G. THE MIDDLE OF THE BIBLE is Psalm 118:8.  “It is better to trust in the Lord than to put 

confidence in man.”  The middle two words in that verse are “the Lord.”  The Lord is the centre 

of the Bible. 
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7.     A famous quote concerning the Bible: 

“The Bible contains the mind of God, the state of man, the way of salvation, the doom of sinners, and 
the happiness of believers.  Its doctrines are holy, its precepts are binding, its histories are true, and 
its decisions are immutable. 
 
Read it to be wise, believe it to be safe, and practice it to be holy.  It contains light to direct you, food 
to support you, and comfort to cheer you.  It is the traveller’s map, the pilgrim’s staff, the pilot’s 
compass, the soldier’s sword, and the Christian’s charter. 
 
Here paradise is restored, heaven opened, and the gates of hell disclosed.  Christ is its grand subject, 
our good its design, and the glory of God its end.  It should fill the memory, rule the heart, and guide 
the feet. 
 
Read it slowly, frequently, prayerfully.  It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory, and a river of 
pleasure.  It is given to us in life, will be open at the judgment, and be remembered forever.  It 
involves the highest responsibility, rewards the greatest labour, and condemns all who trifle with 
its holy contents.” 

 
8.     Basic questions. 

A. Where should I start reading? 

 As a young Christian, focus on the primary places which deal with our new relationship with our 
Heavenly Father.  The Gospel of John, the Epistle of 1 John, and Psalm 119 are excellent places to 
begin. 

 
1. The Gospel of John is written that we might believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.  John 20:31. 

2. The Epistle of 1 John is written that we might have complete assurance of salvation.       1 

John 5:13. 

3. Psalm 119 is the greatest chapter in the Bible on a man’s love for the Word of God. 

 
B. What if I find something I don’t understand? 

1. Don’t get upset about it, God will reveal it to us in time – when you are ready.  John 16:12. 

2. Live what we do understand. God will not give us more than we are capable of handling.  As 

we put into practice the things we are learning, God will entrust us with more. 
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REVISION OF ASSIGNMENT (Lesson 2) 
 

1. The Word of God is active in our salvation.  Briefly explain how the following verses apply 

to this.  

A. 1 Peter 1:23 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. Romans 10:17 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. James 1:21 ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What are the four key elements of the Gospel according to 1 Corinthians 15:1-4? 

A. ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What are the major purposes of the Word of God in the Christian’s life? 

A. ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. From 2 Timothy 3:16-17, we understand that all scripture is profitable for the following.  

Name four: 

A. ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. The Bible is likened to God’s “owner’s manual” for our life.  Briefly explain why this is. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Our physical bodies need food in order to function properly.  Our Spiritual body needs 

food also.  Give two scripture references that show us this: 

A. ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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7. According to 2 Peter 1:16-21, the Bible is ___________________  ___________________ than the 

___________________ of God.  The Bible judges all of man’s _____________________________because it 

is an ________________________________________________________________________________. 

 

8. According to Genesis 1 and 2, man’s theory of evolution is a lie.  What do we learn from 

the following verses regarding this subject? 

A. Hebrews 11:3 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. Psalm 33:6 __________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. We learned from point 5 that the ____________________________ guides us into all truth.  The 

Bible is also learned by ___________________________ scripture with ________________________ and 

depending on God’s Spirit to teach us. 

 

10. According to 1 Corinthians 2:9-16, why can’t unsaved people properly understand what 

the Bible teaches? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. The middle of the Bible is _______________________.  It is no coincidence that the middle two 

words of this verse are “__________________________________________________”. 

 

12. Briefly explain the primary purpose of this lesson. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

KEY MEMORY VERSES 

 

2 Peter 1:21;  Psalm 119:9;  2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 

Many popular attitudes about the Bible are: 

 

1. The Bible is just another religious book written by men. 

2. The Bible can only be understood by the “clergy” or by years of formal 

education. 

3. In order to understand the true meanings of the scriptures, you must study 

Greek and Hebrew. 

 

We should understand that these attitudes are wrong and why? 
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Lesson 3 
 
 

PRAYER 
 
 

Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6 
 

OBJECTIVE 
 
To learn how to systematically and frequently “talk”/communicate with our heavenly Father. 
 
 
PRAYER – THE SOURCE OF POWER 
Nothing is beyond the reach of prayer because God Himself is the focus of prayer.  “Prayer is the contact 
of a living soul with God.  In prayer, God stoops to kiss man, to bless man, and to aid in everything that 
God can devise or man can need.” 
 
What exactly is prayer?  Basically, prayer is the simplest act a creature of God can perform.  It is divine 
____________________________ with our heavenly Father.  Prayer does not require advanced education.  
Knowledge is not a prerequisite to engage in it.  Only an act of the will is required to pray. 
 
Prayer is the vision of the believer.  It gives eyes to our faith.  In prayer we see beyond ourselves and 
__________________ spiritual eyes on God’s infinite power.  Prayer is also man’s ultimate indication of trust 
in his heavenly Father.  Only in prayer do we surrender our problems completely to God and ask for 
divine intervention. 
 
Prayer is not optional.  On the contrary, it is quite obligatory.  Where there is an absence of prayer, 
there will be an absence of power.  Where there is frequency of prayer there will be a continuing display 
of God’s power.  God said, “If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, 
and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, 
and will heal their land.”  (2Chron.7:14). 
 
The simple act of prayer links a sovereign God to a finite man.  When man prays, God responds.  Difficult 
situations change.  Unexplained miracles occur.  But when we neglect the closet of prayer we remove 
ourselves from the focus of God’s power.  In prayer we ________________________ ourselves to the purpose 
and power of God and He is able to do things through us that He couldn’t do otherwise. 
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To spend little time with Jesus is to accomplish little in Jesus.  
Simply stated, there is no true spiritual growth apart from the 
devotional habit.  Consistency in prayer is the evidence of true 
commitment.  Our prayer expresses our commitment to Christ.   
By talking to God we affirm our basic decision to __________________ 
on Him.  If we seldom talk with God, it indicates He plays a 
secondary role in our lives.  Soon the world commands more of 
our attention than God does. 
 
The moment we determine to pray daily, Satan fills our path with 
distracting hindrances.  Job responsibilities increase.  The children demand more time.  It seems we are 
more weary than usual.  
 
Carefully mark this in your mind:  It is possible to make time for prayer! 
 
Only as we apply our knowledge of prayer to the actual __________________________ of prayer will we 
discover the practical power of prayer!! 
 
Prayer is much more than mere theoretical power – it is practical power.  But to tap this practical power 
we must willingly sacrifice much time. 
 
“In these days there is no time to pray; but without time, and a lot of it, we shall never learn to pray.  It 
ought to be possible to give God one hour out of twenty- four all to Himself.” 
 
Systematic prayer adds health to the devotional habit.  Most tasks in life are accomplished 
systematically.  In fact, without a systematic approach to life, many goals would remain unreached. 
 
“Prayer does not come naturally to men.  It must be learned.  Learning to pray … Includes knowledge of 
the laws governing prayer as well as experience gained in the practice of prayer.   Prayer must be 
nourished and cultivated if it is to grow.” 
 
Lord, TEACH US how to pray! 
 
Prayer is not a________________________ at all, but the _____________________________ of  a ___________________________ 
between man and God.  The highest goal of the devotional habit is to strengthen this relationship. 
 
“Why pray?”  First, because Jesus calls us to prayer.  Secondly, because prayer works 
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FOLLOW A PATTERN OF PRAYER 

Matthew 6:9-13 

 

OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN; HALLOWED BE THY NAME. 
Begin with thanks and praise and worship for: 

1. Who we are in Him – child, heir, privilege position, etc. 

2. What we have in Him – provision, protection, security, fulfillment, etc. 

3. Who He is – His character e.g. patient, kind, faithful, forgiving. 

4. For what He has done – providing, caring, supplying, protecting, healing, and forgiving. 

 

THY KINGDOM COME, THY WIL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN. 
Pray for His will, designs, plans, and purposes: 

1. In our life. 

2. For those closest to us: family, relatives, friends and church. 

3. For those further away – all saints, rulers, the sick, our enemies – our country, employers. 

 

GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD – 
Pray for ALL our needs: 

1. For personal needs – strength, wisdom, protection, anointing, etc. 

2. For family needs – each individual family member.  General family needs. 

3. For church and for friends etc. 

 

FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS AS WE FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS. 
1. Confess our private sins against God e.g. hurt, pride, jealousy, stubbornness, lukewarmness. 

2. Confess our sins that involve others – failures to love, forgive, be kind etc. 

3. Now consciously and deliberately speak out forgiveness to all who in any way have offended us.  

Make sure our conscience is clear before God and man. 

 

LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL 
Pray that God may keep us free from sin, clean, pure, on guard against Satan, the world and the flesh. 

 

FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, THE POWER AND THE GLORY, FOREVER, AMEN! 
End our prayer by delighting ourself in our God through praise for His greatness, His absolute authority 

and His almighty control and His unchanging faithfulness. 

 

COME AWAY FROM OUR PRAYER TIME CONFIDENT,  

RADIANT AND TRIUMPHANT 
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ASSIGNMENT 
 

“How Important is Prayer in My Life?” 

 
Someone once said that a Christian is only as strong as his prayer life.  There is a great deal of truth in 

this because prayer is simply our direct communication to God.  When we read the Bible, God speaks 

to us; and when we pray, we speak to God.  Our personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ cannot 

grow without proper communication. 

1. What is the purpose of prayer? 

A. It is NOT to move God for us, or change His mind; it is for us to be conformed to His will. 

 

B. A proper prayer life results in peace of heart and mind.  Philippians 4:6-7 

 

C. To draw us close to God so He can prove His sufficiency for every need. 

 

1. God is active in every detail of our life, and He knows exactly what we need  even 

before we ask.   

Matthew 6:8 

2. God allows needs to come into our life so He can draw us to Him to meet with Him.  

Psalm 50:15 

3. The most dangerous time in our life is when every single need is met, and we have 

need of nothing – including God.   

Revelation 3:16-17. 

4. God uses those needs to draw us to a place where He can bless us and reveal to us that 

our only real need is simply the Lord Jesus Christ and His grace.  The classic example of 

this tremendously important principle is Paul’s thorn in the flesh.   

2 Corinthians 12:7-10. 

5. This is why it is absolutely essential to give thanks for everything including and 

especially the need and difficult times in our life.   

1 Thessalonians 5:18 

6. That is also why it is absolutely essential to develop a consistent prayer attitude where 

our first reaction in a difficult moment is to go to God in prayer.   

1 Thessalonians 5:17. 

 

2. How do I pray? 

A. First, Romans 8:26-27 makes it clear that we don’t always know how to pray or what to pray 

for.  That is why the Holy Spirit who lives inside us intercedes for us in prayer. 

 

B. But there are some basic guidelines. 

1. Pray always – develop a lifestyle of prayer.   

1 Thessalonians 5:17; Luke 18:1 
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2. Don’t repeat the same words over and over.   

Matthew 6:7 

3. Talk to the Lord as a friend.  He is our friend!   

John 15:13-14; Exodus 33:11; Proverbs 18:24. 

4. Realize that we have DIRECT access to God personally.  We do not need to go through 

any man to talk to God.  

1 Timothy 2:5; Ephesians 2:18. 

 

C. Be sure to keep our basic relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ proper.  There are some 

things in our lives which will hinder our prayers. 

1. Unconfused sin.  Isaiah  59:1-2;  Psalm 66:18 

2. An unforgiving spirit.   Matthew 6:14-15 

3. Bitterness towards your mate (as well as others)  1 Peter 3:7 

4. Not asking.  James 4:2 

5. Asking with selfish or other wrong motives.  James 4:3; Proverbs 21:13. 

6. Insensitivity to the Word of God.  Proverbs 28:9 

 

3. There are four basic types of prayer.  1 Timothy 2:1 

A. Supplication – specific requests.  Philippians 4:6 says to “…. Let your requests made know 

unto God.”  Too many prayers are wasted because they are so general.  For example:  “God 

please give me a blessing.”  “Which one?  How do you want Me to bless you?” 

B. Prayers – the term used to classify all communication with God. 

C. Intercession - prayers for others.  This is important to keep our motives pure and keep our 

selfish eyes off ourselves. 

D. Giving of thanks - Psalm 100:4 makes it clear that we enter the presence of God through 

thanksgiving and praise. 

 

4. Keep track of our prayer requests. 

A. Making a list will help us remember what to pray for.  Otherwise our prayer life will not be 

consistent. 

B. Keeping a list of answered prayers is tremendously important to reinforce our faith in God’s 

ability to answer prayer. 

 

5. Basic questions. 

A. Does God answer all my prayers? 

Yes, but not always the way we may want Him to, or at the time we want Him to.  As we 

learned in Lesson 1, God is our Heavenly Father and all His ways are perfect.  There will be 

times when in His infinite wisdom, the best answer to prayer will be “NO” or “NOT YET”.  In 

those times, simply trust Him. 
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B. How important is it to pray for others? 

1. Paul prayed for others continually (Romans 1:9) and requested prayer on many 

occasions.   

Hebrews 13:18; 2 Thessalonians 3:1 

 

2. Samuel said it was a sin against God not to pray for others.  

1 Samuel 12:23 

 

3. An example of effectual prayer for others is how a preacher from England named 

George Mueller prayed for the salvation of several people for up to 60 years.  When he 

died, some were still unsaved.  However, there were some saved at his funeral, and 

many others were saved within the next year. 

 

4. Keep at it.  The full results of our prayers will never be completely known in this life. 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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REVISION OF ASSIGNMENT (Lesson 3) 

 
1. What is something prayer does NOT accomplish? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is the result of a good prayer life? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Prayer keeps us close to God so He can prove His sufficiency for our every need.  What 

do the following verses teach us about God and our needs?  

A. Matthews 6:8 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

B. Psalm 50:15 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Give the situation that is most dangerous for a Christian to be in. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. According to 1 Thessalonians 5:18 we are to give thanks in everything.  This includes 

the _____________________ and _____________________   _______________________ of our lives. 

6. What should be our first reaction in a tough situation? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. There are some primary principles concerning prayer.  Briefly explain them from the 

following verses: 

A. 1 Thessalonians 5:17 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. Matthew 6:7 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. Exodus 33:11 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. List the attitudes that will interfere with our prayer life. 

A. _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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C. _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

E. _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

F. _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. What are two ways that help us to keep our prayer requests in order? 

A. _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. God answers our prayers, but not always the way we expect.  His answers will 

sometimes be __________ or ____________  ____________. 

  

11. Man is instructed not to pray to idols or to other men.  Explain 1 Timothy 2:5 in light 

of this truth. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

KEY MEMORY VERSES 

 

1 Timothy 2:5;   Psalm 66:18;   1 Thessalonians 5:18 

 

In many churches today, some popular teachings are: 

1. Man should pray to idols, saints, or other men. 

2. If we pray long enough or hard enough, God will change His mind and do 

what we want. 

3. The best prayers are those which have been written by others and are just 

“said” by us. 

4. Prayer must be at a set time in a set format. 

 

We should understand that these teachings are false, and why. 
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Lesson 4 

 

    BELIEVERS BEWARE 
 

          Genesis 3:1-8;   Matthew 4:1-11 
 
 

OBJECTIVE 
 

To prepare the new Christian to deal with the forces of EVIL in the world and the subtleties of 

temptation. 

 

 

TEMPTATION 
 

A person is tempted when… 

1.     He or she is drawn away by his or her own lust. 

2.     He or she is enticed. 

3.     Lust plants evil seed. 

4.     Lust brings forth sin. 

5.     Sin brings forth death. 

 

*A 

 

Cross (x) or Tick (√) the following: 

1. The devil can make us sin.   

2. A Christian cannot be demon possessed.  

3. Since God created all things, He also created evil.  

4. A lustful thought is not as sinful as a lustful act.    

5. Just ignore the devil and he’ll go away.   

6. It is not a sin to be tempted.   

 

*B 
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INTRODUCTION 
Every new Christian sooner or later discovers that life is a _______________________________ for the forces of 
good and evil, and the child of God is caught in the middle of conflict.   
 
The problem of evil has challenged thinkers in every generation.  The Bible doesn’t give a detailed 
explanation of the origin of evil, but it does tell us how to deal with it.  God does not want us to be 
caught off guard in the face of temptation and wickedness.  He has provided everything we need to be 
_________________________________! 
 
During the years known as the intertestamental period (400 B.C to A.D. 50), the Jews experienced 
extreme suffering and the dissolution of their nation.  In searching for answers to the problem of evil, 
Jewish thinkers tried to trace it to its source.  Blame was laid on Adam and Eve, Satan, fallen angels, 
demons, and finally the evil yetzer (inclination) in man himself.  Eventually the idea emerged that God 
had created the evil tendency in man.  The Book of James however, clearly refutes the idea that God is 
the source of temptation or evil.  James 1:13-15. 
 

WORDSTUDY 
“Lust” 

From the Greek word, 
epithumia, meaning longing 

or desire 

 

The word used for “lust” in the New Testament is a 
neutral term.  The desires it denotes may be good 
or bad, depending on how the word is used.  It is 
used in a good sense in Luke 22:15; Philippians 
1:23 and 1 Thessalonians 2:17.  In most cases, 
however, it carries an evil connotation. 

In James 1:14, the inward nature of temptation is stressed.  No mention is made here of the devil, for the 
writer seems to be emphasizing human responsibility.  Man is lured and enticed by his ___________________ 
________________________, in the same way that a fish is lured off course by an attractive bait, only to 
discover it has a deadly hook in it.   
Jesus made it plain that lustful desires themselves are sinful.  (Matthew 5:28) – Even before they 
become lustful actions. 
Lust is difficult to control because it represents something we ___________________.  It is deceptive, for it 
blinds us to the tragic consequences of pursuing its fulfillment.  The path of lust is ________________________.  
It demands action.  When lust is encouraged and acted upon, evil is conceived and gives birth to sinful 
action.  Temptation itself is not sin.  But if allowed to run its course unresisted, it becomes sin and lead 
to the inevitable end: death. 
 

Adam, Eva and Jesus : Scripture Comparison 
Read Genesis 3:1-8 and Mathew 4:1-11 
*C 

1. In what ways were the temptations similar? 
2. In what ways were they different? 
 

Names of Satan 
The names used for Satan in the Bible give clues to his mode of operation.  Satan means “adversary”; 
this describes his antagonistic attitude toward God and His creation.  He is also known as the following: 
1. Accuser of the brethren (Revelation 12:10) 
2. Liar (John 8:44) 
3. Destroyer – meaning of the Greek word “Apollyon” – (Revelation 9:11) 
4. Tempter (Matthew 4:1-3) 
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5. Angel of light (2 Corinthians 11:14) 

6. Serpent (Revelation 12:9) 

7. Prince and god of this world (John 12:31;  2 Corinthians 4:4) 

 

Why would anyone want to serve Satan?  Regardless of the form or disguise Satan uses to ensnare, one 

thing is important to know:  He can be resisted and put to flight (James 4:7-8)!  The Christian’s best 

defence is to say “no” to Satan and “yes” to God! 

 

Victory over evil:  quotation 
“When a people’s God is too small, then their demons become too large and fearsome.  When God becomes 

again their acknowledged omnipotent Sovereign, their entire world of spiritual reality changes…” 

 

“What the Christian Church needs is a renewal of her faith in God’s sovereignty so that Christians really 

believe God is in __________________ and that even during life’s trials the devil has no freedom apart from His 

divine will”  (Paul M. Miller, The Devil did not make me do it.  Scottdale, PA: Herald Press, 1977). 

 

False doctrine:  the Devil’s trap 

False doctrine is a prime tool of Satan to bring confusion, condemnation, and spiritual destruction.  

Some of the marks of false doctrine are: 

1. Salvation comes from some other means than Christ and His work on the Cross. 

2. Attention is focused on some personality other than Christ. 

3. A balanced view of Scripture is lacking.  One doctrine may be emphasized out of proportion to the 

rest of the Word. 

4. Some other authority is used in addition or in place of the Bible. 

5. Special revelation is claimed. 

 

Safeguards Against False Doctrine 
1. Know the truth. 

2. Know true spiritual leaders 

3. Know your teacher. 

4. Know the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

CONCLUSION 
Resist the Devil 

Satan doesn’t deserve to be the focus of our thoughts.  The Bible paints God far bigger than the devil.  

Satan and his demons have no claim over the Christian in whom Christ dwells.  Victory in Jesus Christ 

belongs to the _______________________! 
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ASSIGNMENT 

 “How do I Overcome Sin in My Life?” 

 
A famous preacher once said that when a saved person begins to battle sin in his own life, he enters a 

combat so intense it makes World War II look like a Sunday school picnic.  This truth is not evident to 

young Christians, but as we grow, we realize further the intensity of the struggle. 

 

As we saw earlier, when we got saved, we became two people. Our old man in Adam’s image has a sinful 

nature, and our new man in Christ Jesus has God’s image. This lesson is designed to help us combat the 

sin nature of the old man. 

 

1. What is sin? 

A. Sin is breaking God’s law.  1 John 3:4 

B. Sin is any unrighteousness.  1 John 5:17 

C. Sin is anything done apart from faith.  Romans 14:23. 

 

2. Why do I sin? 

A. We sin because we inherited a sinful nature from Adam.   
Romans 5:12;  1 Corinthians 15:45-49 
 

B. We sin because our old nature draws us into sin.  James 1:13-14; Romans 7:14-25. 

 
C. We sin as a result of temptation in three major areas which are outlined in 1 John 2:15-16.  

Jesus was also tempted in these three areas, yet without sin as stated in Hebrews 4:15. 
 

1) The lust of the flesh - Eve was temped in this point in Genesis 3:6 when she saw that 

the tree was “good for food.”  Jesus was tempted in this point in Matthew 4:3 when the 

devil tried to get Him to turn stones into bread. 

 

2) The lust of the eyes – Eve was tempted here when she saw the tree was “pleasant to 

the eyes”.  Jesus was tempted when the devil showed Him all the kingdoms of the 

world and promised to give them to Him in exchange for worship. 

 
3) The pride of life - Eve fell to the temptation “to be desired to make one wise.”  Jesus 

overcame the temptation to cast Himself down to prove the angels would take care of 

Him. 

 

3.      How does God look at my sin? 

A.  Our sin was judged by God at Calvary.   

2 Corinthians 5:21 
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B. If we continue in sin, God will chastise us as a father chastises his son.   

Hebrews 12:5-11. 

 

C. God will allow us to reap according to what we have sown.   

Galatians 6:7-8. 

 

4.    What things can I do to overcome sin? 

A. Our sin is our own fault, not anyone else’s.   We must accept responsibility for our sin.  We 

will never correct anything until we face up to responsibility.   

Proverbs 28:13 

B. Don’t allow sinful thoughts to control our mind.   

2 Corinthians 10:5 

C. Don’t make provisions for the flesh.   

Romans 13:14 

D. Realize that we are dead to sin in Jesus Christ.  Dead men cannot sin.   

Romans 6:6-13; Colossians 3:1-10 

E. Judge our sin.  Agree with God that it is sin.   

1Corinthians 11:31-32 

F. Confess our sins to God.   

1 John 1:9 

G. Hide God’s Word in our heart to battle sin. 

1. 1 Corinthians 10:13 says that God has made a way of escape from temptation. 

2. That way of escape is found in Psalm 119:9-11.  It is the Word of God. 

3. Jesus Christ overcame His temptation by quoting scripture. 

4. The only sure way of overcoming sin in our life is through the power of the Word of God 

as we hide it in our heart and apply it to our life. 

 

H. Trust God’s promises to cleanse us and to fight our battles for us.   

2 Corinthians 7:1; Hebrews 4:15-16 

I. Walk in the power of the Holy Spirit.   

Galatians 5:16-25; Romans 8:1-8 

 

5. Basic Questions 

A. How do I keep the influences of a sinful world from affecting me? 

1. Don’t involve ourselves with sinful activities.  Of course, we must associate with 

unsaved people in order to try to win them, but don’t get involved in their sin.  

Ephesians 5:5-12.   

2. Separate ourselves from the ways of the world and follow the Lord Jesus Christ.   

2 Corinthians 6:14-18; James 4:4.  

3. Realize that “separation” is also a positive thing.  Not only are we to be separate from the 

world, but we are to separate ourselves UNTO the gospel.   

Romans 1:1 
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REVISION OF ASSIGNMENT (Lesson 4) 

1. List three definitions of sin. 

A. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why do we have to battle sin? 

A. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.   Briefly explain in your own words what the apostle Paul is communicating to us in  

      Romans 7:14-25. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.  All sin originates from one of three categories. List the three that are seen in 1 John 2:16. 

A. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5.  Mach the above categories with the three things that Eve saw in Genesis 3:6. 

A. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6.  Match the above categories with the three areas the devil tempted Jesus with in  

     Matthew 4:3-11. 

A. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7.  List three ways that God looks at our sin. 

A. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8.  Why must we accept responsibility for our sin? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

             __________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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9.  Briefly explain the instruction given to us in the following verses:   

A. Romans 13:14 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. 1 Corinthians 11:31-32 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. 1 John 1:9 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 D. 2 Corinthians 7:1 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Jesus Christ overcame His temptation by quoting scripture (Matthew 4:3-11). What do the 

two following verses teach us about this?  

A.  1 Corinthians 10:13 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B.  Psalm 119:11 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. List three ways that help minimize the influence of a sinful world in our lives. 

A. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

12. Briefly explain the primary purpose of this lesson. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

KEY MEMORY VERSES 

Psalm 119:11; Hebrews 4:15; Romans 6:11 
 

In many churches today, some popular teachings are: 

1. There are “big sins” and “little sins”. 

2. Sometimes we have to sin because someone else forces us to. 

3. Our sins can be forgiven by other men if we confess them. 

4. We are saved even if we continue in “deliberate” sin. 
 

From the Bible principles taught in this lesson, we should understand  

that these teachings are false, and why. 
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    Lesson 5 
 

   OBEDIENCE 
 

     Matthew 28:18-20 
 

OBJECTIVE 
 

To teach the importance of the ordinances of Water Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 

 

 

REASONS FOR BAPTISM 
1. Identification 

2. Illustration 

3. Initiation 

 

 

IDENTIFICATION 
To understand the value of obedience in the Christian life, we need only look back through the 

Scriptures for a glimpse of the _____________ of obedience!  Disobedience brought sorrow in the Garden of 

Eden (Genesis 3:11, 16-19), caused Saul to lose his throne (1 Samuel 15:22-23), and eventually led the 

nation of Israel into captivity.  On the other hand, obedience brought healing to Naäman (2 Kings 5:14), 

and preserved a widow and her son during a famine (1 Kings 17:15).  Obedience to God’s Word has 

always been linked to faith. 

 
OBEY GOD 
Jesus made it clear that we demonstrate our love for Him by _________________________ His commandments 

(John 14:15).  What God requires of us is not burdensome or grievous (1 John 5:3), particularly when 

compared to the demands of heathen gods. 
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ILLUSTRATION 
Ancient Israel became ensnared in various forms of idolatry, but one gruesome was the worship of 

Moloch, a god of the Ammonites.  In some places, the image of Moloch was heated and children were 

slain and placed in its arms.  Moses forbade the worship of Moloch, but it persisted.  God eventually 

judges Israel for such practices. 

 

The simple ordinances of Baptism and Communion are certainly not too much for God to require.  Both 

ceremonies are rich in symbolism and meaning, and both have antecedents in Jewish history. 

 

The idea of baptism is not new.  The Jews practiced a proselyte baptism for those coming into Judaism 

from other religions and backgrounds.  It symbolized a_______________________________ from their old ways.  

The baptism of John the Baptist differed from proselyte baptism, for his call was to the Jews.  John’s 

baptism symbolized repentance – a humbling of oneself to follow God’s ways afresh. 

 

Christian water baptism was unique in the following ways: (See page 5) 

 

1. There was no waiting period.  Converts could be baptized immediately. 

2. Water baptism was more than a ritual cleansing.  It was a sign of regeneration by the Spirit of God. 

3. The theology connected with Christian baptism pointed to the death, burial, and resurrection of 

Christ. 

 

Water baptism is important for the following reasons: 

 

1. It ____________________ the believer’s ________________________________ with Christ.  It symbolizes His 

death, burial, and resurrection and declares to the world we are recipient partakers of His work 

on the Cross (Romans 6:3-4). 

2. Water baptism is an illustration or outward sign of God’s work in the life of the believer.   

(Romans 6:5-6). 

3. Water baptism may also be thought of as a form of initiation, for it means the believer has become 

part of the fellowship of all believers (1 Corinthians 12:13). 

 

THE EXAMPLE OF THE EARLY CHURCH 
The importance the early church attached to water baptism:  Read…. 

1. Acts 2:38-41 

2. Acts 8:12 

3. Acts 8:36   

4. Acts 9:18 

5. Acts 10:46-48   

6. Acts 16:32-33   

7. Acts 19:4-5 
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How to baptize? 

Three aspects of water baptism are to be considered next:  the formula, the mode, and the candidate. 
 
“What is the correct formula for water baptism?” 
 
Matthew 28:19 (Trinitarian formula).  Some people confuse this formula with the statement in Acts 
2:38 “be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ”  The latter simply refers to the 
acknowledgement of Jesus as Lord, and is not a baptismal formula. 
Water baptism identifies the “born again” believer with the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, NOT the Trinity.  Jesus died, was buried and rose once only. 

 

WORD STUDY 
“Baptize” 

From the Greek word 
baptize, meaning to 

make fully wet. 

 
 
 

The mode of baptism indicated in the Bible is 
immersion.  There is support for this practice in 
the usage of the original word from which 
“baptism” is derived.  The word “baptize” comes 
from the Greek verb meaning “to ___________________  
wholly with a fluid” or to dip as in a dye.   
Acts 8:26-39; Matthew 3:16.

Every new convert should be baptized in water as soon as possible after accepting Jesus Christ as Lord 

and Saviour.  Acts 2:37-38 

 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
The Lord’s Supper has its beginning in the Jewish Passover.  Jesus clearly gave the Passover meal a new 

meaning when He presented the bread as His Body and the cup as His Blood, and referred to the new 

covenant.  Mark 14:22-24. 

 

The simple ceremony is observed under various names, each one showing a different aspect of the 

meaning of the ordinance. 

1. The Lord’s Supper.  This term is used only once in the New Testament (1 Corinthians 11:20). 

2. The Breaking of Bread.  This term was used by early Christians to refer to the Lord’s Supper 

(Acts 2:42).  It symbolized the joint participation in one loaf. 

3. Eucharist.  This is a New Testament term meaning thanksgiving.  It was a Jewish custom to “give 

thanks” at all meals.  The Lord’s Supper is a time to give thanks for the Bread of Life. 

4. Communion.  The Greek word for “communion” is “koinonia”.  This term speaks of the unity of 

the Body of Christ. 

 

The aspect of communion or unity of the saints is essential to a proper ____________________________ of 

the Lord’s Supper.  The Corinthians’ disregard for Christian unity prompted Paul’s rebuke and 

warning about “eating and drinking unworthily “ (1 Corinthians 11:17-34).  Their fellowship with 

pagan Corinthians and their disregard for their Christian brothers and sisters detracted from the 

meaning of the Lord’s Supper.  God would chastise them for this. 
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CONCLUSION 
The significance of the Lord’s Supper is seen in the following: 

1. Remembrance of deliverance from sin (1 Corinthians 11:24). 

2. Fellowship of the Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 10:16-17). 

3. Anticipation of His coming (1 Corinthians 11:26). 

4. The New Covenant (1 Corinthians 11:25). 

 

Water baptism, symbolizing the believer’s entrance into a new life, is complemented by the continuing 

observance of the Lord’s Supper, symbolizing the nourishing of that life. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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ASSIGNMENT 
 

“Now that I am Saved, Where do I start?” 

 
 

 

Virtually every religious denomination in existence teaches some form of baptism as part of their 

doctrine, and the diversities in their teachings are wide.  This lesson is intended to give the Bible’s clear 

and definite teaching on the subject so the individual understands perfectly what God’s intention is 

regarding baptism. 

 

1. Why does God instruct us to be baptized? 

 

A. Baptism is the first act of obedience in service to the Lord.  Anyone can be baptized; it 

takes no special talents or effort. 

 

B. Jesus set the example Himself by submitting to baptism before He began His public ministry.  

Matt 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22. 

 

C. In Matthew 3:13-15, it is clear that Jesus was baptized in obedience to God’s plan.  In verse 

15, He said, “… Suffer (allow) it to be so now:  for thus it becometh us to fulfill all 

righteousness.”  This point of submission and obedience is the single most important thing to 

realize regarding baptism. 

 

D. Other Bible characters who submitted to baptism after salvation. 

1. The Ethiopian eunuch.  Acts 8:36-39. 

2. The Apostle Paul.  Acts 9:18. 

3. The Philippian jailer and his house.  Acts 16:25-33. 

 

2. What is the purpose of baptism? 

A. Several types of baptism are mentioned in the Bible.  In each case, physical baptism is a 

picture of spiritual truth.  The important point to consider is the picture portrayed by 

baptism. 

B. Romans 6:1-7 (specifically vs 3-4) shows the two purposes of baptism. 

1. It pictures the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

2. It is a public testimony of the new convert’s identification with Jesus Christ through 

the death, burial and resurrection which is how he was saved.  It identifies him with 

the Lord Jesus Christ.   
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3. Who should be baptized? 
A. The clearest case of an individual’s baptism in the Bible is the Ethiopian eunuch in Acts 8:26-

39.  In verse 36, the eunuch asked.  “…what doth hinder me to be baptized?”  Philip then 
answered with the condition of baptism in verse 37, “…If thou believest with all thine heart, 
thou mayest.”  Then the eunuch’s response sealed the matter, “…I believe that Jesus Christ is 
the Son of God.” 
 

B. The only requirements for baptism are the requirements for salvation found in  
          Romans 10:9-10, 

        1.   Heart belief in Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. 
        2.   Confession that He is Lord and Saviour. 

 
C. There are NO cases of baptism in the Bible of anyone but believers. 

 
D. Some other instances of baptism immediately after salvation include:  Acts 8:12; Acts 18:8. 

 
4. What is the method of baptism? 

A. Again, Acts 8:26-39 gives the clearest example.  In verses 38-39, BOTH Philip and the 
Ethiopian eunuch went down into the water and came up out of the water. 
 

B. In Matthew 3:16, Jesus was baptized in the same manner. 
 

C. As seen previously, baptism is a picture of death, burial, and resurrection.  The only way to 
bury someone is to put them completely underground.  The biblical method of baptism is 
complete immersion.  No one in the Bible was ever sprinkled because no one can be buried 
by sprinkling dirt on them. 

 
5. How important is it to be baptized? 

A. It is NOT essential salvation.  Ephesians 2:8-9 makes it clear a man is saved by grace 
through faith without works, including baptism. 
 

B. It IS essential for service and spiritual growth.  Matthew 28:19-20 (the “great commission”) 
proves it is essential.  Baptism is an integral part of the great commission and precedes 
teaching. 

 
C. Before anyone can be taught to follow Jesus Christ, they must be willing to submit to the 

first act of obedience.  If a person refuses to obey the Lord in the first point, he will not obey 
in future points.  Matthew 3:13-15. 

 
6.     Basic questions? 

A. Where should I be baptized? 
 
Since baptism is a public confession of our faith in Jesus Christ, most often it will be publicly 
in front of the local church.  Many times people will be baptized in creeks or rivers, which is 
fine; the Lord Jesus Christ was baptized in the river Jordan.  The actual place of baptism is 
not important.  The act of public testimony of our identification with the Lord Jesus Christ is 
the important point. 
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21 REASONS WHY I SHOULD 
 

BE BAPTISED IN WATER 
 
 

1. The Lord Jesus was baptized in water.   
Matt 3:16  “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water.” 

 
2. The Lord Jesus did righteousness in being baptized.   

Matt 3:15  “Thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteousness.” 
 
3. The Holy Ghost, in His only visible appearance on earth, descended on the Lord Jesus  

at His baptism in water.   
Matt 3:16  “and he saw the Holy Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him” 

 
4. His baptism opened the heavens.   

Matt 3:16  “the heavens were opened unto Him.”   
 
5. God the Father was well pleased at His Baptism.   

Matt 3:17  “And lo, a voice from heaven saying, This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.”  
 
6. It was regarded as a sign of the Messiah.   

John 1:25  “And they asked him, and said unto him, Why baptizest thou then, if thou be not that 
Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet? “ 

 
7. It was God’s command to John.   

John 1:33  “ he that sent me to baptize with water” 
 
8. The Lord Jesus baptized His converts.   

John 3:22  “After these things came Jesus and his disciples went into the land of Judea, and there he 
tarried with them, and baptized.”   

John 3:26  “And they came unto John, and said unto him, Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond 
   Jordan, to whom thou barest witness, behold, the same baptizet…”   
John 4:1-2  “Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John, (Though Jesus Himself baptized not, 

but his disciples.)” 
 
9. The Lord Jesus commanded His disciples to baptise.   

Mark 16:16  “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved”  
Matt 28:19  “Go ye therefore…. baptizing them “ 
 

10. The Lord Jesus said it was part of salvation.   
Mark 16:16  “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved…” 
 

11. Baptism justifies God.   
Luke 7:29  “And all the people that heard him, and the publicans, justified God, being baptized…” 

 
12. Being baptized, you accept the Counsel of God.   

Luke 7:30  “But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected (or frustrated) the counsel of God against (or 
within) themselves, being not baptized.” 

 
13. The Lord Jesus inferred that the baptism of John was from heaven.   

Matt 21:25  “The baptism of John, whence was it? from heaven or of men?” 
 

14. Baptism is commanded.   
Acts 2:38  “Repent, and be baptized…”    
Acts 10:48  “And he commanded them to be baptized…”   
Acts 22:16  “…be baptized,” (Saul) 
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15. It was the practice of the early Church.   
Acts 2:41  “Then they that gladly received… were baptized…”   
Acts 8:12  “… they were baptized, both men and women. “ 
Acts 16:15  “And when she was baptized...”   
Acts 16:33  The Philippian jailer “was baptised”  
Acts 18:8  The Corinthians “hearing believed, and were baptized.”  
Acts 19:3  The Ephesians   “were baptized unto John’s baptism.”   
Acts 19:5  The Ephesians   “were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.”    
 

16. Baptism identifies us with the Lord Jesus in Death, Burial and Resurrection.   
Col 2:12   “…buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him…”   
Rom 6:4  “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death; that like as Christ was raised up 

from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we should walk in newness of life.”  
Romans 6:3  “…so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? “  
Romans 6:5  “For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in  
   the likeness of his resurrection.” 
 

17. Those baptized have put on Christ.   
Gal 3:27   “For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” 
 

18. Baptism is the answer of a good conscience toward God.   
1 Peter 3:21   “…baptism does also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the 

answer of a good conscience toward God), by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”  
 

19. Baptism saves by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.   
1 Peter 3:21   Quoted in no 18 above. 
 

20. Baptism is one of the principles of the Doctrine of Christ.   
Heb. 6:1-2  ”Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ… Of the doctrine of baptisms…” 
 

21. Baptism always follows and never preceded belief.   
John 4:1  “…Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John.” 
Mark 16:16   “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.”   
Matt 28:19   “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them …”   
Acts 10:47-48 “Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received  
   the Holy Ghost as well as we? And he commanded them to be baptized”.  
Acts 2:38-39   “… Repent and be baptised….”    
Acts 22:16   “…arise, and be baptised…”  (Paul)   
Acts 8:12   “But went they believed Philip… they were baptized.”   
Acts 16:14-15 “Lydia …. Whose heart the Lord opened…was baptized.” 

 
 

THE METHOD:  BY IMMERSION 
Matt. 3:16 -  “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightaway out of the water”.   
Mark 1:10 -  “Jesus ….  Straightaway coming up out of the water.”  
Acts 8:38-39 -  “…they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he  
    baptized him.  And when they were come up out of the water….”   
John 3:23 -  “And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much  
    water there…” 
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REVISION OF ASSIGNMENT (Lesson 5) 

 

1. Give the key reason why God instructs the Christian to be baptized. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

             __________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. In Matthew 3:13-15, Jesus was baptized to demonstrate His _________ and ______________ to God 

and His plan.  Jesus fulfilled this before He began His ________________    ________________. 

 

3. List three other men who were baptized after salvation in the New Testament. 

A. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What are the purposes for baptism found in Romans 6:3-4? 

A. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. In Acts 8:36-37, the Ethiopian eunuch had to fulfill two requirements before he could be 

baptized.  What were the two requirements? 

A. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. How do we know that the Ethiopian eunuch and Jesus were not baptized by sprinkling of 

water? 

A. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Baptism by complete immersion in water is a picture of what? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

              __________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Baptism is essential in order for the Christian to _______________ and ____________________.  Also, one 

must be willing to submit to baptism so they can be __________________to follow Jesus Christ. 
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9. Is baptism essential for salvation?  _________________.  Give scripture reference that explains this. 

 

 

 

Key scripture passages to become familiar with: 

Mathew 3:13-17; Acts 8:36-39; Romans 6:1-7 

 

There is much false teaching among religious groups concerning baptism. 

The Christian should be aware of some of them. 

 

1. Man must be baptized in order to be saved. 

2. Baptism by being sprinkled is just as meaningful as immersion. 

3. Babies should be baptized into God’s family, or into “the church” 

  

We should understand that these teachings are false, and why. 

 

 

 

 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson 6 
 

BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT 
 

Acts 2:1-4 
 
 
 

 

 

 

OBJECTIVE 

To motivate new believers to seek the baptism in the Holy Spirit. 

 

*A 

 

*B 

Cases of the baptism in the Holy Spirit recorded in the Book of Acts. 

1. Acts 2:1-21 

2. Acts 4:23-33 

3. Acts 8:14-25 

4. Acts 10:44-48 

5. Acts 19:1-6 

 

*C 

Conditions for receiving the Spirit’s Fullness 

REPENT 

ASK 

OBEY 
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INTRODUCTION 
An _________________________________ understanding of the Holy Spirit cannot take the place of a personal 

experience of being filled with His presence and power! 

 

OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL BELIEVERS 
The importance of the baptism in the Holy Spirit is highlighted in the fact that Jesus told His disciples 

not to begin their evangelization until they were “endued with power from on high” (Luke 24:49).  The 

same experience (which Jesus called “the promise of my Father”) is intended for _______________________ 

Christian believer.  Peter declared in his sermon on the Day of Pentecost:  “For the promise is unto you, 

and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call” (Acts 2:39).  

That promise is still valid. 

 

SCRIPTURAL ACCOUNTS 
The book of Acts records five actual cases in which people were filled with the Holy Spirit. 

 

*D 

VERBALIZING 
The book of Acts was intended as a record of the acts of the first-century apostles, and these five 

recorded cases of people being filled with the Holy Spirit teach us some important things.  In three of 

the five cases the Bible says the people spake in other tongues.  In the two remaining cases the Bible 

does not describe the personal response of the people, but it does indicate that something supernatural 

took place.  In one case, “the place was shaken where they were assembled together” (Acts 4:31), and in 

the other, Simon the Sorcerer wanted to buy the power to do whatever he had seen happen when the 

Samaritans were filled with the Holy Spirit.  We may assume that all who were filled with the Holy Spirit 

spoke in tongues and experienced supernatural events. 

 

WHY BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT? 
Read Luke 4:18-19.  “What did the Holy Spirit anoint Jesus to do?” 

Read Acts 1:8.  “What will the Holy Spirit anoint us to do?” 

 

Although there are many personal benefits to being filled with the Holy Spirit, the prime reason is 

_______________________ for service.  Jesus left His church with the task of taking His message to the entire 

world, but He knew we would need help.  Before Jesus left this world, He promised to send “another 

Comforter” – someone to teach and guide us, and to _____________________________ us to face a hostile world. 
 

 
WORD STUDY 
“Comforter” 

 

From the Greek word 
“parakletos”, meaning 
advocate, comforter 

 
 

The word “comforter” is from the Greek 
“parakletos”, meaning “one called to the side of 
another for the purpose of helping” him in any 
way, particularly in legal and criminal proceedings.  
In New Testament usage, the “parakletos” is not a 
passive one called in to help, but One who is sent 
(John 14:26; 15:26;  16:7), given, and received
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He does more than merely “put in a good word”.  He brings active help.  His work goes beyond that of an 
intercessor.  He convinces the world of sin (John 16:8).  He teaches “all things” (John 14:26); He guides 
“into all truth” (John 16:3); and He glorifies Jesus (John 16:14-15) and He will dwell with and in 
believers (John 14:17). 
 
*E 

ENRICHMENT FOR YOUR LIFE 
The changes the Holy Spirit brings in our lives become an important part of our witness.  He enriches 
our lives in the following ways: 
1. Study (John 16:13.  Since the Holy Spirit was the inspirational force behind the writing of the 

Scriptures, He is the One who can direct us in understanding its message. 
2. Prayer life (Romans 8:26).  The Holy Spirit prays for us and through us when the need is beyond 

our understanding. 
3. Emotional life (Romans 14:17; Hebrews 1:9).  The fruit of the Spirit (e.g. love, joy, peace, etc.) 

transforms our outlook on, and our response to life.  Many people experience healing in their 
emotional life as they yield to the Holy Spirit on a continuing basis. 

4. Physical life.  (Romans 8:11).  One of the gifts of the Spirit is that of healing.  Healing may be 
instantaneous or a gradual process.  The Holy Spirit also gives strength equal to our tasks. 

 

HOW TO RECEIVE THE SPIRIT 
Some people have the idea that the baptism in the Holy Spirit is the same as the new birth.  The 
Scriptures show it to be an experience subsequent to conversion. (Acts 19:1-6). 
 
“How does a person prepare to receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit? 
 
In the Upper Room the disciples and followers of Jesus were actively seeking this infilling, and were 
preparing themselves by turning their hearts to God in prayer and to each other in unity and fellowship 
(i.e. “in one accord”).  Acts 2:1-4. 
 
The first requirement for receiving the Baptism is to “REPENT, and be baptized”.  (Acts 2:38).  This 
signifies a WHOLEHEARTED TURNING TO GOD, A DEPARTURE FROM ALL KNOWN SIN. 
 
The next step is to ASK.  The Gift does not come inevitably.  We must desire it enough to seek earnestly.  
God has promised to answer the hungry, searching heart (Luke 11:13). 
 
Finally, we must OBEY God (Acts 5:32).  God will entrust His gifts only to those committed to His 
purposes.  The act of receiving the Holy Spirit may occur in a number of ways.  Some receive while 
praying alone, while others receive at group prayer services.  Still others receive when someone prays 
for them or lays hands on them.  Don’t try to ___________________________ someone else’s experience.  God 
will meet us on an individual basis when we are ready to receive.  No one will have to tell us when the 
Holy Spirit baptizes us!  We will know. 
 

HOW TO KNOW WE ARE FILLED 
Read Acts 2:4 in unison.  While speaking in tongues is considered the INITIAL physical EVIDENCE, 
there are other accompanying evidences.  Read Galatians 5:22-23 in unison.  We will also experience a 
new desire to ___________________________ Christ. 
 

MAINTAIN THE EXPERIENCE 
A person filled with the Holy Spirit is like a new ship launched into the sea.  The launching is only the 
beginning of the voyage.  With the infilling of the Holy Spirit the believer is empowered to do a greater 
work for God. 
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ASSIGNMENT 

 

“What are the Functions and Attributes of the  

Holy Spirit in my Life?” 

 
The day we received the Lord Jesus Christ as our personal Saviour, the Holy Spirit of God took up 

permanent residence inside our body – first work of Grace – John 20:22;  1 Corinthians 6:19-20.  This 

third person of the trinity is perhaps the most misunderstood and ignored part of a Christian’s 

relationship with God. 

 

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is the second work of Grace, when we are endued with the Supernatural 

Power to do God’s Work – Acts 1:8;  1 Corinthians 12:1-10. 

 

1. What is the function of the Holy Spirit? 

A. The Holy Spirit convicts of sin.  John 16:8-9. 

 

1. In the unsaved, he convicts of sin to bring them to salvation. 

2. In the saved, he convicts of sin to keep them clean and show them how to live for Jesus 
Christ. 
 

3. We must understand the difference between conviction and guilt. 

a. CONVICTION is God pointing out that something is wrong so we can make it right.  
Isaiah 1:18. 

b. GUILT is the devil accusing us of being unworthy to receive God’s blessing.  
Revelation 12:10. 
 

B. The Holy Spirit creates and regenerates. 

1. The Holy Spirit is active in creation.   

Genesis 1:2; Job 33:4. 

2. In Jesus Christ, we are a new creature, born again by the Holy Spirit.   

John 3:3-8. 

 

C. The Holy Spirit seals us when we are saved.   

Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30. 
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D. The Holy Spirit bears witness to us of our salvation.   

1 John 4:13; Romans 8:16 

E. The Holy Spirit teaches us the Bible.   

John 14:26; 16:13-15; 1 Corinthians 2:9-10 

F. The Holy Spirit intercedes in prayer for us.   

Romans 8:26-27; Ephesians 2:18. 

G. The Holy Spirit comforts us in time of need.   

John 14:15-18; 2 Corinthians 1:3-4; 2 Timothy 1:7. 

H. The Holy Spirit empowers us to serve God.   

Zechariah 4:6; Ephesians 3:16; 2 Corinthians 4:7 

 

2. What is the result of the Holy Spirit in my life? 

A. The Holy Spirit of God produces a set of CHARACTER QUALITIES as we give our life to Him 

and walk in His power.  This set of character qualities is called the fruit (singular) of the 

Spirit in Galatians 5:22-23.  It is singular because ALL of these qualities are produced by a 

close relationship with the Holy Spirit. 

B. Also, an induement of Power to enable us to work with the Holy Spirit to build the Church of 

Jesus Christ with signs, wonders and preaching through Divine Anointing.  (Mark 16:20). 

C. The fruit of the Spirit consists of:   

1. Love 

2. Joy 

3. Peace 

4. Longsuffering 

5. Gentleness 

6. Goodness 

7. Faith 

8. Meekness 

9. Temperance (self-control) 

 

3. Basic Questions 

A. What is “being filled with the Spirit” and how can I accomplish this?”  Acts 2:38 

B. What is the initial evidence of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit?  Acts 2:4. 
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SPEAKING IN TONGUES IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE BAPTISM OF THE SPIRIT. OFTEN IT IS 

REGARDED AS THE FIRST SIGN OF BAPTISM. THOUGH STRANGE TO MANY, IT IS IMPORTANT TO 

REGOGNIZE THE BIBLICAL IMPORTANCE THERE-OF. IT IS IMPORTANT TO LONG AFTER IT 

BECAUSE:  

 

1. The Lord Jesus promised that they should be one of signs following believers. 

“And these attesting signs will accompany those who believe:… they will speak in  new languages”  

Mark 16:17 

2. They are evidences of the Holy Ghost.  

“And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues” Acts 2:4    

“On the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. For they heard them speak with other 

tongues“ Acts 10:45-46; 

“And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they  spoke with 

tongues.”   Acts 19:6. 

3. They are one of the nine gifts of the Spirit.   

“To another divers kinds of tongues”   1 Corinthians 12:10;   “And God hath set some in the church,   

first apostles…… and then diversities of tongues”. 1 Corinthians 12:28. 

4. God desires all to speak with tongues.  “I would (says Paul) that ye all spoke with tongues”            

1 Corinthians 14:5. “Covet to prophesy and forbid not to speak with tongues.”  1 Corinthians 14:39. 

5. They speak the wonderful works of God.  “We do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful 

works of God.  Acts 2:11. 

6. They magnify God.   “For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God.” Acts10:46.   

7. They speak to God.  “He that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto 

God.”  1 Corinthians 14:2 

8. They edify the speaker.  “He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself.  “1 Corinthians 

14:4. 

9. Prayer in tongues is spiritual prayer.   “For if I pray in an unknown tongue my spirit prayeth.        

1 Corinthians 14:14. 

10. They can be spiritual song.  “I will sing with the spirit.  1 Corinthians 14:15. 

11. They can be spiritual blessing.  “Else when thou shalt bless with the spirit.  1 Corinthians 14:16. 

12. They can be giving of thanks.  “How shall the unlearned say amen at the giving of thanks seeing he 

understandeth not what thou sayeth.  For thou verily giveth thanks well”.  1 Corinthians 14:16-17. 

13. They are the source of joy  “I thank my God, when I speak with tongues more than ye all”                  

1 Corinthians 14:18. 

14. They are a sign to the unbeliever.  “Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but 

to them that believe not.” 1 Corinthians 14:22. 

15. They are part of a fellowship meeting.  “When ye come together, every one of you …hath a 

tongue.  1 Corinthians 14:26;   “If any man speak in an unknown tongue let it be by two, or at the 

most three” 1 Corinthians 14:27. 

16. They are not to be forbidden.  “Forbid not to speak with tongues.”  1 Corinthians 14:39. 
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS… 
 
Now that I’m a Christian, I should be filled with the Holy Spirit.  I need this personal experience to give 
me a deeper relationship with my Lord, power for Christian service, strength to live as Jesus Christ 
commanded.  Now that you have accepted Christ as your Saviour, you need to be filled with the Holy 
Spirit.  This is a personal experience, separate from salvation, called the baptism in the Holy Spirit. 
 
WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY? 
Jesus did not allow his disciples to begin their public ministry, until after their baptism in the Holy 
Spirit.  He “commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the 
Father.”  He explained, “Ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence” (Acts 1:4-5). 
 
Concerning the purpose of the baptism of the Holy Spirit, Jesus said, “But ye shall receive power after 
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you; and you shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the earth”  (Acts 1:8). 
 
You can read the way in which Jesus’ disciples and more than 100 other Christian believers were 
baptized with the Holy Spirit in Acts, chapter 2.  And in the same chapter you will discover that all 
Christians have a right to ask for the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The Apostle Peter said, “and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, 
even as many as the Lord shall call.” Acts 2:38-39. 
 
All who have accepted Christ as their Saviour and Lord are entitled to and should earnestly seek the 
“promise of the Father” – the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus asked, “If ye…. Know how to give good 
gifts to your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
Him?”  (Luke 11:13) 
 
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU RECEIVE? 
When a Christian believer earnestly prays for the baptism of the Holy Spirit, he wants to know that he 
has received the same experience described in the book of Acts.  God gives the same evidence now as He 
did then, speaking in tongues as the Holy Spirit gives utterance.  That is, you will be miraculously 
enabled to utter words in a language you have never learned.  The Bible says, “and they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”  (Acts 2:4) 
 
HOW WILL YOUR LIFE BE CHANGED? 
The baptism of the Holy Spirit affords an entry into the Spirit-filled life.  With it comes power from God 
for life and service.  As a result you will experience a deeper reverence for God and an overflowing 
fullness of His Spirit. 
 
By continuing to live the Spirit filled life, you will have an intensified consecration to God and dedication 
to His work, you will have a more active love for Christ, for His Word, and for people who need to find 
salvation. 
 
The “fruit” the Spirit will produce in your life includes: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (see Galatians 5:22-23). 
 
Special gifts may also be bestowed upon you for use in serving the Lord.  Paul lists nine gifts of the 
Spirit:  To one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same 
Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit;  to another the 
working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another the discerning of spirits; to another divers tongues; 
to another interpretation of tongues”.   
1 Corinthians 12:8-10. 
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REVISION OF ASSIGNMENT (Lesson 6) 

 

1. When does the first work of grace occur in a believer’s life?  Give a scripture reference. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is also known as the _______________  _________________when the 

believer is endued with Supernatural Power from on High.  Give a scripture reference. 

3. At what time does the Holy Spirit come into the believer’s life? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Why does the Holy Spirit convict the unsaved of sin? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Why does the Holy Spirit convict the Christian of sin? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What is the difference between conviction and guilt?   

Conviction _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Guilt ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. List the 9 fold gifts of the Spirit.  1 Corinthians 12:8-10. 

1. ______________________________________   2. ______________________________________ 

3.    ______________________________________    4.    ______________________________________ 

5.    ______________________________________  6.     ______________________________________ 

7.    _______________________________________   8.     ______________________________________ 

9.    ______________________________________ 

 

8. List the 9 fold Fruit of the Spirit. 

1.   ______________________________________   2. ______________________________________ 

3.   ______________________________________    4.    ______________________________________ 

5.   ______________________________________  6.     ______________________________________ 

7.   _______________________________________   8.     ______________________________________ 

9.   _______________________________________ 
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9. What is the result of the Holy Spirit in my life? 

A. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. Galatians 5:22-23 lists for us the _______________________ of the ___________________________.  These 

qualities are produced in the Christian by a ____________________  _______________________ with the 

________________________  _______________________. 
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Lesson 7 
 

       BEHAVE LIKE A  

             CHRISTIAN 
          
        Matthew 7:16-17 
 

OBJECTIVE 
 

To encourage new Christians to develop attitudes and actions consistent with God’s standards found in 

His Word. 

 

Two important questions: 

1. Does my action or attitude please God? 

2. Does my action or attitude lead people to God? 

 

 Remember: 

The Bible 

The Bible is the Word of God, 

our infallible rule of faith and conduct. 

 

QUESTIONS 
1. What should a Christian do if society requires behaviour contrary to Biblical standards of 

conduct? 

2. What if a Christian secretary’s boss says, “Tell the man I’m not in?” 

3. What if a Christian salesman knows a product he sells is defective? 

4. Should a Christian always tell all he knows about a subject just because he is honest? 

5. Who ultimately must determine a Christian’s personal conduct in a given situation? 

 

INTRODUCTION 
The Christian is truly an upstream swimmer in a downstream world!  If there is to be any change in our 

society, it must begin in the lives of individuals who claim to know Christ.  We are to be “light” and “salt” 

to the world. 
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STANDARDS OF CONDUCT 
The world should be able to _________________________ a Christian by the way he or she _____________________.  
A profession of faith is not enough.  There must be a _______________________________ Christian life to back it 
up.  There are two important considerations involved in any action or attitude. 
1. Does my action or attitude please God? 
2. Does my action or attitude lead people to God? 
If the answer to either question is negative, the Christian who sincerely desires to please God will be 
willing to change. 
 

DISCUSSION 
Four types of standards: 
1.     Moral standards  - What does God say? 
2.     Legal standards   - What does the law say? 
3.     Cultural standards - What does the society say? 
4.     Personal standards - What do I say? 
While all these things have a bearing on a Christian’s conduct, the first consideration is God’s standard. 
 
THE BIBLE IS OUR GUIDE 
“Does the Bible give an explicit answer for every modern issue?” The Bible does not contain a specific 
verse to deal with every situation.  It does, however, give principles which are transcultural and which 
speak to each generation.  It is essential to study the Bible and to understand its teaching in order to 
know how to ______________ its truth to life situations as they arise. 
 
DOING WHAT IS RIGHT 
As we study the Bible and get to know the ways of God, the Word becomes a mirror revealing our 
weaknesses and inadequacies.  Then comes the challenge of growing into the new image we find in the 
Bible – the image of God.  In Romans 7, Paul describes the inner struggle that takes place when we seek 
to break the old patterns and establish new ones.  As we ________________________ to _________________ the 
higher calling, we have received in Christ, and yield to the impulse to do right, we grow stronger.  It 
becomes easier to do the right thing and to resist the wrong.  Colossians 3:5-17 – The old or new man 
….. 
*A 
How a Christian talks 
Nothing betrays who we are quicker than our ________________________.  A Christian will be recognized not 
only for what he or she says, but also for what is not said.  A Christian’s true spirit will be reflected in 
what he says about: 
1. God (e.g. sound doctrine, a reverent attitude, praise and testimony). 
2. Others (a good report, kindness, honest appreciation). 
3. Self (not boastful, demanding, or self-centered). 
 
How a Christian should think 
The human mind is much like a computer.  A popular saying in the computer world is:  “Garbage in, 
garbage out” …. If you feed it faulty data, it will feed faulty data back at you.  What we feed our mind is 
reflected in our words, deeds, or attitudes.  This is why it is ________________________ to read the Bible 
regularly, attend church faithfully, and meditate on spiritual things continually. 
 

CONCLUSION 
Remember that the Holy Spirit has come to help us in all areas of spiritual growth. 
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ASSIGNMENT 
 

 “What Should My Attitude Be Toward My Job  

And My Employer?” 

 
 

 

Since the Bible is the final authority in everything we will ever encounter in life, it is no surprise that it 

has a great deal to say about how we are to conduct ourselves as regards our job.  We spend about a 

quarter of our adult life on the job, and it is essential to our growth to learn how the Lord Jesus Christ 

would have us look at this area of responsibility.  If we intend to be an effective servant of God, we 

must do so with all our life and not just three-quarters of it. 

 

1. ALL saved people are called to “full-time Christian service”.   

 

A. Ephesians 4:1 says our vocation is to serve Jesus Christ. 

B. The Bible is very clear that EVERY saved person is an integral part of the Body of Christ and 
that each member’s contribution is important. 1 Corinthians 12:12-27; Ephesians 4:11-16. 

C. Our service for God is to be at all times, not just when we go to church.  1 Peter 3:15;               
2 Timothy 4:2. 

 

2. The primary purpose of our job is to support our ministry.     

 

A. Of course, our first ministry is our family.   1 Timothy 5:8, 3:5. 

B. Our second ministry is our church family.  Galatians 6:10 

C. Our third ministry is to reach the lost.  2 Corinthians 5:20 

 

3. What should my attitude be towards my job? 

 

A. We should view our job as a ministry opportunity.  NOT just a job. For most Christians, our 

fellow workers are the greatest exposure we have to unsaved people. 

B. Our life may be the only true witness of the Lord Jesus Christ they ever see. 

1. We are a light representing Jesus Christ.  Matthew 5:14-16. 

2. Our lives should reflect the Bible.  2 Corinthians 3:2. 

C. We will have a much greater influence on those we spend the most time with.  Although total 

strangers are surely an opportunity for witness, those who can see a consistent testimony 

of a Christian’s life are much easier to win. 
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4. What attitudes should I have toward my supervisors and the company I work for? 

 
A. Serve as if the Lord Jesus is our employer.  Ephesians 6:5-8; Col 3:22-24. 

 
B. Respect the authority of their position.  Obviously, no employer will be correct in every point 

and we certainly can disagree with them, however, we are to submit to their leadership, 
using it as an opportunity to show them a testimony of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Titus 2:9-10. 

 
C. Respect the company’s property; it does not belong to us.  Leviticus 19:11. 

 
D. Respect the company’s time; do eight hours of work for eight hours of pay.                                  

2 Corinthians 8:21; Colossians 3:22. 
 

E. We are to do the very best we can to help the company succeed and make our employer look 
good.  Romans 12:11; 1 Corinthians 10:24; Proverbs 10:4; 18:9; 21:25; 22:29.  Joseph is the 
greatest example of this in the Bible in Genesis 39-50. 

 
F. Mind our own business and don’t let someone else’s laziness affect us.  1 Thessalonians 4:11; 

2 Thessalonians 3:10-13. 
 
5. The Bible also shows the employer and supervisor how to relate to those under his leadership. 

 
A. Do I treat my people justly and equally?  Do I set standards for them which I refuse to keep 

myself?  Colossians 4:1; Ephesians 6:9. 
 

B. Am I consumed by my own self-interests without considering the needs of those around me?  
Philippians 2:2-3. 

 
C. Am I trying to be a leader over too many things?  Remember to consider the following points 

whenever a promotion or transfer opportunity presents itself. 
 

1. A great Bible principle is, “He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much 

…. (Luke 16:10).  Be sure we can handle what we have now. 

2. Realize the more responsibility we have, the more potential there is for problems to 

arise.  James 3:1; Ecclesiastes 8:9. 

3. Realize the more responsibilities we have, the more time and energy is demanded.  Be 

sure our new responsibilities will not hinder our service for God.  2 Timothy 2:4. 

 
D. Even in a position of leadership, we should always maintain the attitude of a servant.  Mark 

10:42-45. 
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6. Basic Questions  
 

A. What if my job conflicts with spiritual matters? 
 
1. There will always be some conflict of priorities between church activities and our work 

schedule.  We cannot quit our job or take off of work because of a few minor conflicts.  
Remember, our job is a ministry opportunity.  However, we must not use our job as 
an excuse to neglect our responsibilities to our church.  We MUST maintain a balance 
in this area. 
 

2. When our job responsibilities are contrary to Bible principles, then we must draw a 
line:   

 
a. Refuse to lie or steal for our employer or violate other clear commands of God. 
b. Guard against temptations on our job. 
c. Don’t be influenced by sinful activities around us. 

 
B. How do I handle “persecution” on the job? 

 
1. Most “persecution” in our culture is a result of the Christian’s own ignorance or lack of 

personal commitment to the Lord.  If we are being “persecuted”, it is for one of two 
reasons; our behaviour is improper, or our proper testimony is an offence to someone.  
1 Peter 3:16-17. 
 

2. Expect a certain amount of adversity from the world if we are truly serving Jesus 
Christ.  2 Timothy 3:12. 

 
3. Learn how to commit the adversity to the Lord.  1 Peter 2:18-23. 

 
C. What should I consider when looking for employment? 

 
1. Have we taken the matter to God in prayer?  James 1:5; Phil 4:6-7. 

 
2. Will the new responsibility destroy what God is trying to build in our life?  This is a 

complex question.  Don’t be afraid to seek wise counsel in this area from another 
brother in Christ whom we respect. 

 
3. If we are being asked to move to another city, is there a church there which can 

continue to provide for our spiritual needs?  This is an extremely critical point! 
 

4. In looking for a change of job, are we running away from something we should be 
facing and trying to correct? 
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REVISION OF ASSIGNMENT (Lesson 7) 

 

1. Why are all Christians called into “full-time Christian service?”  Give a scripture reference for each 

reason. 

A. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. The primary purpose of our job is to support our ministry.  List the three ministries we need to 

support. 

A. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why should we view our job as a ministry opportunity? 

A. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What are the attitudes we should have towards our company and/or supervisor? 

A. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

E. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

F. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. List some principles that we observe in the life of Joseph which had an impact on his master from 

Genesis 39:1-6. 

A. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. As an employer, what are some questions we should ask ourselves concerning our attitude 

towards the people who work for us? 

A. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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C. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. List four points to consider when deciding whether or not to take a promotion. 

A. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. What should we do when our job schedule does not allow us to be involved in church activities? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Jobs, at times, may contain responsibilities that violate Biblical principles.  List three areas to be 

aware of. 

A. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C.    __________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. What should we consider if someone at work gives us a hard time concerning our Christian faith? 

A. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. When we are looking for a new job, what should we consider? 

A. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. Briefly explain the primary purpose of this lesson. 

              _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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KEY MEMORY VERSES 

 
2 Timothy 2:4; Mark 10:44-45; Colossians 3:23 

 

In our society today, some common beliefs are: 

 

1. Our job is just our pay cheque. 

2. Our job status is the most important measure of our success. 

3. Our employer must always take a back seat to church activities. 

 

We should understand that these beliefs are false, and why. 

 

 

 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson 8 
 

A LIFE OF GIVING 
 

Luke 6:38; 2 Corinthians 9:5-15 
 

OBJECTIVE 
To introduce Christians to the blessings and responsibilities of “giving”. 
 
 
PERSONAL SURVEY 

 
THE HEART OF GIVING 

 
Because                                                                                                                             Because 
It is our                                                                                                                             it is God’s 

New nature                                                                                                                           nature 
 

 

 
INTRODUCTION 
This lesson will focus on the topic of Christian  ________________________________ . 
 

 

STEWARDSHIP 
Dictionary Definition 

The employment or use of 
one’s time, talent, and 

possessions 

 
 

“What do I have to give to God?’ 
 
(Think in terms of more than money – we use 
everyday e.g. cooking, planning events, driving, 
our jobs, personality traits, sense of humour, the 
ability to listen and empathize, etc). 

Everyone has the potential for contribution in many ways to the work of God.  Any skill we possess can 
be used _________________________ in the ministry of the Church.  Christians should never think that only 
those with money are responsible to be good stewards.   
We all have _______________________ to give.  Giving includes giving of ourselves, as well as our possessions.   
 
 
LESSON 8             1 



WHY WE GIVE 
Giving reflects the very nature of God.  Someone has said; “You can give without loving, but you cannot 
love without giving.”  God demonstrated His divine generosity when He gave His Son to redeem the 
world.  “For God so loved …. That He gave … “(John 3:16.)  Refer to the drawing of a heart 
 
A _______________________________ to give all we have to God reflects the “new nature”.  He gives us life when 
we are born again.  Self-centered living is not characteristic of the true child of God.  Our Heavenly 
Father has put a new heart within us, giving us a concern for the needs of others.  We care about the 
hungry and the homeless.  We care about those who have never heard the message of Christ.  Like our 
Heavenly Father, we give out of a heart of love.  This is the motivation for Christian stewardship. 
 
Giving our resources to God also indicates our ___________________________________ to His Divine ownership.  
Actually, it is our heart that God is concerned about – not what we have to give.  When our hearts are 
truly yielded to God, our treasure will also be His! 
 

ILLUSTRATION 
When a couple marries, their possessions usually become joint property.  They share a home and a bank 
account and are ________________________________ to providing for each other’s material needs.  So it is in our 
relationship with God.  When we love Him above all else, giving is not a problem.  We will gladly share 
what we have in behalf of His kingdom, confident that He will continue to meet our needs as He has in 
the past. 
 
Giving is important for several other reasons: Note carefully! 
1. Giving is a form of worship.  Anything we offer willingly to God can be an expression of praise and 

thanksgiving.   Our gift is an acknowledgment of His promise to provide and can help release us 
from the fear that results from trusting our own resources. 
 

2. Giving enriches our lives.  The paradox of giving is that it is the key to receiving.  As we open our 
hearts through giving, we will find blessing after blessing flowing back to us.  Liberality begets 
liberality.  We tend to receive in the same measure that we give. 

 
3. Giving sustains the work of God.  Without the gifts of God’s people, the work of the Church could 

not go on.  But when Christians are obedient and faithful in their giving, miracles happen, and 
needs that may seem insurmountable are met!  One of the joys of the Christian life is being part of 
this network of provision for God’s work and seeing needs met through the sharing of our 
resources. 

 
4. Giving helps prevent covetousness.  Many people make gods of their money and possessions.  

When our hearts are wrapped up in our possessions, God take second place.  A liberal spirit will 
prevent covetous idolatry and will help us keep material things in subjection to spiritual realities. 
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The following questions are correlated to this list of principles. 
 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
1. Is it possible to give God anything He does not already own? 
2. Is anyone excused from the responsibility of going into all the world and preaching the gospel to 

every creature? 
3. To what degree may a Christian expect that God will supply his or her needs? 
4. On what basis does God judge the size of our offering; by what we give or what we have left over?  

(2 Corinthians 8:2). 
5. Is it fair that every Christian should be asked to tithe his or her income to the church? 
6. Is it right that ministers should receive benefit from offerings given to the Lord?  (See Luke 10:7 

and 1 Corinthians 9:14). 
 

HOW TO GIVE THROUGH TITHING 
The idea of giving God a tithe (a tenth) of one’s income is very old, antedating (before) Israel’s history.  
The tenth was usually of the produce of the ground, and was considered that part of the whole that was 
due to God for the ____________________ of His “sanctuary and priests.”  The basic meaning underlying the 
giving of tithes was that “the earth is the Lord’s and … they that dwell therein” (Psalm 24:1).  Who does 
the tithe belong to?  Note Lev 27:30-31.  The tithe acknowledged God’s ownership and expressed 
gratitude to God for His generosity.  Tithing not only supported the Levites and priests, but also 
provided God’s people in His redemptive activity. To tithe brought divine blessing (Ezekiel 44:30; 
Malachi 3:8, 11), protection and prosperity. 
 

It is in the plan of God for His people to tithe.  Tithing was practiced by believers before, during, and 
after the Mosaic Law was given for Israel.  Abraham paid tithes to Melchizedek “off all” (Genesis14:20).  
This was approximately 400 years before the law. 
 

In the New Testament Jesus sanctioned the principle to tithes – Matthew 23:23.   
“Yes, woe upon you, Pharisees, and you other religious leaders – hypocrites!  For you tithe down to the last 
mint leaf in your garden, but ignore the important things – justice and mercy and faith.  Yes, you should 
tithe, but you shouldn’t leave the more important things undone.”  (LB) in Hebrews 7:1-8 the principle of 
tithes is endorsed. 
 

No one is forced to tithe or give!  It is a privilege – to express gratitude for blessings received        
(Malachi 3:10) and a practical expression of blessings desired (Luke 6:38).   
 

Today, the local church symbolizes the “storehouse” mentioned in Malachi 3:10.  The tithe is the 
provision for the expenses of the church to function, to reach out to the lost and caring. 
 

Christians give CHEERFULLY, VOLUNTARILY, SYSTEMATICALLY, and with open-ended generosity.  
Giving is not limited to a tithe. 
 

QUESTION 
Ken and Anne have been tithing regularly, but this month their bills are unusually high. If they pay their 
tithes, they will run short. Would it be right for them to skip a month on their tithes? If they go ahead 
and pay their tithes, what will happen? 
Close with a prayer that every person in the class will dedicate all to God. Pray for God to use each skill, 
talent, and resource of your class. Pray for His blessing on new Christians as they begin to honour God 
with their tithes and offerings. 
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ASSIGNMENT 
 

“What is the meaning of Giving, and what are My  
Responsibilities in this Area?” 

 
Before we can properly understand the nature of New Testament giving, we must understand one fact 
clearly:  God does not need our money.  He owns everything. 
 
1. Before any giving can be truly proper, we must be willing to give of OURSELVES first. 

A. God bought us with a price, His Blood, and we belong to Him.   
1 Corinthians 6:19-20. 

 
B. God commands us to present our body as a living sacrifice, not just our pocketbook.   

Romans 12:1. 
 

C. A willing mind and heart with a life committed to service to God must precede financial 
giving in order for God to bless it.   
2 Corinthians 8:3-5, 12. 

 
2. What is the reason for my giving? 

A. Giving proves the sincerity of our love for Jesus Christ.   
2 Corinthians 8:8 
 

B. Giving develops an attitude of “grace” for other works.  It takes no special talents or abilities 
to give, only grace.   
2 Corinthians 8:6-7, 9:8. 
 

C. Giving is an investment in eternal riches and gets our eyes off of earthly riches, which will 
fade away.   
Philippians 4:17; Matthew 6:19-21. 

 
D. The person who benefits most from our giving is US – ME – the giver. 

 
3. Where am I to give? 

A. Our primary responsibility is to our local church.  All giving in the New Testament is done 
within the context of a local church ministry.   
1 Corinthians 16:1-3 is the definitive passage. 
 

B. Obviously, anyone is free to give to causes outside the local church, and God may even use 
and bless it.  However, it is the local church which is central in God’s plan.  Any giving outside 
of it should never be done at the expense of what God would have us do in our church.  This 
is equally true of time and service, as well as money. 
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4. What does my money go for? 

A. The support of leaders of the church.   
1 Corinthians 9:13-14; Gal 6:6; 1 Tim 5:17-18. 

 
B. Other works of God supported through our Church.   

Philippians 4:15-16. 
 

C. Support of those within the church body who are unable to support themselves, and who 
have proven themselves faithful under the New Testament guidelines.   
Acts 6:1; 1 Timothy 5:16, 9-10. 

 
D. To meet general needs as determined by the leadership of our church.   

2 Corinthians 8:4; Acts 11:27-30. 
 
5. What am I supposed to give? 

We are supposed to give our life.  Our giving is to be out of a WILLING HEART and because we 
love the Lord Jesus Christ.  Exodus 25:2. 

 
Let us examine amounts of giving from the Bible. 
A. The “tithe” – In the Old Testament, the Jews were required by their religious law to give a 

certain percentage of their income.  This “tithe” was one-tenth of a person’s income.  In 
addition, the Jews gave free-will offerings for various other works of God, bringing their 
total giving well over ten percent.   
2 Chronicles 31:11-12; Deuteronomy 12:5-7. 
 

B. The church is not bound by the letter of the Old Testament law.  However, the principles of 
the Old Testament establish patterns for or relationship with God.   
1 Corinthians 10:11; Romans 15:4. 

 
6. The New Testament principles of giving are applied in three areas. 

 
A. Structure - A young Christian should establish discipline in his life in all areas.  In giving, the 

principle of ten percent can help provide that structure. 
 

B. Cheerful giving – As an individual grows in the Lord, he will develop an attitude to go 
beyond structures.  The grace of cheerful giving then becomes a reality in his life. 

 
The New Testament principles of giving are summarized in 2 Corinthians 9:7  
1. “As a man purposeth in his heart.”  Our giving is between each man himself and God. 
2. “Not grudgingly.”  If your giving is done with the wrong attitude, we will not experience 

God’s grace. 
3. “Or of necessity”   We are not bound by the tithe or any other law.  
4. “FOR GOD LOVETH A CHEERFUL GIVER.” 

 
C. Sacrificial giving – Christian maturity will result in sacrificial giving.  When a person gives 

beyond his power to give, it costs him something.  At this point, the grace of giving is 
maximized in his life.   
2 Corinthians 8:3; 2 Sam 24:24. 
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7. Other principles of giving. 
A. Give as God has prospered you.  Don’t concern yourself with the giving of others, just give 

according to the amount God has blessed you with.   
1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 8:12. 

 
B. Remember at all times the law of sowing and reaping.   

2 Corinthians 9:6; Galatians 6:7-9. 
 

C. True New Testament giving goes much further than a simple “tithe”.   It is turning over 
complete control of our lives and resources to Jesus Christ.  If God has control of our lives, 
He will have control of our resources.  All of the above principles of giving can be applied to 
our time and service as well as our money. 
 
1. God’s plan is that we be conformed to the image of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Romans 8:29. 
 

2. God’s essential nature is giving, manifest in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
John 3:16; 1 John 4:10; 2 Corinthians 8:9. 

 
3. When we give according to Bible principles, we will manifest the nature of the Lord 

Jesus Christ in our lives, resulting in God being glorified through us.   
2 Corinthians 9:8-15; 1 Chronicles 29:8-13. 

 
8. Basic questions. 
 

A. How can I be sure I am giving to the right things and that my money (and time) is being used 
as God would have it? 
 
1. Build our giving (time, service and money) around the local church.  It is God’s 

ordained institution for this age. 
 

2. In most churches, a group of men are entrusted with the responsibility of handling the 
financial matters of the body.  If you have prayerfully sought God’s leadership in 
choosing a local church, and you have followed the principles in His Word in doing so, 
then you ought to trust the leaders of the church to handle this matter properly.  If you 
have good reason to believe that the church’s resources are not being used 
scripturally, then speak to the individuals with that responsibility.  If the matter is not 
answered to your satisfaction, then perhaps you should consider praying about 
seeking another church.   

  2 Corinthians 8:20-21. 
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REVISION OF ASSIGNMENT (Lesson 8) 

 
1. Give one reason from your own studies in the Bible why you believe that God doesn’t need 

your money? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Before you can consider giving any money to the Lord’s work, you must give of yourself first.  

List three reasons for this. 

A. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. List three reasons for giving your resources. 

A. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. The Christian should give of his time, service and resources first to the local church.  Briefly 

explain why this is true. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. List four areas in which money is to be used by the local church.  Give a verse that best defines 

each point. 

A. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Briefly detail the three levels of giving. 

A. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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7. What are four attitudes on giving found in 2 Corinthians 9:7? 

A. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. If God has control of your__________________________________________, He will have control of your 

______________________________. 

9. Explain what true New Testament giving is. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Briefly explain the primary purpose of this lesson. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
KEY MEMORY VERSES 

 
2 Corinthians 9:7; Matthew 6:21; 2 Corinthians 8:9 

 

NOTE: From many pulpits, and on most radio and television shows, you will hear the 

following teachings regarding giving: 

 

1. Christians are obligated to give to any good cause. 

2. If you don’t give, the work of God will suffer. 

3. Tithing is equated to salvation. 

 

From the Bible principles taught in this lesson,  

we should understand that these teachings are false, and why. 
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Lesson 9 
 

MONEY AND POSSESSIONS 
 

Matthew 6:24 
 

OBJECTIVE 
To understand God is NOT opposed to His children having wealth, but wealth must not have us. 
 
Because this is such a delicate issue, it would be wise for us to look more closely at this sensitive 
subject. 
 
God is not ____________________________ to people having money, wealth or possessions.  The problem arises 
when these “things” have us!  A rich man or a beggar can be just as guilty, covetous and obsessed with 
getting “more and more” money.  It seems mankind is never ____________________________ with how much he 
has and always ________________________________ more.  One of the reasons why many of God’s people are not 
“rolling in money” is because their character changes when they suddenly have enough and to spare; 
they become selfish, self-centred, egotistic, snobbish and generally speaking “ugly”.  Often priorities 
change and they no longer feel a dependence on God as the source of their supply.  There is a difference 
between our needs and our greeds! 
 
Financial blessings are not for personal gain to stock-pile, but a ______________________________________ to be a 
vessel/vehicle/means to support the spreading of the Gospel.  God is looking for faithful channels to 
flow through financially – we can never outgive the Lord!   
 
Our A T T I T U D E toward money and possessions will reveal much about our character and how we 
see the expansion of God’s kingdom. 
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ASSIGNMENT 
 

“What Should My Attitude Be Towards  
Money and Possessions?” 

 
One of the greatest temptations we face as Christians is the tremendous materialism in our culture.  We 
are geared to think that success is measured by the abundance of our material wealth, when in reality 
a man’s success is measured by fulfilling God’s plan for his life. 
 
The Bible has a great deal to say about our attitudes toward physical possessions.  The object of this 
lesson is to determine how God would have us deal with this matter in light of biblical principles. 
 
1. We do NOT have to be poor to please God! 

A. This is very important to understand.  Spirituality is NOT measured by either the 
abundance OR lack of material goods.  Nowhere in the Bible does God specifically condemn 
anyone simply for having money.  Instead, he deals with our attitude. 
 

B. The Bible does NOT say that money is the root of all evil.  It says “the LOVE of money is the 
root of all evil...”  
1Timothy 6:10 

 
C. Many godly Bible characters were wealthy. 

1. Solomon was the wealthiest man in history, yet observes his conclusion of this matter.  
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14. 
 

2. Job was the wealthiest man of his day (Job 1:3) yet when all his wealth was gone, 
observes his attitude.   
Job 1:20-22. 

 
3. Even the Lord Jesus Christ was accompanied by a group of wealthy women who 

provided for Him materially.   
Luke 8:1-3; John 12:3. 

 
2. At what point does money interfere with my relationship with God? 

A. When we trust in it rather than God.   
Mark 10:23-27; Proverbs 11:4, 28. 

 
B. When our affections are set on our earthly possessions instead of our heavenly possessions.  

Matthew 6:19-21; Colossians 3:1-4. 
 

C. When we think our own spirituality, another man’s spirituality, or God’s blessings can be 
measured by material possessions.   
Luke 12:15; 1 Samuel 16:7. 

 
D. When our objective in life becomes to earn as much money as possible.   

Proverbs 23:4; Ecclesiastes 5:10-12. 
 

E. When we think that we provide for our needs instead of God providing them!   
Philippians 4:19; Deuteronomy 8:10-18. 
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3. What are the proper attitudes I should develop toward physical possessions?  
A. First and foremost, BE CONTENT with what we have.  Understand – to be content is not to 

grudgingly resign ourselves to accept our state, but to rest satisfied in God’s provision; 
realizing whatever we have been given is a blessing. 
 
1. We are to be content with our possessions.   

Hebrews 13:5; 1 Timothy 6:8. 
 

2. We are to be content in whatever state we find ourselves, resting in the Lord Jesus 
Christ.   
Philippians 4:11; Note that Paul wrote these words while in jail. 

 
B. Realize that there are many things which are far more important than money, which money 

cannot buy. 
1. Wisdom – Proverbs 16:16. 
2. A righteous life – Proverbs 28:6; 16:8; Psalm 37:16. 
3. A good night’s sleep – Ecclesiastes 5:12. 
4. God’s Word – Psalm 119:14, 72,127. 
5. Good health – Luke 8:43. 
6. Quietness and peace – Ecclesiastes 4:6; Proverbs 15:16, 17:1. 

 
C. If and when God blesses us physically, don’t forget Him.   

Deut. 6:10-12; Proverbs 30:7-9; Revelation 3:17. 
 

D. Should we lose everything and even “if” God takes all our wealth away, it should not affect 
our relationship with Him.   
Job 1:20-22. 
 

E. Don’t be envious of someone else’s wealth.   
Psalm 49:16-17; Exodus 20:17. 

 
F. Stay away from “get rich quick” schemes.   

Proverbs 20:21; 28:20, 22. 
 

G. Finally, realize that our culture through the media and advertising has a tremendous 
negative materialistic influence on us.  We must guard ourselves.  Make sure our major 
desires are spiritual instead of physical. 

 
4. We must strike a proper balance in our attitude toward money and possessions.  

A. Proverbs 11:1 says, “A false balance is abomination to the Lord…” 
1. The same Bible that says not to worry about our physical provisions in Matthew 6;25-

34 also says that if a man doesn’t provide for his family he is worse than an infidel.   
1 Timothy 5:8. 

 
2. The same Bible that says “…the love of money is the root of all evil…” also says “…the 

labourer is worthy of his reward.”   
1 Timothy 5:17-18. 
 

B. These are not contradictory statement, but balancing principles to show us how to handle 
physical possessions. 
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5. Basic questions. 

 
A. What will God provide for me? 

 
1. God promises to provide our NEEDS.   

Philippians 4:19; Matthew 6:25-34. 
 

2. Those NEEDS will be physical as well as spiritual. 
 

3. We must discern between NEEDS and WANTS.  This is a very difficult thing to do 
especially in our society.  Compare the following verses on needs and wants.   

 
a. Needs – James 2:15-16; Hebrews 4:15-16; Mark 2:25. 
b. Wants – Psalm 23:1; Proverbs 13:25; Philippians 4:11; James 1:4. 

 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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REVISION OF ASSIGNMENT (Lesson 9) 

 
1. Does the amount of wealth you have determine whether or not God is pleased with you?  

_____________________________. Briefly explain. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What can we learn about man and money from 1 Timothy 6:10? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Two men in the Bible who were very wealthy had an attitude that was uncommon among 

others.  What was so different about their attitude concerning wealth?   

A. Salomon 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. Job 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. List five wrong attitudes towards money that will interfere with your relationship with God.  

Give a scripture verse that helps you best understand each wrong attitude. 

A. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

E. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What is the most important attitude you should develop toward physical possessions? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What does the Bible teach us through the attitude displayed in the following verses?   

A. Hebrew 13:5 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. 1 Timothy 6:8 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. Philippians 4:11 
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7. List six important things – with Scripture references – that money cannot buy and that only 
God can give you. 
A. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

E. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

F. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. List five other attitudes you should develop toward money and physical possessions. 

A. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

E. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. God has promised to provide for your needs, not necessarily your____________________.  Your 
needs are both _______________as well as _________________.   Give some examples of your needs 
and wants.  Use the verses provided for each – under “Basic Questions” – as well as your own 
personal studies. 
Needs: 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wants:  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Briefly explain the primary purpose of this lesson. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

KEY MEMORY VERSES 
 

Philippians 4:11; Philippians 4:19; Colossians 3:2 
Some common attitudes regarding physical possessions are: 

1. If you get enough material wealth, you will be satisfied. 
2. God must be pleased with rich people for Him to have blessed them so much. 
3. A rich person must have violated God’s laws to obtain his wealth. 
4. Your worth as a person is measured by your material wealth. 

 
We should understand that these attitudes are wrong, and why. 
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Lesson 10 
 

A VISION FOR THE LOST 
 

Ephesians 2:1-3; John 3:16, 17 
 

OBJECTIVE 
Become aware of conditions the lost and the responsibilities of Christians to reach them with the 
Gospel. 
 

(A) 
 

THE ICY HELL OF 

INDIFFERENCE 

 
 

 
*A 
1. Isaiah 53:6    

2. Matthew 7:13 

3. Luke 19:10    

4. John 3:16; 17 

5. Romans 3:9-12   

6. Romans 5:12 

7. 2 Corinthians 5:14 

 
(B) 

 
FOUR KINDS OF PEOPLE 

❶SAVED – but 
not aware of the 
lost. 

❸LOST – but not  
aware of the gospel 

❷SAVED – and  
aware of the lost 

❹LOST – and  
aware of the gospel 
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LOST 
Dictionary Definition 

 
1) Not to be found or 

recovered, missing 
2) No longer possessed, 

seen or known. 
3) Not won, gained or 

secured. 
4) Having gone astray 
5) Perplexed; bewildered 
6) Helpless 
7) Not used or taken 

advantage of; wasted 
8) Destroyed, ruined. 

 
 
What does it mean to be lost? 

 
This is only part of the situation.  No words can 
really describe the utter ______________________________ 
of a person departed from God.  The Bible uses 
such words as: “blind, in darkness, and dead in 
sin”.  Regardless of how good a person seems to be, 
he or she is lost without God.  The critical nature of 
the world’s spiritual need must _______________ our 
hearts if we are to carry out God’s plan for the 
evangelisation of the world. 

 
While praying for the lost, a Christian woman received a vision of the spiritual condition of many 
Christians.  She saw hell, but not as a flaming pit.  Instead, she saw a lake filled with a thick white sticky 
substance with the consistency of glue.  People were immobilized in this lake and seemed powerless to 
pull themselves from the viscous substance.  All were trapped in a lethargic stupor, unable to escape.  
Above the lake she saw these words printed in blocks of ice:  “The Icy Hell Of Indifference.” 
(Note Picture A) 
  

“What do you think has created this attitude of 
indifference and lethargy in Christian circles?” 

*B 
Jesus has given us the solution to indifference:  “Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are 
white already to harvest” (John 4:35).  He calls us to look at the need and give full attention to reaching 
the lost. 
 
ARE THE UNSAVED REALLY LOST? 
Refer to diagram B.  Half the population of the world is in the third box of the diagram.  At least 2 billion 
people have not yet received an adequate Christian witness.  Unfortunately, the smallest number of 
people are in the second box, and are the only ones who can offer any hope for the people in the third 
box.  We must never give up on those in the fourth box.  Yet, those in the third box must receive our first 
attention.  World evangelization ______________________ on moving people from the first box to the second 
box. 
 
It was because the need was so great that God sent His Son into the world. 
 
*C 
THE STATE OF THE LOST CONDITION 
Read Luke 16:19-31.  To understand that this scene took place ___________ the rich man’s death. 
 
*D 
SUMMARY 
1. He was conscious (v 23). 
2. He had the use of his senses (v 24). 
3. He was tormented (v 25). 
4. He was separated from the righteous (v 26). 
5. He was concerned that his family be warned about the awful place in which he found himself  

(v 27, 28). 
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The rich man was willing to be a missionary when he saw what hell was really like, but his concern 
came too late.  A question people often ask is, “How can a loving God send anyone to hell?”  The 
Scriptures clearly state that God is “not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance”.  (2 Peter 3:9).  God does not “send” people to hell.  Sin carries them there.  The only hope is 
_________________________________ to God through Christ, and Christians have the responsibility of 
________________________ that message. 
 

THE END OF THE LOST 
The New Testament word for hell, ‘gehenna’, originally denoted a valley lying south of Jerusalem, which 
was referred to in the Old Testament as the valley of the son of Hinnom.  Child sacrifice were offered 
there (2 Kings 16:3), and it will one day be the place of God’s judgment (Jeremiah 7:32).  The name 
‘gehenna’ came to be used for the place of punishment in general.  The term is used in Matthew 5:22,29;  
10:28;  13:42,50;  23:15,33; Mark 9:43.45,47;  Luke 12:5 and James 3:6.  It characterises eternal fire or 
burning. 
 

 

WORD STUDY 

“Hell” 
 

From the Greek word  

gehenna, (or Ge-Hinnom) 

from the Hebrew valley  

of HINNOM. 

 
 

Closely connected with the idea of hell is that of 
Divine judgment.  Each person must stand 
before God and give an ________________ of himself 
(Romans 14:10-12).  Judgment will be based on 
a person’s _____________________________ to Christ as 
reflected in his deeds and lifestyle (2 
Corinthians 5:10).  God will view all things from 
His holy perspective and will judge with 
righteous judgment (2 Timothy 4:8). 

Judgment already rests on unbelievers because they ___________________________ the Saviour, but believers 
escape condemnation (John 3:16; 11:25).  In the final judgment, the saved will inherit eternal life, but 
the lost will experience eternal separation from God.   
 
Although opinions vary about the exact fulfilment of Bible prophecy, the ultimate destiny of the saved 
and the lost is very clear.  That is why we should be devoted to world ________________________________. 
 
The needs of the world seem overwhelming.  No one can win the world alone.  But we do have our 
individual “worlds” to influence for Christ.  He expects us to be aware of the _______________________ where 
we are and do all we can to influence those we know for Christ.   
 
*E 
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ASSIGNMENT 
 

“As a Christian, How do I Relate to  
the Unsaved World?” 

 
 
 
The Bible is very clear that the present world system is contrary to God’s eternal purpose.  The Word of 
God commands His children to be separate from this world system, yet at the same time, to reach lost 
men and women who live in it for Jesus Christ.   
 
This lesson is designed to show Christians how to live a balanced and consistent life in order to 
influence people for the Lord Jesus Christ, without the world influencing them for evil. 
 
1. We must realise that if we live for Jesus Christ, we will encounter opposition from the world. 

 
A. We will be opposed because Jesus Christ was opposed.   

John 15:18-21. 
 

B. We will be opposed only if we live for Him.  If we go along with the world, they will not 
oppose us.   
2 Timothy 3:12. 

 
2. What areas will this opposition come from? 

 
A. Our primary opposition will come from those closest to us who know us best – friends, 

family, fellow workers, and acquaintances.   
Matthew 10:35-36; John 1:11; Mark 6:4. 

 
B. From unsaved people in general.  The two spiritual families have NEVER gotten along and 

never will.   
Galatians 4:29. 

 
C. From society in general.  The nature and course of this present world system is against God.  

This opposition is communicated subtly through the media (literature, television, radio, etc.).  
We must just judge those things by the Word of God.    
1 John 2:15-17; James 4:4. 
 

D. Of course, the master mind behind this opposition is Satan. 
 

1. He is our adversary – 1 Peter 5:8. 
2. He is currently at work in unsaved people – Ephesians 2:2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LESSON 10             4 



 
3. How can I overcome this opposition? 

A. Give a soft answer.  Avoid fights whenever possible.   
Proverbs 15:1; Romans 12:18. 

 
B. Please God with our life.   

Proverbs 16:7 
 

C. Have faith in God.   
1 John 5:4-5 

 
D. Love our enemies and help them.  Jesus Christ loved His enemies enough to die for them 

when He didn’t have to do it. The world cannot understand this type of love, and those who 
are seeking the truth will be drawn to it.   
Romans 12:14, 20-21. 

 
E. Pray for our enemies, and pray with pure motives.   

Matthew 5:44. 
 

F. Keep good company.  Associate with people who love God and want to serve Him.   
Proverbs 13:20; 1 Corinthians 15:33. 

 
G. Immerse ourselves in the Word of God.   

Romans 12:1-2. 
 
4. How should the unsaved world view me as a Christian? 

A. They should know we love God – NOT by our mouth, as much as by our life.   
1 Corinthians 8:3. 

 
B. Our lifestyle should separate us from the world, and our behaviour should be peculiar, 

scripturally, to them.   
1 Corinthians 6:14-18; 1 Peter 2:9. 

 
C. However, we should not be so peculiar physically that we lose influence.  The unsaved 

should view us as moderate in physical matters.   
Philippians 4:5; 1 Corinthians 9:22 

 
D. They should see us as being open and honest in all matters.   

2 Corinthians 8:21; Romans 12:17. 
 

E. They should see a living testimony of the grace of God.   
Philippians 2:14-15. 
 

F. Generally, we should be of “good report”.   
1 Timothy 3:7; Colossians 4:5-6. 

 
5. How should I view the world? 

A. We are pilgrims in a strange land.   
Hebrews 11:13; 1 Peter 2:11. 
 

B. Our home is in heaven.    
Ephesians 2:6; Philippians 3:20. 
 

C. This world is a ‘mission field” to reach the lost for Jesus Christ.   
Acts 1:8; Matthew 28:18-20. 
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6. Basic Questions. 

 
A. What are my responsibilities to my government? 

1. Government is one of the three institutions ordained by God; the other two being the 
family and the church.  All governments are controlled by Satan.  (Luke 4:5-6) and 
therefore, are essentially against God.  However, we are still to submit to the ordinance 
of God.   
Romans 13:1-2.  

 
2. If we do what is right, we have no reason to fear, God will honour us for doing right.  

Romans 13:3-5. 
 

3. Render to the government what is due by law.   
  Romans 13:6-7; Matthew 17:24-27; 22:15-22. 
 

4. Submit to their ordinances.   
1 Peter 2:13-15 

 
5. Honour those in authority, even the wicked, without partaking of their wickedness.  

Commit any adverse situations to God and let Him handle them.  1 Peter 2:17-23 – 
when Peter wrote these words, Nero was king, perhaps the most wicked king Rome 
ever had. 
 

6. Realise that we cannot legislate morals or change mankind through political action.  
Man is by nature fallen and sinful, and must be changed individually, from the inside 
out, through a personal saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

  Titus 2:14. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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REVISION OF ASSIGNMENT (Lesson 10) 

 
1. As a Christian you will encounter some opposition from the world.  Why is this? Give two 

reasons. 

A. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. List the sources of opposition you will face.  

A. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. There are ways that the Christian can deal with opposition from the world.  Briefly explain 

how the following verses can help you. 

A. Proverbs 15:1 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. Proverbs 16:7 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. 1 John 5:4-5 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. Romans 12:20-21 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

E. Matthew 5:44 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

F. Proverbs 13:20 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

G. Romans 12:2 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. When unsaved people observe your life, what should they see?   

A. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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E. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

F. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. As you look at the unsaved world, what is your position?   

A. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. God has ordained three institutions for man.  List them. 

A. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. As Christians we have responsibilities concerning our government.  List four primary 

responsibilities. 

A. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Many “Christian” groups today are trying to force morality on people through the passing of 

laws.  Why won’t this process work? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Briefly explain the primary purpose of this lesson. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
KEY MOMORY VERSES 

 

2 Timothy 3:12; 1 John 2:15-16; 1 Corinthians 8:3 
Some popular attitudes among Christians are: 
1. Christians are to be totally separate from unsaved people. 
2. I should do anything to keep people from being upset with me. 
3. The best way to fight opposition is with an aggressive approach. 
 

From the Bible principles taught in this lesson,  
we should understand that these attitudes are wrong, and why. 
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Lesson 11 

 

THE LOCAL CHURCH 
 

Hebrew 10:25 
 

OBJECTIVE 
The importance and also the advantages of becoming an integral part of the local church. 
 
Not only the unconverted and the non-churchgoer, but strange to say, even some very sincere and 
totally committed Christians ask the following question: 
 
 
“Why church membership”? 
They argue fervently that they belong to the universal Church of Christ and that church membership is 
not the entry permit for Heaven, so why bother.  These genuine arguments may sound very convincing 
at first hearing, but let us look more deeply into them and do a little analysis. 
 
We often read or hear about people of “no fixed abode”.  Invariably such characters are _________________ 
_____________________, who either desire to be a law unto themselves and cannot therefore fit into the 
approved pattern of society or else are endeavouring to escape from their just responsibilities in life.  
Sad to say, our friends who tend to oppose church membership seem to reflect similar traits of 
character.  They are also of “no fixed abode” and are unwilling to pledge allegiance to any particular 
home.  They like to feel at liberty to roam as they please, to be free from any shackles.  In a sense these, 
too, are determined to be a law unto themselves and are certainly not prepared to become subject to 
discipline or authority of any kind.  They just desire to have __________________________________________ 
freedom to go around sampling everybody’s spiritual fare and, more often than not, they take the 
liberty of pointing out supposed weaknesses and insufficiencies.  As for responsibility, this is something 
they fervently desire to avoid. 
 
If one is not a member of a local church, one cannot be logically expected to shoulder the responsibility 
of teaching regularly in Sunday school or of contributing faithfully to the upkeep of that particular 
church and its ministry.  This naturally leads to unproductive, unconstructive Christian service.  Where 
there is no allegiance, there is no loyalty; where there is no discipline, there is no character; where there 
is no commitment, and there is no _____________________________________. 
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You may ask whether the Scriptures give any guidance on the subject.  We believe they do.  In the days 
of the Early Church there were no denominations, but just the one Christian Church and a person either 
_________________________ to the Church or to the world.  That those in the church came under its discipline 
is made abundantly clear by reading the Epistles (1 Corinthians 5 and 6; Hebrews 13 vs 7, 17, 24 and so 
forth).  They also had to shoulder an appropriate share of responsibility.  Paul taught, “We then that are 
strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak” (Romans 15:1).  The pillars of the Church at Jerusalem 
required that their contempories should “remember the poor” (Galatians 2:10) and the Gentiles made 
“a certain contribution for the poor saints at Jerusalem” (Romans 15:26). 
 
Furthermore, there is inference that it was customary for letters of commendation (Acts 18:27 and         
2 Corinthians 3:1) to be carried by Christians as they moved from place to place.  These letters would 
vouch for the integrity and spiritual status of the bearers in order that they might be welcomed into the 
fellowship of the saints’ resident in another area.  Such commendations would require an intimate 
knowledge of the persons concerned through close relationship with the bonds of the church.  They 
were designed to restrict unwelcome intrusion by uncommitted roamers and irresponsible parasites.  
The letters acted like a membership transfer recommendation for those who had to change to a district 
where they were not previously known. 
 
An example of the caution that surrounded this cherished church affiliation is shown in the early life of 
Saul of Tarsus.  He was a comparatively new convert at the time and had spent a brief period in Arabia 
prior to moving to Jerusalem.  The first thing he sought to do upon arrival at the sacred City of David 
was “to join … the disciples” (Acts 9:26).  He wanted to link up with the Church in Jerusalem 
immediately.  How right the desire within the heart of Paul, but the church was not at all enthusiastic 
for his membership; it was cautious about admitting this unvouched-for person into its communion.  
However, Paul clearly pressed his case, and upon recommendation being given by Barnabas, he was 
received and given the right hand of fellowship.  Paul _________________________ himself with the local 
church and did not become a freelance evangelist, thus establishing himself with the local church. 
 
As Christians, it is our duty to seek a spiritual home which is the closest to the doctrine and practice of 
the Scriptures as we see and interpret them.  We should ____________________ ourselves to such a company, 
take up our responsibilities as members of that family, submit our lives to its discipline and governance, 
give of our loyal service to promote the cause and contribute our tithes and offerings to God’s 
storehouse located within that Church.  
 
An excellent lesson can be learned from 2 Kings 10:15 (RSV) where we read:  “He (Jehu) met Jehonadab 
…. And said to him, ‘is your heart true to my heart as mine is to yours?’  And Johonadab answered, ‘It is’.  
Jehu said, ‘If it is, GIVE ME YOUR HAND’.  So he gave him his hand.  And Jehu took him up into the chariot.  
And he said, ‘Come with me, and see my zeal for the Lord’. 
 
When heart unity was established they could join hands in true fellowship and, entering the chariot 
together, could zealously serve the Lord as one. 
 
It behoves all committed Christians first to discover where their heart is in most harmonious fellowship, 
then to give their hands in membership, bearing responsibility in partnership and devote their energies 
in loyal, consistent service to the _______________________________ of the Lord. 
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ASSIGNMENT 
 “What is the Purpose of My  

Involvement in a Local Church?” 
 
God has established three major institutions on this earth: the family, the local church, and the civil 
government.  It is the local church which has been commissioned by God to carry out His purposes in 
reaching the lost and perfecting the saved.  Therefore, God’s plan for a Christian will always be fulfilled 
best when connected with the local church. 
 
1. What is the local church? 

A. It is NOT a building. 
1. We worship God in spirit and truth.  John 4:24. 

 
2. Our bodies are the temple of God.  1 Corinthians 6:19. 

 
B. It is NOT a denominational group of congregations. 

 
C. A local church is a body of men and women who have been saved and called by God to serve 

in a specific area.  “The Church” is the body of Christ, the saved multitudes from every 
nation. 
1. In 1 Corinthians 12:27, Paul writing to saved people, states clearly, “ye are the body of 

Christ”. 
 

2. Paul compares the church body to the human body in this passage –  
        1 Corinthians 12:14-27. 
 

a. Each member has a different function, verses 14-20. 
 

b. No one member can function alone, verse 21. 
 

c. Each member’s contribution is important, verses 22-24. 
 

d. A properly functioning body operates as a single unit, verses 25-27. 
 
2. What is the function of the local church? 

A. The first local church in the Bible was organized in Jerusalem.  (Acts 2:41-47).  The believers 
there organised their church for the following purposes: 
 
1. The teaching of the Word of God, verse 42. 

 
2. Fellowship with other believers, verse 42. 

 
3. Prayer, verse 42. 

 
4. The observance of the two ordinances of the church:  Baptism, verse 41, and the Lord’s 

Supper, verse 42. 
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5. To be a testimony of God’s grace and power, verse 43. 

 
6. For mutual assistance and ministry, verse 44-45. 

 
7. To reach out into the community, verse 46-47. 

 
8. To glorify and praise God, verse 47. 

 
B. The single most important priority of the local church is to edify (build up, teach, 

strengthen) the saints.  Ephesians 4:11-16. 
 
3. How do I function in the church body? 

A. During our Christian life, we should grow through three, broad, general stages. 
 
1. Observe and learn – our first priority should be to submit to the teaching of the Word 

of God to learn to be the man or woman God wants us to be.  Matthew 11:28-30. 
 

2. Participate – in time, we will naturally grow to the point where we can begin to serve 
and take on some basic functions through the already established ministries of our 
church.  Matthew 4:19; James 1:22-25. 

 
3. Lead – as our growth continues, we should reach the point where we can begin to 

minister to others in the same way we have been ministered to.  2 Timothy 2:2. 
 

B. These three stages can be roughly compared to the stages of growth physically: childhood, 
youth, adult. 
 

C. BE PATIENT!  This process takes time.  Just be sure to remain faithful to God’s established 
institution, the local church. 

 
4. Basic Questions. 

 
A. How do I find the particular local church that God wants me to serve through? 

1. Pray about it!  We should ask God to show us which church to associate ourselves 
with.  James 1:5. 

2. Observe the qualities of a particular church and compare them with the biblical 
requirements of a proper church. 
a. Is there evidence of soul winning?   

Matthew 7:20; Acts 2:47. 
b. Do they believe and teach the Bible as the Word of God and the infallible guide for 

life?   
Titus 1:9. 

c. Is the membership encouraged to read and study the Bible as much as the 
leadership?   
Acts 17:10-12. 

d. Do they minister to the needs of people?   
Acts 6:1. 

e. Do they send out and support missionaries?   
Acts 13:1-3. 
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REVISION OF ASSIGNMENT (Lesson 11) 

 

1. What are the three institutions God has established on earth? 

A. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. List some things that a church is NOT. 

A. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Define the following terms:   

A. Local Church: 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. “The Church” 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. In 1 Corinthians 12:14-27, Paul teaches that in many ways the church body is similar to the 

_______________  __________________.  List five parts of the body that are mentioned in this passage 

of scripture. 

A. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

E. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. List four basic similarities between the church body and the human body? 

A. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. The first local church in the Bible was at Jerusalem.  In Acts 2:41-47, we see this local church 

functioning.  List eight functional purposes found in this passage of scripture. 

A. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

E. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

F. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

G. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

H. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. What is the most important priority of a local church? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. There is a proper order for us to follow in participating in the church body.  List the three 

general stages connected with spiritual growth. 

A. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. How do these three stages of spiritual growth match up with the three stages of physical 

growth found in 1 John 2:12-14? 

A. ____________________________________________________________________________________ to 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ____________________________________________________________________________________ to 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ____________________________________________________________________________________ to 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. The Christian should be ______________________ because growing spiritually is a process which 

can only be properly accomplished within the established _________________ of the ______________  

______________________. 
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11. When a Christian is looking for a local church to serve in, what are some qualities he should 

be checking for?   

A. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

E. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. Briefly explain the primary purpose of this lesson. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
KEY MEMORY VERSES 

 
Ephesians 4:11-12; 1 Corinthians 12:27; 2 Timothy 2:2 

 

Many churches today are not filling God’s plan because their primary attitudes are: 

 

1. In order to really learn the Bible, you need to go to a Bible College. 

2. The primary purpose of a local church is to be a social or political organization. 

3. The local church is primarily for weddings, funerals and religious holidays. 

4. Only the “leadership” of the church is charged with any responsibility of meeting 

people’s spiritual needs. 

 

We should understand that these attitudes are wrong, and why. 
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Lesson 12 

 

OTHER CHRISTIANS 
 

1 Corinthians 12:12 
 
 
 

OBJECTIVE  
To see how we can develop a healthy relationship towards others in the Body of Christ.   
Just as every part (blood cells, muscles, organs, etc.) of our physical bodies relate __________________________ 
to each other, so we in the Body of Christ (Church) must relate to each other in the same way. 
 
There is an inter-____________________________ for each other in order to function properly, so it is the same 
in the Church. 
 
It was when the unsaved and heathen ________________ how God’s people related, respected, and loved 
other members of the Body, that they too desired to have what the Christians had.  Hence the name 
“Christian” because they were so much like Jesus.  The ___________________ of the Christians in Christ Jesus 
was the secret of their strength. 
 
Our A T T I T U D E toward God, people, and things must be healthy in order for us to _____________________ 
and fulfil God’s plan for our lives and His Body. 
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ASSIGNMENT 
 

 “What is My Relationship to  
Other Christians?” 

 
As we learned earlier, when we got saved, we moved from the devil’s family to God’s family.  Spiritually, 
we now have a new family with many brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. 
 
1. How am I related to other Christians? 

 
A. They are our brothers (and sisters) in Jesus Christ.  Be sure to understand, only those in Jesus 

Christ (saved people) are our brothers, regardless of any other factors.  Likewise, those NOT 
in Jesus Christ (unsaved people) are not our brothers regardless of any factors.   
Roman 8:29; 1 John 3:1-3; Romans 9:8; Hebrews 2:9-12. 

 
B. They are our fellow labourers in service for Jesus Christ.   

1 Corinthians 3:5-10. 
 
2. What are my responsibilities toward other Christians? 

 
A. We are to pray for each other.  Almost every one of Paul’s letters open with a prayer for 

those he is writing to.   
1 Thessalonians 1:2-3; 2 Timothy 1:3 
 

B. We are to minister to each other. 
 
1. Physically – for those in our immediate family.   

Galatians 6:10; Romans 12:13.   
 
As well as the entire body of Christ in other areas.   
Acts 11:27-30 
 

2. Spiritually 
Galatians 6:1-2; Romans 15:1-2; Hebrews 13:3. 
 

C. We are to encourage and edify one another.   
1 Thessalonians 5:11 
 

D. We are to serve one another.  Philippians 2:3-4; Matthew 20:25-28. 
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3. What should my attitude be toward other Christians? 

A. The primary attitude should be to love them.   
1 John 3:14-16; 1 Peter 4:8; 

 
B. Be patient with them.   

Romans 15:5-7; 
 

C. Be sensitive to their needs.   
1 John 3:17-18; James 2:15-16. 

 
D. Be forgiving of each other.   

Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:13. 
 
4. What is fellowship? 
 

A. “Fellowship” is a term commonly used by Christians generally referring to getting together 
for activities or times of sharing common interests.  However, this is only a small part of true 
fellowship.  It is true that to fellowship is to share things, but true biblical fellowship goes 
FAR BEYOND just a meal or an activity.  It is the sharing of life through the person of the 
Lord Jesus Christ with another believer.   
 

B. The essential elements of true Biblical fellowship are not physical matters such as social 
status, friendship, common interests, etc. but are spiritual requirements of personal 
character. 

 
1.   Humility - Philippians 2:3-8 

2.   Honesty - Ephesians 4:25; 2 Corinthians 4:2 

3.   Love  - John 13:35; Galatians 5:13-15. 

4.   Hospitality - Titus 1:8; Acts 2:42, Acts 2:46-47. 

 
C. The areas of true fellowship include, among others: 

 
1.   Prayer  - 2 Corinthians 1:11 

2.   Faith  - Romans 1:12 

3.   Ministry - 2 Corinthians 8:4; Galatians 2:9. 

4.   Suffering - Philippians 3:10; 1 Peter 4:13, 1 Peter 5:1. 

   
D. Although doctrinal beliefs are vitally important, true Biblical fellowship is not based on exact 

doctrinal agreement, but in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.  We MUST LEARN to have 
fellowship with Him personally before our fellowship with other believers will be proper.  
1 John 1:3-7. 
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5. Basic Questions. 
 

A. What if another Christian offends me? 
 
Unfortunately, this will probably happen to us if we spend any time with our brothers and 
sisters in Jesus Christ.  There will be times of offence, hurt, and disagreement within the 
body of Christ, just as in our physical family.  If and when this happens, if it is serious enough, 
the Bible gives a definite progression of principles to deal with the matter.  How should we 
respond in such a case? 

 
1. Take the offence directly to the other party first, privately, and try to settle it between 

yourselves.   
Matthew 18:15. 

 
2. If the matter is not resolved privately, take it to a leader in your church to attempt to 

mediate the situation.   
Matthew 18:16; 1 Corinthians 6:1-5. 

 
3. Do NOT go to the unsaved to settle a problem within the body of Christ!   

1 Corinthians 6:6. 
 

4. If this matter still cannot be resolved: 
a. Personally accept the wrong.   

1 Corinthians 6:7-8. 
 

b. Commit the situation to the Lord Jesus Christ.  He will handle it justly.   
1 Peter 2:19-23. 

 
c. Forgive your brother.   

Colossians 3:13. 
 

d. Pray for your brother.   
Matthew 5:43-48; Romans 12:14. 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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REVISION OF ASSIGNMENT (Lesson 12) 

 

1. List the two primary aspects of your relationship with other Christians. 

A. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. List four responsibilities you have toward other Christians, and give a scripture reference 

that best defines each point. 

A. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. List four attitudes you should have toward other Christians, and give a scripture reference 

that best defines each point. 

A. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What does the term “fellowship” mean? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. The essential elements of true biblical fellowship are not ________________________ matters, but 

pertain to ____________________ requirements of personal ____________________________. 

 

6. List four character qualities needed in the Christian’s life in order to participate in true 

fellowship with other believers. 

A. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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7. List four areas of true fellowship, and give a scripture reference for each. 

A. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. True or false: 

_______ A. True Biblical fellowship is based on exact doctrinal beliefs. 

_______ B. True Biblical fellowship is possible with an unsaved person. 

_______ C. We must have fellowship with Jesus Christ before we can have true fellowship with  

            Other Christians. 

9. In the event another Christian offends you, list three principles which should govern your 

actions in attempting to resolve the matter. 

A. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. In the event your brother refuses to help resolve a problem, what should you do? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Briefly explain the primary purpose of this lesson. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
KEY MEMORY VERSES 

 
Ephesians 4:32; 1 John 3:14-15; 1 John 1:7 

 

Among may Christians today, the following attitudes prevail: 

1. We are not to associate with Christians who do not believe exactly as we do. 

2. “Fellowship” must be centred around a meal or an activity. 

 

We should understand that these attitudes are wrong, and why. 
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Lesson 13 

 

LIBERTY IN CHRIST 
 

2 Corinthians 3:17 
 

OBJECTIVE 
To understand God’s parameters for our life in order that we may live a victorious life in Christ.  
 
The laws of God were never intended for our detriment.  They are ____________________________ wherein we 
can live and enjoy    

a. Fellowship with God. 
b. unity with my fellow brothers and sisters in Christ and 
c. Authority over the forces of darkness opposed to the work of God. 

 
It is only when our WILL chooses to trespass beyond those limits that we find ourselves in serious 
trouble – ensnared and trapped in bondage to sin. 
God has given us all the liberty needed for health, prosperity and victory; we must only remain within 
those lines. 
 
Liberty in Christ is NOT a ___________________ to sin but rather a ________________________ to His Word for my 
life.  When a river flows within its banks, it is ‘free’ to flow.  The banks must not be seen as restrictive 
(cramping its style).  It is only when the river bursts its banks that it becomes destructive, but when 
within the banks, the river can be ____________________________ for power, recreation, etc. 
 
So also with us.  IN Christ (John 15:1-7), we can be fruitful and productive.  Outside of Christ we are 
destructive to the kingdom of God. 
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ASSIGNMENT 
 

 “Since All My Sins Are Forgiven,  
Am I Free To Do As I Please?” 

 
The New Testament is very clear that as saved people, we are no longer bound by any law to please God 
but we are under His grace.  Many people, however, take this freedom as an opportunity to sin, thinking 
they are free to do as they wish. 
 
The purpose of this lesson is to help the individual understand just what his liberties in Jesus Christ 
are, and what lines need to be drawn in his life in relation to his actions as a child of God.   
 
1. Am I free to do whatever I want? 

A. Personally, within our own lives, we are free to make our own choices.   
John 8:36; Romans 14:22; Titus 1:15. 
 

B. We are eternally secure in Jesus Christ.  If we have GENUINELY placed our trust in Him our 
Saviour, we cannot go to hell.   
Galatians 2:16; Ephesians 2:8-9. 

 
C. We are not bound by any laws.   

Romans 8:2; Galatians 3:24-25. 
 
2. HOWEVER….. 

A. The liberty we have in Jesus Christ gives us freedom to do what is right without the 
constraints of any laws as opposed to giving us license to sin or do what we want.   
Galatians 5:13. 
 

B. Our liberty is not so we can feed our sinful flesh.   
Romans 6:12-18. 
 

C. Our liberty is so we can serve God.   
1 Peter 2:16. 

 
3. How does our freedom affect us personally?  N.B.! 

A. We are free to make our own choices, but if we choose to sin, we should be aware of the 
consequences!   
1. We will not bear fruit.   

John 15:1-8. 
 

2. God will chasten us as His sons.   
Hebrews 12:5-11. 

 
3. God will allow us to reap as we have sown.   

Galatians 6:7-8. 
 

B. God will get the glory from our lives one way or another; either as a vessel of honour, or a 
vessel of dishonour.  The choice is ours.   
2 Timothy 2:20-21. 

LESSON 13             2 



 
4. How does my freedom affect those around me? 

A. Our lives will be a testimony for good or for bad whether we want it to be or not.   
Romans 14:7. 
 

B. We are to avoid things which could cause a weaker Christian to stumble in his faith.   
Romans 14:13-15; 1 Corinthians 8:9-13. 
 

C. We are to avoid things which appear wrong even though they may not be wrong.   
Romans 14:16; 1 Thessalonians 5:22. 

 
D. We are to have a good testimony toward both saved and lost people.   

Romans 14:18. 
1. To the saved.   

Acts 6:1-3; 16:1-2. 
 

2. To the lost.   
Colossians 4:5, 1 Timothy 3:7. 

 
3. The purpose of this is to influence them for good in the Lord Jesus Christ.   

Acts 11:22-24; 1 Corinthians 9:19-23. 
 
5. What are the bounds of my liberty?  NB! 

There are many “grey areas” in dealing with certain things we may or may not want to be involved 
in.  In these cases, we need to ask ourselves some questions. 
 
A. Am I being brought under the power or something that should not be controlling my life?   

1 Corinthians 6:12. 
 

B. Am I edifying myself or others?   
1 Corinthians 10:23. 
 

C. Can I ask God to bless it with a clear conscience?   
Colossians 3:17; Acts 24:16. 
 

D. If the Lord returned at this moment, would I be ashamed?    
1 Corinthians 1:8; 1 Thessalonians 5:23. 

 
E. Would it cause a brother to stumble?   

Romans 14:13-15; Romans 15:1-2. 
 

F. Would it be cause for an unsaved person to reject the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour?   
1 Corinthians 10:31-33. 

 
G. Does my conscience condemn me for it?   

1 Peter 3:16; Hebrews 13:18; 1 Timothy 1:5 
 
6. Basic Questions. 

 
How do I achieve a balance between my liberties and other people’s needs? 
ONLY through the power of the Holy Spirit as you walk with Him. 
2 Corinthians 3:6, 17; Romans 7:6 
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REVISION OF ASSIGNMENT (Lesson 13) 

 
1. As a Christian, are we free to do whatever we please?  Briefly explain. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. The Word of God draws some boundaries on our freedom.  Explain those boundaries from 

each of the following verses. 

A. Galatians 5:13 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. Romans 6:18 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. 1 Peter 2:16 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. When we choose to sin, what are the consequences of our choice?   

A. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. God will get the glory from our lives, either as a _________________ _____ _______________, or as a 

_____________________ ______ _______________________. 

 

5. List four ways that our freedom can influence people around us 

A. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. We are to have a good testimony toward both saved and lost people.  What is the reason for 

this?____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

       _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

       _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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7. List seven questions we can consider in setting the bounds of our personal liberty. 

A. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

E. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

F. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

G. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. What is the role of the Holy Spirit regarding our personal liberty? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. Briefly explain the primary purpose of this lesson. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
KEY MEMORY VERSES 

 
Galatians 5:13; Romans 15:1; 1 Corinthians 10:31 

 

In many churches today, some popular teachings are: 

  

1. There is a “set of rules” a Christian must live by in order to please God. 

2. We are free to do whatever we want regardless of how it affects other people.  

3. What we do has no real influence on other people. 

 

We should understand that these teachings are false, and why. 
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Lesson 14 
 

THE WILL OF GOD 
 

John 15:7 
 

OBJECTIVE 
To try and discover how to __________________ in the will of God so we may please Him. 
 
Knowing the will of God for our lives on a day to day basis is explained in the Assignment.  However, 
knowing the will of God for our lives when faced with a major __________________________ and not knowing 
which direction to go, can be trying.  This is the time when we would like to “hear” Him speak to us in an 
audible voice or see the “writing on the wall” or receive unquestionable confirmation of which direction 
to take. 
 
Because we have __________________ God’s will on a daily basis, we are able to “rest” in the Lord to reveal 
His Will, with His PEACE about which direction to choose. 
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ASSIGNMENT 
 

 “How Do I Find God’s Will  
For My Life?” 

 
A famous preacher once said that a successful man is a man who finds out what God wants him to 
accomplish with his life and then fulfills it.  That is a very profound statement.  The true measure of a 
man’s success is not his social status or bank account, or his influence and fame.  It is simply “doing 
what God wants him to do.” 
 
1. What the Will of God is NOT: 

 
A. The Will of God is not physical, but spiritual.  It is never connected with a set of rules, a 

geographical location, or a specific ministry. 
 

B. The Will of God is not to be confused with the plan of God for our lives.  God has a specific 
plan for our lives individually, and only God can give us all the details regarding it because it 
is HIS plan for us, not any man’s. 

 
2. There are two aspects to the Will of God, His permissive will, and His perfect  / directive  will 
 

A. The permissive will of God. 
1. It must be clearly understood that God allows things to happen He does not approve of 

in order to accomplish some larger purpose.  Examples are abundant, both in and out 
of scripture. 
 
a. Paul’s trip to Jerusalem – Acts 21:4-14.  God warned him three times not to go, 

but then allowed him to go to teach him obedience, and ultimately to get him to 
Rome. 
 

b. Hitler – God certainly did not approve of him murdering 6 million of His chosen 
people, but allowed it as the beginning of the restoration of the Jews and to return 
them to their homeland. 

 
c. 1 Peter 3:15-18 – God allows suffering in the lives of His children to perfect them 

although He would clearly prefer that they not have to suffer. 
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2. Man has a free will. God will not force anyone to do anything.  
God offers salvation and lays down the principles for a godly life; but if a man exercises 
the free will God has given him and rejects it, God permits that man’s free will to be 
exercised, and the man suffers the consequences. 

 
 

B. The directive will of God. 
1. There are certain things God specifically wills. 

a. Peter 3:9 – God is not willing that any should perish.  All unsaved people are out 
of the will of God regardless of what else they do. 
 

b. 1 Thessalonians 5:18 – We are to give thanks in everything. 
 

c. 1 Peter 2:13-15 – We are to submit to every ordinance of man.  However, this 
must be balanced by the next point. 

 
d. Romans 12:1-2 – We are not to be conformed to this world, but be transformed 

by the renewing of our minds.  (Submission to the ordinances of man is to 
maintain a proper testimony to win them; while at the same time, our lives are to 
be transformed to live by a higher standard to please God.) 

 
e. 1 Thessalonians 4:3-7 – God desires our sanctification. 

 
f. Ephesians 6:5-8 – Our service is to be from the heart, with pure motives, as if we 

were serving Jesus Christ. 
 

g. Ephesians 5:15-17 – We are to redeem the time.  Quit wasting time.  Make use of 
the small amount God has given us. 

 
2. Summarizing God’s will for our lives:  The will of God is the same for every person on 

earth, to be conformed to the image of His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
a. Romans 8:28-29. 

b. John 17:20-23 

c. Ephesians 4:13-15 

 
3. Where can I find the plan of God for my life? 

 
We will never find the will of God or the plan of God outside of The Word of God.  We find God’s 
will and plan by renewing our minds (Romans 12:1-2).  We renew our minds by letting “…… this 
mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 2:5), We must replace carnal thoughts 
with God’s thoughts by immersing ourselves in the Word of God.   
(2 Corinthians 10:5). 
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4. How does God reveal His plan for my life? 
a. We must be in conformity to the will of God before He will reveal His plan for us.  Our 

priority should be to fulfill the general will of God in our daily lives and trust Him to guide us 
in the detailed plan. 
 

b. God is infinitely more interested in our BEING the type of person He wants us to be rather 
than our DOING for Him all the “mighty works.”  Be what He wants us to be, and He will 
show us what to do! 

 
 
 
5. Basic Questions. 

 
A. Why doesn’t God reveal His plan for us now? 

 
1. It would overwhelm us before we got started. 

 
2. We may not be equipped to handle it yet. 

 
3. We may not be the type of person God wants us to be yet. 

 
4. God will reveal what we can handle when we can handle it. 

 
5. This is illustrated by the old question asked of children, “what do you want to be when 

you grow up?”  If all five-year olds were surveyed on this question, then forced to stick 
with their answer, in 20 years there would be nothing but firemen, policemen, and 
nurses.  As time goes on and we grow spiritually, our interests, talents, and desires will 
grow and change.  Be patient and wait on God while fulfilling His specific will for our 
lives. 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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REVISION OF ASSIGNMENT (Lesson 14) 

 
1. List four things that the will of God is NOT. 

A. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. God also has a specific ________________ for our lives, and only He can reveal the _____________. 

3. Briefly explain the permissive will of God. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

             _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. According to 1 Peter 5:10, God allows Christians to go through suffering so that they might 

be more:   

A. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. God has given all men a free will; therefore He will not force man to do anything.  But when 

God offers an individual salvation or direction, and this is rejected, what is the result? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. God has a direct will for man.  List seven things that God specifically wills for us. 

A. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

E. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

F. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

G. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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7. Summarize God’s will for a Christian’s life.  Give scripture references to support your 

answer. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Where do we find God’s will and plan for our lives? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Before God will reveal His plan for our lives, what must take place? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Briefly explain the difference between the will of God and the plan of God. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Briefly explain the primary purpose of this lesson. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
KEY MEMORY VERSES 

 
Romans 12:1-2; 1 Peter 3:17; 2 Peter 3:9 

 

There is much confusion today about the Will of God. Some popular beliefs are: 

1. The will of God is different for every individual. 

2. The will of God has to do with specific, physical matters. 

3. God has predetermined what will happen (fate) and man’s free will has no 

bearing on the. 

We should understand that these beliefs are false, and why. 
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Lesson 15 
 

ACCOUNTABILITY 
 

2 Corinthians 5:10-11 
 

OBJECTIVE 
To keep our focus on eternal matters because one day all Blood washed Christians will give account of 
their life since being Born Again. 
 
This Judgement Seat is not to be confused with the Great White Throne Judgement of God. 
 
The Judgement Seat of Christ (Greek word = BEMA) is where only the _____________________________ w i l l 
appear for accountability since salvation.  There will be no sinners at this occasion.  The Apostle Paul 
likened this to an Award/Prize giving Ceremony after an athletics performance (1 Corinthians 9:24-27).  
The basis of judgement will not be if we are going to heaven or not, because all those at the BEMA will 
be saved, and destined for heaven.  Here, ______________________________ will be the issue!   
 
The Great White Throne Judgement will only be for sinners (unrighteous) AFTER the Millennium.  The 
basis of this judgement will be to reveal that their names are NOT written in the Lambs Book of Life 
(Revelation 20:11-15), which means, their own ________________________ was not to be Born Again and 
accept Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour.  They will spend eternity with Satan (Mathew 25:41). 
 
 

SUMMARY 
 
After the RAPTURE (First Resurrection) will be the Judgement Seat of Christ – only the saved will give 
an account (be judged) since salvation. 
 
After the MILLENNIUM will be the Great White Throne Judgement (Second Resurrection), only sinners 
judged and sentenced 
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ASSIGNMENT 
 

 “Is There A Judgement Day for Christians, and  
What Will I Be Accountable For?” 

 
The Bible says God’s ways are not our ways because man looks on outward physical matters, while God 
looks at the heart attitude and operates in the spiritual realm.  If we are going to serve God effectively 
we must take our focus off of physical matters and concentrate on the spiritual.  Our life will only make 
sense and have purpose and meaning as we live in the spiritual realm, focused on eternal matters. 
 
1. What is the “Judgement seat of Christ?” 

 
A. God will judge every human being who has ever lived.   

Proverbs 29:26; Hebrew 9:27. 
 

B. God judged the sin of the world at Calvary.  By placing our faith in Jesus Christ, we do not 
have to fear judgement of our sins because He took our judgement upon Himself.   
1 Peter 2:24; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 3:13. 

 
C. Our judgement will be for our service to the Lord Jesus Christ after our salvation.  This event 

is called the “Judgement seat of Christ.”   
2 Corinthians 5:10; Romans 14:10. 

 
2. What will I be judged for at the Judgement seat of Christ? 

 
A. We will be judged for our work as a servant of Jesus Christ.   

1 Corinthians 3:11-15. 
 

B. Our work will be judged for the MOTIVE behind it and the quality as opposed to the 
quantity. 
 
1. “Of what SORT (What kind) it is.”   

1 Corinthians 3:13. 
 

2. Heart attitudes will be more important than actual works.  If the proper attitudes are 
developed, the proper works will come naturally.   
1 Thessalonians 2:4; Ephesians 6:6. 
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3. What are the negative consequences of this judgement? 

 
A. Paul said in speaking of the Judgement Seat of Christ in 2 Corinthians 5:11 that it is the 

“terror of the Lord”.  A Christian should never fear going to hell, but there are some things to 
beware of in relation to the final judgement. 

 
Some Christians will be found: 
1. Ashamed for not living for the Lord Jesus Christ at His appearing.   

1 John 2:28. 
 

2. Suffering loss because their works were temporal and not eternal.   
1 Corinthians 3:15. 

 
3. Losing rewards because they lived in sin rather than for Jesus Christ.   

2 Corinthians 5:10; Galatians 6:7-8. 
 

B. Remember that appearances are many times very deceiving. 
1. Don’t be fooled by outward appearances in our own life as well as the lives of others, 

many people only APPEAR to be servants of the Lord.   
Luke 16:15; 1 Corinthians 1:27-31. 

2. Be sure to invest in heavenly rewards instead of earthly rewards.  The real servants of 
the Lord will be revealed at the Judgement Seat of Christ.   
Matthew 6:19-20; Colossians 3:1-4. 

 
4. What rewards are obtainable? 

The rewards obtainable at the Judgement Seat of Christ can be seen by studying the five crowns in 
the New Testament: 
A. Crown of Righteousness – 2 Timothy 4:8 – given to those who love the appearing of the 

Lord Jesus Christ. 
1. The Bible closes with “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”  

Revelation 22:20. 
2. Our overriding desire should be, at all times, to be with the Lord.   

Philippians 1:23-24. 
 

B. Crown of Life – Revelation 2:10 – the martyr’s crown. 
1. Also seen in James 1:12 as given to those who endure temptation. 
2. This is the same as the martyr’s crown because we have overcome temptation by dying 

to self.   
Romans 6:6-11 

 
C. Incorruptible Crown – 1 Corinthians 9:25 – given for self-control or moderation. 

1. The context of 1 Corinthians 9:18-27 deals with self-control or moderation in all 
matters (physical, spiritual, and mental) to be a testimony to others. 

2. This is balanced by remembering that some have infirmities for the purpose of 
glorifying God.  Paul is a great example.   
2 Corinthians 12:7-10. 
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D. Crown of Rejoicing – 1 Thessalonians 2:19 – the soul –winner’s crown. 
1. Given to those who win people to Jesus Christ.   

Philippians 4:1 
 

2. Called the crown of rejoicing because it produces rejoicing in heaven when someone 
gets saved.   
Luke 15:7. 
 

E.      Crown of Glory – 1 Peter 5:4 – the shepherd’s crown.  Given to those who pastor or shepherd 
         people in the Word of God. 

a. The New Testament is very clear that ALL saved people are to be actively 
teaching someone the Word of God, not just preachers.   
Ephesians 4:11-16. 

 
b. It requires great wisdom which can only be obtained through the Word of God.  

Proverbs 4:7-9. 
 
5. Basic Questions. 
 

A. Why should I worry about the Judgement Seat of Christ? 
1. The focus on the return of the Lord Jesus Christ is one of the most practical doctrines 

for everyday living in the Bible.  Notice in the following verses how many practical 
character qualities are produced by focusing on the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
a. Patience  

James 5:7-8; 2 Thessalonians 3:5. 
b. Peace 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
c. Joy  

1 Thessalonians 2:19 
d. Holiness  

Thessalonians 3:13; 1 John 3:1-3 
e. Confidence  

Philippians 1:6; 1 John 2:28 
f. Diligence in service 

2 Timothy 4:1-8 
g. Righteous living 

Titus 2:11-14 
h. Faith even in difficult times  

1 Peter 1:5-7 
 

2. The rewards we receive on earth are all temporal and will perish.  The rewards we 
receive at the Judgement Seat of Christ are eternal and will never perish.   
2 Corinthians 4:17;  5:4. 

 
3. By constantly focusing on the Judgement Seat of Christ, we will naturally develop a 

desire to please God rather than men.  Developing this attitude is the surest way to 
handle criticism and opposition.   
2 Corinthians 5:6-9; 1 Corinthians 7:23. 
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REVISION OF ASSIGNMENT (Lesson 15) 

 
1. What group of people will be judged at the Judgement Seat of Christ? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What will be judged for at the Judgement Seat of Christ?   

A. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. There are some things which we should beware of regarding the Judgement Seat of Christ.  

List them below: 

A. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. The real servants of Jesus Christ will be revealed and the less sincere will be exposed.  What 

are two principles to remember concerning this?  Give a scripture reference for each. 

A. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. There will be rewards available for those who are found to be faithful in their service to 

Lord Jesus Christ.  List the five crowns and describe briefly what they are given for. 

A. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

E. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. When a Christian focuses his attention on the return of the Lord Jesus Christ, he tends to 

develop some proper qualities.  List eight of them. 

A. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

E. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

F. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

G. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

H. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. What is the difference between the rewards we receive on earth and the ones received at 

the Judgement Seat of Christ. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. What is the greatest benefit in our lives when we constantly focus on the return of the Lord 

Jesus Christ? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Briefly explain the primary purpose of this lesson. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
KEY MEMORY VERSES 

 
2 Corinthians 5:8-9; 1 John 2:28; Luke 16:15 

 

In many churches today, some popular teachings are: 

1. God is going to judge Christians for their sin before salvation. 

2. Christians will be judged for what they have done without regard for their 

motives. 

3. Our rewards and losses are all received in this life. 

 

From the Bible principles taught in this lesson, we should understand that 

 these teachings are false, and why. 
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A PARABLE OF  
FISHLESS FISHERMEN 
 
Issue: Is a person a fisherman if year after year he never catches any fish? 
 
Now it came to pass that a group existed who called themselves fishermen. And lo, there were many 
fish in the waters all around. In fact the whole area was surrounded by streams and lakes filled with 
fish. And the fish were hungry. 
 
Week after week, month after month, and year after year, these who called themselves fishermen 
met in meetings and talked about their call to fish, the abundance of fish, and how they might go 
about fishing. Year after year they carefully defined what fishing means, defended fishing as an 
occupation, and declared that fishing is always to be a primary ask of fishermen. 
 
Continually they searched for new and better methods of fishing and for new and better definitions 
of fishing. Further they said, “The fishing industry exists by fishing as fire exists by burning.”  They 
loved slogans as “Fishing is the task of every fisherman,” “Every fisherman is a fisher,” and “A 
fisherman’s outpost for every fisherman’s club.” They sponsored special meetings called 
“Fishermen’s Campaigns” and “The Month for Fishermen to Fish.” They sponsored costly 
nationwide and worldwide congresses to discuss fishing and to promote fishing and hear about all 
the ways of fishing such as the new fishing equipment, fish calls, and whether any new bait was 
discovered. 
 
These fishermen built large, beautiful buildings called “Fishing Headquarters.” The plea was that 
everyone should be a fisherman and every fisherman should fish. One thing they didn’t do, 
however….they didn’t fish. 
 
In addition to meeting regularly, they organized a board to send out fishermen to other places 
where there were many fish. All the fishermen seemed to agree that what is needed is a board 
which could challenge fishermen to be faithful in fishing. The board was formed by those who had 
the great vision and courage to speak about fishing, and to promote the idea of fishing in streams 
and lakes where many other fish of different colour lived. 
 
Also, the board hired stalls and appointed committees and held many meetings to define fishing, to 
defend fishing, and to decide what new streams should be thought about.  But the staff and 
committee members did not fish. 
 
Large, elaborate, and expensive training centres were built whose original and primary purpose 
was to teach fishermen how to fish. Over the years courses were offered on the needs of fish, the 
nature of fish, where to find fish, the psychological reactions of fish, and how to approach and feed 
fish. Those who taught had many graduates who were given fishing licenses. They were sent to do 
full-time fishing, some to distant waters which were filled with fish. 
 
Some spent much study and travel to learn the history of fishing and to see faraway places where 
the founding fathers did great fishing in the centuries past. They lauded the faithful fishermen of 
years before who handed down the idea of fishing. 
 
 
 



Further, the fishermen built large printing houses to publish fishing guides. Presses were kept busy 
day and night to produce materials solely devoted to fishing methods, equipment, and programs to 
arrange and to encourage meetings to talk about fishing. A speakers bureau was also provided to 
schedule special speakers on the subject of fishing. 
 
Many who felt the call to be fishermen responded. They were commissioned and sent to fish. But 
like the fishermen back home they never fished. Like the fishermen back home, they engaged in all 
kinds of other occupations. They built power plants to pump water for fish and tractors to plow new 
waterways. They made all kinds of equipment to travel here and there to look at fish hatcheries. 
Some also said they wanted to be part of the fishing party, but they felt called to furnish fishing 
equipment. Others felt their job was to relate to the fish in a good way so the fish would know the 
difference between good and bad fishermen. Others felt that simply letting the fish know they were 
nice, land-loving neighbours and how loving and kind they were was enough. 
 
After one stirring meeting on “The Necessity for Fishing”, one young fellow left the meeting and 
went fishing. The next day he had caught two outstanding fish. He was honoured for his excellent 
catch and scheduled to visit all the big meetings to tell how he did it. So he quit his fishing in order 
to have time to tell about the experience to the other fishermen. He was also placed on the 
Fishermen’s General Board as a person having considerable experience. 
 
Now it’s true that many of the fishermen sacrificed and put up with all kinds of difficulties. Some 
lived near the water and bore the smell of dead fish every day. They received the ridicule of some 
who made fun of their fishermen’s clubs and the fact that they claimed to be fishermen yet never 
fished. They wondered about those who felt it was of little use to attend the weekly meetings to talk 
about fishing. After all, were they not following the Master who said, “Follow me, and I will make 
you fishers of men?” 
 
Imagine how hurt some were when one day a person suggested that those who didn’t catch fish 
were really not fishermen, no matter how much they claimed to be. Yet it did sound correct. Is a 
person a fisherman if year after year he never catches a fish? 
 
Is one following if he isn’t fishing? 
 
(Author Unknown) 
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