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CHAPTER 1
A CONCISE TRAINING COURSE FOR THE STAFF OF THE CHILDREN’S CHURCH

1. INTRODUCTION
This course is not intended to be all-inclusive for the Children’s Church teacher; it is to
be a starting-point which should be subjective to constructive criticism and the
opportunity to add additional material so that every member of the team can benefit by
it. New information is limited and this course is rather a compiled resume of available
Children’s Church material to provide positive guidance within a short period of time to
the teacher for the huge task that rests on his shoulders.
I trust that the following figures will provide a good indication of the enormity of the
task before us.
At present, we have one hour at our disposal for Children’s Church, i.e.
There are
Less
Less

52 Sundays per year.
12 Sundays during school holidays.
40
4 long weekends per year
36

Thus, we have only 36 hours per year for Children’s Church.
In addition to this, the preparation before the class actually begins, takes approximately
half an hour. If we deduct the 36 half hours, we really have only 18 hours per year in
which to teach our children.
According to studies undertaken, it has become known that only one third of the
children from Protestant churches attend Children’s Church, the other two thirds attend
no service at all. Unfortunately the third that actually attends, does not receive proper
instruction due to lack of training available to teachers and the inadequacy of the
teaching aids available. Poor attention paid during lessons is also a contributing factor.
We have 11 years in the life of a child, aged 5 to 16, during which we can give him a
Christian education. This means that at a rate of 18 hours per year, 198 hours in total are
spent on the child’s spiritual education. In comparison to this, the same child spends
approximately 5 hours at school for 200 days per year. This equals to 1000 hours per
year, which, over a period of 12 years, amounts to 12000 hours being spent to prepare
him for this temporary life, with the best possible teaching aids at his disposal. In
contrast to this, the Children’s Church spends 198 hours to prepare the child for
eternity.
It is obvious that it is essential to have adequately trained staff to meet this important
need.
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CHAPTER 2

2. THE IMPORTANCE OF THE CHILDREN’S CHURCH
The Children’s church is important for the following reasons:
A. IT IS A COMMAND FROM GOD:
Deut. 6:7 – 9; Mark 10:13 – 16; Matt. 18:1 – 14.
Teachers should be obedient to the great command and invest time and talents in
the child to reap eternal dividends. Live righteously and fulfil your honourable
and holy ministry with the zeal of God.
B. EVERY LIFE IS PRECIOUS:
John 10:10
1. The value of a life.
In so many societies there is no longer respect for life; one only has to
open a newspaper to read about murder, violence and abortion. God, the
Creator of life, places enormous value to it; read Genesis 9:5 – 6 and
Christ’s declaration in Mark 8:36 – 37.
2. The extent/duration of life.
Man has a beginning, but no end as he enters into eternity after this life.
Matt. 10:28 and Matt. 25:46.
3. The possibilities in a life.
Each life holds an unlimited capacity for knowledge, freedom, power and
satisfaction. Life is unlimited in its numerous possibilities and
opportunities.
C. THE LIFE OF THE CHILD IS UNBIASED AND UNTARNISHED.
We frequently find that when adults come to salvation, they are not able to live
their Christian lives to the fullest because of problems emanating from their past.
The child, in comparison, is fertile ground in which to sow the Word of God.
D. UNSAVED PARENTS CAN BE REACHED THROUGH THEIR CHILDREN.
Parents normally take an interest in their children’s activities, which presents an
excellent opportunity for bringing them into contact with the church. Children
strengthen and enrich a home and lead parents to salvation and to the church.
E. THE CHILDREN’S CHURCH DETERMINES THE FUTURE OF THE CHURCH.
A very conservative estimate is that 75% of all church members, 85% of the
workforce and 95% of pastors and evangelists come from the Children’s Church.
The Children’s Church of today is the church of tomorrow. The Children’s Church is
not merely part of the church, but is the church itself. It results in better church
attendance, better tithing and undoubtedly better and more intercessors.
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F. OTHER CHANNELS ARE DISAPPEARING.
The Bible is no longer part of family life. Our ancestors were sincere God-fearing
people and many were prepared to suffer for their faith. The Bible was an official
textbook in schools; the Children’s Church must now undertake this task.
G. IT CAN DETERMINE THE FUTURE OF THE NATION.
The Children’s Church not only plays a role in the future of the church; it also has
a definite leading role in the future of the nation.
H. CHILDHOOD YEARS ARE A FOUNDATION FOR LIFE.
Dr Clarence Benson wrote in his book, “Introduction to Child Study”, that by the
age of 3, parents have shaped more than half of their children’s lives.
Sow an idea, reap a deed.
Sow a deed, reap a habit.
Sow a habit, reap a character.
Sow a character, reap eternity.
Read Galatians 6:7 – 8.
I. STATISTICS PROVE THE IMPORTANCE OF CHILDREN’S CHURCH WORK.
1. 75% of all conversions take place before the age of 20, and seven times
more between the ages of 16 and 26 years.
2. 87% of all adult converts backslide after 5 years, whereas only 40% of
youth converts backslide during the same period.
3. When an adult is saved, a great part of his life has already passed,
whereas, in the case of a child, his entire life is still before him.
4. A great deal of time, energy and money is spent in repairing the damage
that has been done in the lives of adults because of a neglected Christian
education during their formative years. This could have been prevented if
more time had been spent in the formation and development of a
Christian character.
In conclusion, I urge you to read Proverbs 22:6 and Hebrews 11:24 – 25.

CHAPTER 3

3. THE ORGANISATION OF THE CHILDREN’S CHURCH
A. STAFF
1. It is important for staff to attend meetings and training courses faithfully and
regularly.
2. Rules must be adhered to in all circumstances.
3. Co-operation with authorities is a prerequisite.
4. Requests should be adhered to.
5. Registers should be kept meticulously.
6. Teachers should be able to give feedback at meetings.
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B. THE OFFICE
1. A room should be designated for the administration of the Children’s Church.
2. All supplies should be stored in this office.
3. It is essential to have the office well organised.
4. Staff should have the liberty to approach the office for their necessities.
5. A reliable and effective recordkeeping system is essential.
6. Weekly reports should be submitted to the Pastor and Superintendent.
7. Staff must be informed about any changes in the programme, meetings,
special occasions and any other important matters.
8. The office should be used for distribution of all circulars, memoranda, cards,
etc.
9. Supplies for classes should be replenished regularly.
10. Accounting should be kept up to date.
11. Finances; payment of creditors; counting and banking of funds should be
managed.
12. The office should be available for requirements during lessons.
13. Registers should be delivered to classrooms before lessons.
14. Registers should be monitored weekly.
15. It is recommended that graphs of each class be updated on a weekly basis.
C. GRADING OF CLASSES
It is essential to grade the learners correctly.
The generally accepted system is as follows:
Preschool
2 – 5 years
Primary
Grade 1, 2, 3
Junior
Grade 4, 5, 6
Intermediate Grade 7, 8, 9
Youth
BIBLE CLASSES Grade 10, 11, 12
D. THE RECORD SYSTEM
There is a variety of effective and adequate record keeping systems available.
Select one that provides space for names, addresses, telephone numbers, dates of
birth, parents' names and initials, and notes, comments and recommendations
(e.g. for pastoral visits).
E. THE CRADLE ROLL
This very important task is fulfilled by a body independent from the Children’s
Church which functions separately, but operates in close conjunction with the
Children’s Church.
F. THE PARENT
Because children are very close to their parents it is of utmost importance to
meet them. This can be done by circulars and hosting Parent-and-Child Evenings
which are an invaluable source that can contribute towards recruiting nonmembers and the unsaved for the church and extending the Gospel to them.
Parents can be reached and won for the Lord by means of their children.
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CHAPTER 4

4. THE CHILDREN’S CHURCH TEACHER
INTRODUCTION
Because the task of the Children’s Church teacher is so vast, it demands a very high
standard for his life.
A. QUALITIES OF A BIBLICAL TEACHER
1. Must be born again.
2. Must embrace a Christian lifestyle.
a. Completely delivered from, and
b. Separated from worldly pleasure in the interests of his calling.
3. Must be punctual at all services and not disappear after morning services.
4. Must be committed to give financial support.
5. Must genuinely be an exemplary person.
a. Gentlemen - appearance is of utmost importance.
b. Ladies must be dressed modestly and avoid excessive make-up.
6. Must not be guilty of any offence in terms of the Child Care Act.
B. THE TEACHER AND HIS LESSON
The teacher should have a comprehensive knowledge of what he wishes to teach and
should be aware of basic requirements for successful teaching. Ignoring these
guidelines will result in failure. If he adheres to these rules, not only is he assured of
success, but his task will also be a pleasure and not a burden.
Therefore:
a. Study the lesson.
b. Plan the lesson.
c. Collect any teaching aids and material.
d. Choose the best method of presentation.
e. Plan the lesson procedure and programme.
1. Study the lesson
(a) The first and foremost step in studying the lesson is to approach it in
prayer. If a teacher wants to be successful, he needs to pray frequently.
(b) Study the lesson in the Bible. It is important that you become familiar with
Biblical truths before you resort to any other resource or reference. You
must be familiar with the people, teaching, action, essential truths, and the
geography surrounding the lesson.
(c) Study the textbook - it has been compiled by specialists in the field of the
Children’s Church, with much prayer and long hours of research. However,
it should not replace your own personal insights and preparation.
(d) Study other resources, e.g. maps, encyclopaedias, etc. in connection with
the lesson.
(e) Prepare well in advance. In this way, you will be able to determine what
other resources/materials you will need.
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2. Plan the lesson
(a) The first step in planning the lesson is to focus on the age group of the
children and their level of comprehension.
(b) The various needs and anticipated requirements of the class or age group
must be addressed during the planning of the lesson.
(c) Your planning should include the following:
i. What you want the class to learn.
ii. What you want the class to experience emotionally.
iii. What you want the class to do as a result of the lesson.
3. Collect the material and resources
(a) Newspaper clippings and pictures from magazines.
(b) Flannel boards and flashcards.
(c) Objects such as magnets, string, a clock or any other such item that you
can use to make the lesson more interesting instead of only using words.
(d) Videos, slides, CDs, DVDs, sand box, etc., can be used with great effect.
You will never have too many resources, and it is a good idea always to be on the
lookout for fresh material.
4. Method of presentation
Ensure that you have all the necessary material and resources:
(a) You can tell a story to young children using the flannel board.
(b) Topics for discussions and question-and-answer sessions for teenagers.
(c) Lectures and seminars for adults.
Make sure you follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
REMEMBER:
A child remembers 10% of what he hears
50% of what he sees
70% of what he repeats
90% of what he does
A few golden rules to bear in mind:
i.
Speak clearly. If you are not clear their attention will wander and
10% of the effectiveness is lost.
ii.
Speak slowly - this is an aid to clarity.
iii.
Change your tone of voice.
iv.
Tell the story in the first person.
v.
Avoid repeating “and then”, “and then” and too many gestures.
vi.
It is better to stand when you talk; avoid being too rigid - stand
comfortably.
vii.
Interrupt the story to give the class an opportunity to participate
and ask questions.
viii. Watch your audience; if you detect signs of boredom or
restlessness, allow them to do something else.
ix.
Emphasize important words.
x.
Be short, sweet and to the point.
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5. The programme or procedure of the lesson
Your preparation will be in vain and your lesson disorganized if you do not
proceed systematically.
(a) After the introductory programme, you should capture the attention of the
class by means of a question, a statement or an interesting object,
especially in the case of young children.
(b) Once you have their attention, pray briefly and with purpose. Do not
forget to pray about the objective and theme of your lesson.
(c) Give a short, lively introduction.
(d) The lesson should have a climax.
(e) The class should participate in the lesson by, e.g., answering questions,
reading verses, and enacting characters.
(f) REMEMBER: If a child is able to talk, he can make a decision for Jesus.
6. Language usage
It is possible for a teacher to fail in achieving his purpose, despite thorough
preparation and the ability to hold the children’s attention just because he does
not apply the semantics of the language used. The teacher is only successful if the
learners understand what is being said; therefore it is important to use short
sentences, simple vocabulary and clarity of speech. The rule is that both the
teacher and child must know the language used.
(a) Words with more than one meaning should be explained.
(b) If you notice that a child has a question, it should be answered
immediately.
(c) Explanations should preferably be written on a blackboard or illustrated.
(d) When you have finished the lesson, the child should be able to repeat the
lesson in his own words.
REMEMBER THE RULES FOR TEACHING ARE:
Short sentences
Simple vocabulary
Speak clearly
It is in your power to build or break eternal values.
PREPARATION OF THE TEACHER
The teacher must be prepared physically, mentally and spiritually.
A teacher who broadens his own vision and increases in knowledge, and whose faith is
revived will enable his pupils to drink from a fountain of living water rather than from a
stagnant pool.
The following points can be of great assistance:
1. A GOOD FOUNDATION
Act firmly but in love. Ensure that the children understand what is expected of them
from the beginning of the year.
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2. THE SOURCE (ORIGIN)
Frequently a child’s behaviour is an honest call for help, saying, “I HAVE A PROBLEM.
HELP ME.” The child’s spiritual future can be put in danger if the teacher does not
genuinely try to establish the root cause of a problem.
3. POSITIVE RELATIONSHIP
Many problems can be solved by a deep interest in the child, coupled with real love
and acceptance.
4. RULES OF CONDUCT
Allow the learners to set up and apply a code of conduct. Appoint a class leader on a
monthly basis.
5. THE PARENTAL HOME
Teachers often encounter problems that stem from an incorrect parent-child
relationship which can be revealed by a visit to the parents. Ask the parents not to
reproach the child, as it will give the impression that both the teacher and the
parents are against him.
6. PRAYER
The concerned teacher will pray for his class daily. All problems, sacrifices and
discipline will turn to joy when the teacher becomes aware of the spiritual growth
and wellbeing of his class.
C. THE TEACHER AS A PERSONAL WORKER
“If there are souls to be reached in the Children’s Church, they are just on the other side of
the street, the superintendent within reach, but the teacher is face-to-face.” - BENSON
Basic Principles for the Personal Worker:
1. INNER COMMUNION WITH GOD
The teacher should have a personal relationship with Jesus and have daily fellowship
with Him in prayer, Bible study and a life lived with Christian convictions and
principles.
2. DEEP AWARENESS OF AND COMPASSION FOR THE NEEDS OF YOUNG PEOPLE
Read Matt. 18:1 – 4. Children can understand the Word of God and can be brought to
spiritual maturity.
3. THE DEVELOPMENT OF FRIENDSHIP WITH THE CHILDREN
Friendship should be the starting point. Form a relationship with them, break down
barriers and win their trust. In love, pray for them.
4. CONTINUOUS INSTRUCTION IN THE WORD OF GOD
A consistent teaching ministry, before and after conversion, is the best way to
nurture the child’s faith to mature discipleship and growth.
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5. SELF PREPARATION
To derive real pleasure from his class, the teacher should be:
i.
Physically healthy
ii.
Mentally alert
iii.
Spiritually on fire
D. THE TEACHER AS AN EXAMPLE
The child’s attitude towards Children’s Church is largely determined by the example set
by the teacher. The teacher should keep this in mind and pay special attention to his
personal appearance and standards.
Dress neatly and appropriately. Young people are attracted to a cheerful and friendly
person with a well-groomed appearance.
E. SELF CONTROL
Your patience will be tried in the Children’s Church and, should you lose your temper
even once, the child will quickly lose confidence in you.
IN SUMMARY
The basic principles for a successful Children’s Church teacher revolve around the
teacher himself.
The discipleship process of the church has its origin in the great commission of Jesus:
“TEACH THEM.” He calls people to discipleship and gives them the Holy Spirit as help,
but it is the responsibility of the teacher to cultivate and develop them.
“OUR GOSPEL CAME TO YOU NOT ONLY IN WORD, BUT ALSO IN POWER AND IN THE
HOLY SPIRIT.” (1 Thess. 1: 5)
F. THE PRINCIPLE OF LEARNING
1. Learning starts with the learner. Keep in mind that learners do not necessarily
understand and recall in the same way as adults do.
2. Learning is based on interest and attention. We will never capture their attention
unless there is interest and without attention, learners will not learn.
3. A child’s concentration span is calculated as one minute per every year of his life
after the age of two. (E.g. a child of 4 years = 2 minutes; a child of 6 years = 4 minutes,
etc.). After that his attention wanders.
4. Learning is based on need. We learn more quickly when there is a perceived need.
5. Learning is fostered by enjoyment. This includes both the child’s attitude to the
subject matter, as well as his attitude to his peers and his teacher.
6. REMEMBER: FOR THE CHILD LISTENING IS A PASSING PLEASURE, BUT LEARNING
IS FOREVER.
G. SEVEN GOLDEN RULES FOR THE CHILDREN’S CHURCH TEACHER
1. THE RULE OF THE TEACHER:
The teacher must know his lesson and know what the message is that he wants the
class to learn. The teacher must have more knowledge than time permits him to
convey.
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2. THE RULE OF THE LEARNER:
A learner attends a class and listens out of interest.
Capture and hold the attention and interest of your learners. Do not proceed until
you have their attention.
Keep in mind that scientific research has proven that a child is capable of listening
with attention for a relatively short period.
The dedicated teacher will transform attention into interest and a learner who is
interested will pay greater attention.
3. THE RULE OF LANGUAGE:
The language used by the teacher should be clear and simple for the child to
understand.
4. THE RULE OF THE LESSON:
Make sure that the lesson is suited to the age group of the child. Always start your
lesson with something that the child knows in order to capture his attention. Then
expand the lesson to incorporate something new for him to learn, or the message
that you want him to gain.
5. THE RULE OF THE TEACHING PROCESS:
The teacher should not dominate the lesson by speaking all the time, but allow the
learners to participate in the lesson. If children are not involved and encouraged to
think for themselves, you will only have short-term results.
Mature teaching starts when you ask questions like Who? What? Where? When?
How? and Why? Encourage your learners to provide their own answers.
6. THE RULE OF THE LEARNING PROCESS:
To really absorb what is being taught requires intense interest and concentration.
Now the question arises: “HAS MY PUPIL REALLY LEARNT?”
The success criteria are:
A. When the learner can repeat what he has learnt in his own words.
B. When the learner can, because of introspection, provide more that what the
teacher has taught. He must be able to apply what he has learnt. A welltrained teacher will always try to conclude his lesson with the question:
WHY? It gives the learner the opportunity to apply the lesson to his own
thinking process.
C. Knowledge is power … but only if it can be applied to daily life.
7. THE RULE OF REVISION:
95% of Children’s Church teachers ignore the law of revision. Teachers in ordinary
schools continually revise work dealt with during the course of the year. They
thereby ensure that the knowledge/skills acquired by the learner do not go to waste.
In the Children’s Church, sometimes even the teacher forgets the lesson of the
previous week or term.
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ARE YOU ONE OF THE 5% OR ONE OF THE 95%?

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

WHY SHOULD REVISION BE DONE?
Because of the power of repetition.
To determine how much has been learnt and the effectiveness thereof.
To establish what parts of the course have been missed by the child.
To pinpoint incorrect understanding and correct it.
To emphasize important points.
To integrate the lesson with preceding lessons and future lessons.


1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

HOW SHOULD REVISION BE DONE?
Summaries made by the teacher.
Learners repeat the lesson.
Discussion between the teacher and learners about the lesson.
By writing tests.
Important questions.
Doing assignments.

 WHEN SHOULD REVISION BE DONE?
1. At the beginning of the lesson knowledge gained from the previous lesson can
be inculcated by asking well formulated questions.
2. During the course of the lesson, until the lesson has been mastered.
3. At the end of the lesson. Summarize.
4. At the end of the year.

CHAPTER 5

5. THE LEARNER
Sometimes, even after a week’s preparation, the lesson fails or does not achieve its
purpose. Is it the teacher’s fault? No, not necessarily. Is the learner to blame? Possibly. If
we pay attention to the rule of the learner, failure and the loss of hours for preparation
can be avoided.
The learner must pay attention and be interested in that which he is being taught. A
lesson of five minutes, given according to this principle, is worth more than an hour’s
teaching on a lesson in which the listener has no interest.
There are basically four things that distract a child’s attention:
(a)
Discomfort
(b)
Interruptions
(c)
Disorderly disturbances/ digressions.
(d)
Lack of interest.
A. DISCOMFORT:
1. No child can give his attention to what he is being taught if he is
uncomfortable.
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2. Small children sitting on chairs intended for adults are more
preoccupied with their discomfort than the lesson.
3. Poor air conditioning dampens their enthusiasm and distracts their
attention
4. Extremes in temperature affect them.
5. If no provision is made for their excess clothing, like jackets, jerseys,
etc., and they are compelled to hold these items, their attention will be
decidedly affected and consequently they will not concentrate on the
lesson.
The teacher should ensure that the child is comfortable. Not only does it contribute
towards the success of the lesson, but the child also perceives that the teacher takes an
interest in him.
B. INTERRUPTIONS:
When disturbances take place, the child cannot concentrate on the lesson.
For example,
1. People entering while the lesson is in progress.
2. Someone arriving late.
3. Teachers who discuss a matter in front of the class.
4. More than one class in the same room.
5. When a leaner creates a disturbance, he must be called to order
immediately in a tactful manner.
The teacher should attempt to capture and hold the attention of the child at all times.
C. DISORDERLY DISTRACTIONS:
A disorderly classroom always creates disturbance. If the classroom in itself does not
create an atmosphere of serenity, diversions will always be a problem.
1. A dogfight directly outside the window will divert their attention
immediately. Disorder is contagious, therefore ensure discipline.
2. A teacher who fidgets with his tie or similar object.
3. A disorderly desk and books also distract attention.
4. If something is displayed in the classroom, it should be at eye-level.
D. LACK OF INTEREST:
Almost all inattentiveness is caused by a lack of interest in the topic. This problem arises
when the teacher does not have the attention of the class. The lesson should have
various points of interest to retain the attention on the class.
1.
The moment interest begins to wander, something should be done
immediately to retain it, e.g. a picture can be displayed or the
presentation can be changed.
2.
Lively and animated facial expressions help to retain interest.
3.
Use suitable hand gestures at the right moment.
4.
Relate the lesson to the life of the learner.
5.
Any stimulus to the eye or ear will help.
6.
The enthusiasm and commitment of the teacher is the most
important aspect in keeping the learners focussed.
The teacher who recognises the value of the soul of the child will truly endeavour to
capture and keep the attention of the child.
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CHAPTER 6

6. THE LESSON
The Lord Jesus showed us the best way to teach a lesson in His Word. He always used
KNOWN TRUTHS to teach UNKNOWN TRUTHS.
In this way, we can adapt the STUDY MATERIAL to teach a previously unknown truth by
means of a known truth.
Examples of what the Lord Jesus used are:
1.

The woman at the well; Jesus told her about the living water he had that
would quench her spiritual thirst.

2.

Sheep with their shepherds were a common sight in Jesus’ day and therefore
Jesus used this example when He spoke of Himself as the good Shepherd.

3.

Everyone understands the concept of light which Jesus used to explain that He
is the Light of the world.

The first step is to present that which is known, that which the child already
understands. To do this we can use a variety of methods.
(a)
A game of marbles can easily break down barriers.
(b)
Spend time to form a relationship with the children, e.g. their use of
language, etc., will become clear.
(c)
Home visitation.
(d)
Questions and answers in the class.
(e)
Keep a notebook containing information regarding the child, a photo of
the child, etc.
The second step in this rule is to present the UNKNOWN. All unknown facts and
spiritual truths regarding the lesson should be explained.
Unknown facts: e.g. David and Goliath - explain who David and Goliath were, how big
Goliath was, the war, David’s slingshot and stones, etc.
The spiritual unknown: e.g. David’s spiritual courage, faith in God, victory over Satan,
etc.
Select the most relevant spiritual truths and make it the goal, e.g. faith in God. David’s
faith was not in armour or his slingshot, but in God. Children have giants in their lives
e.g. anger, fear, lies, stealing and drugs etc. Only through God can they achieve the
victory. The example of David in the Bible can be used to teach faith in God.
In this way, we can use many other examples from the Bible.
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CHAPTER 7

7. PRESENTATION OF THE LESSON
Although the Holy Spirit should inspire the presentation of your lesson, it does not
diminish the importance of good teaching methods. The real test of your lesson is not
what the child hears, but what he becomes. The committed teacher expects that his
lesson will have an impact on the lives of his learners, but will only know if his lesson is
effective once he sees real change in their lives. The child’s passion, interest and
enthusiasm for the Children’s Church depend on how you project your own enthusiasm
for the lesson, your interest in each child and your zeal for the Word of God.
Even before the teacher stands in front of the class, many factors have come into play to
determine the effectiveness of the lesson he plans to present. If the lesson has been well
prepared, the problems regarding control will disappear.
Lesson presentation can be divided into three sections:
1.

BEFORE THE LESSON:
1.1 The greatest need in the church today is a well-prepared, well-trained teacher
who realizes the importance of preparation. For the well-prepared teacher,
every lesson is a joyous experience.
1.2 Arrival.
1.2.1 Be punctual for Children’s Church (at least 15 minutes
before the time). A teacher who is late sets a bad example.
1.2.2 Welcome your class and chat to them about the happenings
of the past week. Show great interest in your learners.
1.2.3 Deal with the formalities immediately e.g. the register, so that you
will have more time for the lesson.

2.

DURING THE LESSON:
A good start results in a good conclusion.
2.1 PRAYER. Open and close your class with a short prayer and encourage your
learners to participate.
2.2 THE BIBLE. Present your lesson with the Bible open in front of you and keep
your lesson notes in the Bible. NEVER stand with another book in your hand.

3.

AFTER THE LESSON:
3.1 Be available for those who would like to talk to you after Children’s Church.
Remember birthdays; visit the sick. Be a friend during the week as well.
3.2 MAKE CERTAIN
Make sure that the truths taught in the lesson are applied during the week.

Always keep in mind that our teaching is spiritual work that must be done in the power
of the Holy Spirit.
“At the moment of conviction and decision, the teacher stands before the learner. It is at
this moment that the Holy Spirit must take over and do His effective work.”
He who goes out weeping, carrying seed to sow, will return with songs of joy, carrying
sheaves with him.
PSALM 126:6
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LESSON PRESENTATION
INTRODUCTION:
For some teachers the lesson presentation is not a known given or a predictable
conclusion. They work alone with the help of books, but are uncertain where to begin.
IN THE CLASSROOM:
It is a practical task which needs good communication. The teacher must initiate the first
movement and sound. This situation is difficult for most teachers, especially for the
beginner.
YOU ARE NERVOUS:
There is tension. Tension is always a result and never a cause. The cause is usually lack
of confidence and inexperience in the sphere of public speaking. Can you remember the
tension the first time you drove a car? Why were you tense? Then there is the first
attempt at swimming, etc. Nervousness in front of the class is nothing unusual – it is
normal, but it does not have to stay that way.
THINK POSITIVELY:
Say to yourself, “I have a lesson and I am prepared – I am ready to begin.” That will not
necessarily equip you, but it should diminish the intensity of the tension. Negative
thinking is thus completely and totally unnecessary.
DO NOT SPEAK TOO FAST:
The inexperienced teacher often tends to speak too fast which is usually the result of
uncontrolled tension. There is no reason to speak fast. Remember the runner; he begins
at a comfortable pace in order to finish the race. Create confidence in yourself and
conserve your energy; it will be better next Sunday.
GUARD AGAINST SPEAKING TOO LOUDLY:
This is unnecessary and creates the impression that the speaker is unsure. It also creates
an uneasy atmosphere. When you are calm, relaxed and speaking clearly, it creates a
calm atmosphere which is conducive to learning.
TRY TO BE YOURSELF - BE SPONATNEOUS:
The classroom situation does not make this easy – but you should set this as a goal. As a
six-year-old, you were more spontaneous than a twenty-six-year old; then you were
easily able to recite Bible verses. Adults are more self-conscious. Fortunately there is
only one of you in the whole world of 7 billion people. This very idea should put you at
ease: nobody can say and do things in exactly the same way as you – they can say the
same thing, but not in exactly the same way as you can.
SPEAK TO YOUR CLASS:
A mistake often made by many beginners is to avoid eye-contact; they address the walls,
ceilings, floor and their notes. You have in front of you a group of living, creative,
thinking beings who are all full of expectation. If you want your lesson to be effective,
you must maintain eye-contact.
SPEAK WITH SPONTANEITY:
When a speaker speaks with his true feelings, his true self is revealed; the barriers are
removed, burnt away by the heat of his emotions. He acts and speaks spontaneously.
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WHAT DOES SPONTANEOUS MEAN?
To do something impulsively without external incitement; not rehearsed; a spontaneous
utterance.
The spontaneous speaker will include the following in his presentation:
a lively and clear presentation, actions, gestures, eye contact, animated voice, friendly
facial expression and dialogue.
In juxtaposition to the spontaneous speaker this is “the rule”. “The rule” contains
techniques and regimens that are taught to speakers and teacher, i.e. “the rule” refers to
the norm which usually applies. It is usually monotonous, but not necessarily incorrect.
Both the speaker who reads his speech and the spontaneous speaker are more
interesting than the speaker with a monotonous presentation – it can sometimes be
boring. Avoid a monotone presentation of a lesson or a speech – even a spontaneous
teacher may make this mistake.
Too many rules can make the teacher boring.
What sort of teacher are you? What do you want to be?
THE USE OF YOUR VOICE:
The ability to use your voice is unique to man; he communicates with other people by
the use of his voice which reveals his internal state.
The following expressions speak for themselves:
Is that so… ;Really?; That’s a pity; How strange…; That’s a shame.
You are surely not serious? ; I see…; That hurts; Help.
We must avoid a monotonous tone of voice. The emotions in the story that you are
telling can help you to use the correct expression, e.g. the storm at sea; David and
Goliath; the healing of the cripple at the Gate called Beautiful, etc.
1. Do not grind your teeth when your mouth is closed.
2. Relax when you sit, but do not collapse. Sit upright with the spine in a vertical
position; your chest should not touch your stomach.
3. Always walk upright - it improves the heartbeat and breathing.
4. Think positively about your mistakes.
THE TONGUE:
To communicate effectively one needs to articulate properly. It will be helpful to do
tongue/lip exercises to loosen up before a lesson.

CHAPTER 8

8. THE LEARNING PROCESS
The law of the learning process states that the learner should be able to repeat in his
own words the truth that is taught.
Memorize, understand, repeat the idea, and give proof/knowledge in practice.
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A. MEMORIZE:
It is very important that the child should be able to memorize information. It
is a powerful step in the rule of the learning process. Memorize key words,
outline, etc. By doing this, they will be able to use this information again in
life. That which you memorize you make your own.
B. UNDERSTAND WHAT IS LEARNT:
It is very important that a child understands what he must memorize. He can
thereby be successful with the lesson.
For example: Many children know that Daniel was thrown into the lions’ den,
but very few realize that it can apply to us; trust in God alone can give the
victory.
C. REPEAT THE IDEA:
The learner should be able to repeat the basics of the lesson in his own words.
They learn better by expressing the ideas in their own words.
For example: John 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right
to become children of God, to those who believe in His name:

Explain exactly what this means.
D. GIVE PROOF OF COMPREHENSION:
The learning process does not entail learning things like a parrot, the learner
should be able to display skills/knowledge learnt.
E. KNOWLEDGE IN PRACTICE:
This entails putting into practice what has been learnt. Unless the truths and
principles of the lesson can be applied to daily life, the lesson was purposeless
and worthless.
F. SUMMARY:
Five questions about the lesson that the learner should be able to answer:
1. What was the lesson about?
2. What does the lesson teach?
3. How can I repeat the lesson in my own words?
4. Do I believe it? Why? Why not?
5. How can I use the knowledge?

CHAPTER 9

9. TEACHING AIDS
INTRODUCTION:
When we come to this topic, the field is as broad as we can make it. The treasury of
teaching aids is unlimited, and the spiritual application impacts the life of the learner
permanently.
If we want the best results, then we must use teaching aids.
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Remember that a child remembers 10% of what he hears
50% of what he sees
70% of what he repeats
90% of what he does
A.

THE NECESSITY OF TEACHING AIDS:
1. They expedite the lesson.
2. Sharpen the understanding.
3. Make studying a pleasure.

B.

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CHILDREN’S CHURCH:
Flannel boards and flannel board pictures, easels for writing boards, colour-in
pictures, string, pipe cleaners, coloured pencils, picture books, sandboxes,
miniature animal models, poster paper, scissors, thumbtacks, pins, brown paper
bags, writing boards, chalk, Plasticise, posters, cello-tape, puppets, maps, and a
cabinet in which to store these items.

C.

TEACHING AIDS:
Flannel board and pictures, sandbox, blackboard, flashcards, magnetic board,
pictures, picture books, maps, CD player, CDs, DVD’s, Walkie Talky, puppets, TV,
dioramas, clay, pipe cleaners, time-line, etc.

D.

OBJECT LESSONS:
During these lessons an object or artefact can be used to explain a concept about
God or Christian living by using the inherent properties of the object.

E.

AUDIO AIDS:
You can use a CD player, MP3 or MP4 players, DVD’s, etc.

F.

OTHER METHODS:
Dramatization, debates, lectures, reading, dialogue, handwork, fieldwork,
problem-solving, forum, panel discussions, brainstorming, whispering sessions,
Bible-quizzes, class discussions, research, illustrations, finding Scripture
references, singing, recitation, mime, concerts, productions, preaching, questionand-answer sessions, writing tests, assignments, puzzles, cantatas, chanting.

G.

HOW AND WHERE TO USE WHAT:
Since not all teaching aids and methods are suitable for every age group, I will
attempt to provide some guidance here.
1. Beginner 3 – 5 years:
Aids: Flannel board, pictures, sandbox, blackboard for sketches, pipe
cleaners, puppets and simple objects.
Activities: Repetition, eating or drinking something, playing with dolls
and cars, colour-in and cutting out of pictures.
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2. Primary group 6 – 8 years:
Aids: Flannel board, pictures, sandbox, blackboard for sketches, object
lessons, flashcards, dioramas, DVDs and models.
Activities: Dramatization, recitation, colouring-in and cutting out of
pictures.
3. Juniors 9 – 10 years:
Aids: Flannel board, sandbox, object lessons, flashcards, dioramas,
slides, blackboard, overhead projector, maps, sketches and graphs,
models, timelines, CDs, artefacts, handwork, etc.
Activities: Dramatization, recitation, lectures, cantata, singing,
questions-and-answers, assignments, class discussions, mime,
concerts, presentations, dialogues, puzzles and illustrations.
4. Junior High 12 – 14 years:
Aids: blackboard, overhead projector, object lessons, sketches,
graphs, and maps.
Activities: Debating, lecturing, fieldwork, problem-solving, forum,
panel discussions, brainstorming, whispering sessions, Bible quizzes,
research, finding scriptures, etc.
5.

Senior High 15 – 17 years:
Aids: Bible classes, blackboard and notebooks, DVDs on Children’s
Church work, textbooks, CDs, etc.
Activities: Church doctrine and the constitution.
The potential Children’s Church teacher can be recruited from this
group.

CHAPTER 10

10. TEACHING METHODS
1.

THE STORY:
The most popular method is story-telling which is an acquired skill.
It requires PRACTICE, PRACTICE AND STILL MORE PRACTICE. Both the teacher
and the learner must be able to live themselves into the story.
A. Should we use Bible stories?
What place do stories have that do not originate in the Bible?
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A modern story should not be used just because it is attractive. We must always
remember that the Bible is our textbook. It is God’s Holy Truth that we must
teach our children to use and help them to apply it to their daily lives.
B. Role-play, or Who am I?
This is a useful variation of storytelling. The teacher identifies himself with one of
the characters and tells the story from that character’s point of view in the first
person.
2.

THE BEEHIVE METHOD:
Divide the class into three or four groups depending on the size of the class. After
you have completed the lesson, each group meets separately to discuss what they
consider to be the main point of the lesson. They then come together and the
leader presents the result of the discussion to the class.

3.

GROUP BIBLE STUDY – WHAT IS GROUP BIBLE STUDY?
This is not a talk given by one person, but a study in which everyone participates.
The leader poses questions and encourages everyone to give answers.
It is not necessary for the leader to be an expert, but he should prepare a
summary of suitable questions, as well as notes that expand on the background
and explain difficult passages.

4.

GROUP DISCUSSION:
A group discussion is just what it says: a discussion by a group of people. It is not
a talk or a lecture. The teacher should therefore NOT monopolize the discussion.
Although the leader of the group discussion does not have to be an expert, he
needs to be knowledgeable.

5.

DEBATE:
Appoint a chairperson, two speakers, or two groups, one for and one against the
argument.

6.

ASSIGNMENTS AND PROJECTS:
What is an assignment? It is a task or instructions to do certain things, e.g.
scriptures to be referenced, questions to be answered, etc.
Here is an example of an assignment given to a grade nine boys’ class: they were
given the task to find out what the Bible says about angels and to inform the class
during the next lesson.
REMEMBER
A. People remember 10% of what they hear.
50% of what they see.
70% of what they repeat.
90% of what they do.
Therefore, use methods that include action. In other words, let your learners
participate in tasks relevant to the lesson.
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B. Vary your teaching methods from week to week.
Your learners should not be able to predict what you are going to do in the next
lesson.
C. Remember that, whatever you do, you should be dependent on the guidance of
the Holy Spirit.
7.

8.

THE QUESTION METHOD:
Our great Teacher, Jesus Christ, frequently used this method of teaching. In
Luke 2:46 we see him in the temple at the age of twelve, asking questions to
the scholars. He used a question at the beginning of his ministry. (John 1:38).
During the course of His teaching, He often asked the question, “What do you
think?”
7.2
Setting questions.
It is sometimes more difficult to set a good question than to answer it.
7.2.1 A question like “What was last Sunday’s lesson about?”, is too vague –
it should rather be, “ Which disciple said that he would never deny
Jesus? What happened to him when Jesus was betrayed?”
Each question should be to the point.
7.2.2 YES or NO answers should be avoided, unless followed by “How?” Or
“Why?”
7.2.3 A question requiring confirmation only has no educational value.
7.2.4 Guessing questions are unsuitable and often lead to confusion.
7.1

ILLUSTRATIONS:
A teacher should know the value of illustrations and how to use them. Use
illustrations to link the known to the unknown. That which is familiar to the
learner can be used to present new truths.
REMEMBER
A.
Keep the illustration short enough for the learner to remember, but
long enough to be effective.
B.
Effective illustrations must be fresh and new. They can be taken from
everyday events and from newspapers.
C.
Make sure that the illustration is reputable. Do not allow spiritual
truths to be impaired by the frivolous and superficial.

CHAPTER 11

11. VISUAL AIDS
A. PURPOSE OF THIS UNIT:
To demonstrate how carefully selected visual aids contribute towards successfully
conveying the truths of the Holy Scriptures to the junior learner.
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God used a rainbow to teach Noah security. He used stars to teach Abraham faith. He
used a burning bush to attract Moses’ attention. Our Heavenly Father used a little child
to teach the importance of humbleness to the twelve disciples. Jesus drew attention and
held interest with illustrations and visual aids. He used familiar objects and everyday
applications freely in His teachings. The successful teacher will also copy the teaching
methods of the Master.
THE USE OF VISUAL AIDS BY GOD
Confirmation of His promises.
Gen. 9:12-15
As assurance
Gen. 15:5-6
To attract attention.
Ex.
3:2-6
Confirmation of His presence.
Ex.
13:1-5
To teach trust.
Matt. 6:25-30
To teach humbleness.
John 13:1-5
Miracles
John 2:11
Jesus Christ Himself
1 John 1:1-3
What about Children’s Church teachers? How often, in the past month, have you seen
things that will help juniors to understand what you are explaining? Observation is an
important part of the learning process and if you ignore this, the result is a traffic jam
just outside the ear (Show poster of the entrance to the eye and ear); then we are
surprised that our teaching went in at the one ear and out of the other – possibly it never
even entered. Teaching aids that use both the eye and ear are useful and you are
following the Master’s example if you use them.
B. VISUAL AIDS ARE IMPORTANT TO:
1.
ACCELERATE THE LEARNING PROCESS. An old Chinese proverb says: One
picture does the work of a thousand words." (Ask a learner to describe an object.
Count his words, in contrast, display the OBJECT).
2.

MAKE THE LEARNING PROCESS INTERESTING by linking the lesson to a physical
experience. It is perhaps only a few who can enjoy the privilege of visiting
Palestine, but by making use of a DVD, we can all be transported to that country
and meet the people. (Show a modern-day version DVD of Palestine).

3.

OVERCOME COMMUNICATION GAPS. New words and unusual expressions are
often found in Bible stories. A picture or object will clear any misinterpretation.

4.

TEACHING ABSTRACT TRUTHS. Many truths can be linked to everyday life by the
use of a picture, e.g. Jesus said, "You must love your neighbour” (Display a picture
of one boy bullying another); ask, “Would that be your behaviour if you were
fulfilling the words of Jesus?”

5.

MAKE THE LESSON PERMANENT. Facts that are visualized are remembered for a
much longer time. A child who has watched a Bible story on DVD never forgets it.

6.

MAKE THE LEARNING PROCESS MORE ENJOYABLE. Today there are a great
variety of visual aids at our disposal. However, before they bewitch us, a word of
warning.
6.1
Visual aids require additional preparation and much practice.
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6.2

Visual aids must not be used as a substitute for a lesson, they are just
AIDS.

THE MOST IMPORTANT VISUAL AID:
Remember that, despite whatever object or visual aid you use, you remain the most
important and effective visual aid in your lesson.
The most convincing visual aid is the leader, the teacher himself. Girls and boys are very
observant, we all are. We discern contradictions very quickly. It should be the prayer of
every teacher that our learners will see us as people whose “light shines before people in
such a way that people can see your good deeds and praise your Father in Heaven”.
(Matt 5:16)
What we are, speaks louder than words. Let this be your prayer: “Lord, let my learners
see my works and glorify my Father in Heaven”.
Every Children’s Church teacher should have a writing board as an integral part of his
teaching equipment. A small board held by hand is better than no writing board.
C. PICTURES:
1.
Collected pictures. There is a reference to pictures at the beginning of this
chapter. Bible pictures should always be very carefully chosen. There is a wealth
of pictures available from other sources – newspapers, magazines, missionary
magazines, etc.
2.

Sketches. Simple sketches can be very effective in the Children’s Church and can
easily be done by the teacher; yes, even you - on paper, poster paper or on the
writing board. Sketch stick figures and fill in conversations.

3.

Flannel board. This is an invaluable aid as the use thereof involves movement. If
it is well prepared, the attention of juniors is retained much more than if only
pictures are used.

That the Gospel will experience opposition is to be expected; that it will not be accepted is
unavoidable; but that it is made boring is intolerable.
I wonder what you would answer if I asked you what a hammer is? (Hold up a hammer).
You may laugh and answer in jest: A wooden handle with a moulded piece of metal at the
end. We all know that it is a tool that must be used to perform the purpose for which it
was designed. That is precisely what a teaching aid is – a tool that can be used for the
purpose for which it was designed. It is a means to help us to convey a certain message
to a particular group of young people.
D. WARNING:
1.
Visual aids require additional preparation. They must not be regarded as
something to take the place of preparation.
2.
Do not use visual aids as entertainment or as a substitute for a lesson.
3.
A visual aid can block a spiritual truth. It is possible for our learners to become so
absorbed with the visual aid being used that they miss the entire point of the
truth being taught.
4.
Do not use the same visual aids every week – vary them.
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E. BIBLE IN THE HAND:
By this, we mean that you should present the entire lesson with the Bible in your hand.
Present as much of the lesson as possible directly out of the Bible; read from it; keep
your summary or notes inside the Bible. Your learners will, as a result, associate what
you say with God’s Word. Remember, the Bible is the Holy Word of God. Treat it as such
and your learners will also learn to respect and love it.
F. WRITING BOARD:
It can be rightly stated that a teacher plus a writing board is equivalent to two teachers.
You cannot picture your secular teacher without a writing board – yet we neglect this in
the Children’s Church. Why?
TAKE NOTE
A.
Do not spend too much time writing or drawing – you can lose the attention of
the class.
B.
Encourage learner participation.
G. AUDIOVISUAL AIDS – DVDs, slides, movies:
These aids are being used to an increasing extent in day schools (it provides a lively and
exciting method of presentation) and can also be used with success in the Children’s
Church.
H. MAPS:
Maps are used on large scale in day schools. They can be used in the Children’s Church
for background information and to help make the Bible stories real. A great variety of
maps is available for the purpose of the Children’s Church. There are maps available for
almost any era in Jewish history, as well as maps depicting special events. As part of a
project, the class can make relief maps from paper-mache or paper pulp.
RECIPE
Mix equal parts of flour and salt, add water to form a thick creamy mixture. Form the
map on a solid foundation; it will harden.
I. OBJECTS:
Jesus used objects in His teachings. He said to His followers, “Show me a coin. Whose
head and inscription are these?” Can you not visualize Jesus with the coin in His hand
while He spoke?
Teachers should also use objects. By using them, a person teaches something previously
unknown from that which is known, e.g. a kite can be used to demonstrate that the Hand
of our Creator controls us, and that the blows we receive in the storms of life will not
defeat us.
Another example:
Show how a globe burns when it is plugged into electricity. Place a piece of paper over
the pins and . . . it is an effective picture of how our sins tarnish our testimony. Sin comes
between us and God, the Source of our power.
Make sure that the object can be seen and understood by all. Use something with which
the learner is familiar. It can be displayed before it is used so that interest can be
stimulated. As soon as you have completed the demonstration, it must be removed so
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that it does not distract attention. Do not place too much emphasis on the object,
otherwise it will be remembered instead of the object of the lesson that it should have
illustrated.
J. CD’s, DVD’s instead of Bible reading.
Make CD recordings of Scriptures or use CDs of the Bible.
IN CONCLUSION
God cannot give you a greater honour than to place a Bible in your hand and call you
TEACHER. He has done it. You should try your best to deliver your utmost in this
endeavour.
A teacher in a day school teaches by what he says, but even more by what he does. A
Children’s Church teacher teaches mostly by what he IS.
New techniques are important. Your teaching is enriched by it, but the most important
principle is that you, as teacher, should have a living and inspired faith in Christ; that
you know Him as personal Saviour so that you can lead your learners to salvation in
Him. A learner once said:
I first learned to love my teacher.
Then I learned to love my teacher’s Bible.
Then I learned to love my teacher’s Redeemer.
REMEMBER
The teaching aid is a method to convey information in a more effective way and not a
crutch to lean on.

CHAPTER 12

12. COLLECTION OF MATERIAL
Material for the Children’s Church can be found everywhere, but it needs to be collected
when it is available.
A.

THE BIBLE:
The Bible is the most important item. The true teacher makes use of a
concordance as well as other reference books in order to teach his lesson as
clearly as possible.

B.

THE TEACHER’S GUIDE:
Almost all churches provide their teachers with a Children’s Church textbook that
is updated yearly. Use it with the Bible, as it is only an aid and not a substitute.

C.

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL:
Many teachers complain that they forget an idea or lesson before they have even
presented it. Write down the idea, assemble the necessary material and arrange
it.
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CHAPTER 13

13. THE TEACHING PROCESS
The teacher must be able to channel the learners’ thought processes. This can be
achieved in the following manner: stimulate the line of thought, create a spirit of enquiry
and get the learner busy.
A.

STIMULATE THE LINE OF THOUGHT:
The learner should think for himself. We can show him a picture, but he has to
see it for himself. We can play a CD, but he has to listen for himself. The
effectiveness of the lesson is not the quantity or content of what we say, but
rather how the child reacts to it. The successful teacher is the one who stimulates
the learner to be a discoverer of truth. The teaching process begins when each
child becomes an individual researcher of truth. The teacher should create
genuine participation in the lesson or the lesson will be fruitless. The teacher
should make the children understand that he expects them to react to the lesson,
e.g. to write something.

B.

CREATE A SPIRIT OF ENQUIRY IN THE CHILD:
The successful teacher is the one who uses questions to stimulate the thought
processes of the child. The question ‘Why?’ should be used frequently so that the
learner learns that the teacher expects reasons for his opinions and ideas. The
converse is also true, and it is just as important that the learner puts questions to
the teacher. Learning becomes doubly effective when questions concerning the
lesson are asked. Keep the questioning spirit alive as long as possible by not
always answering the questions too quickly or directly. Questions can sometimes
be answered with questions, but make sure that the learner is answered in an
honest and direct way before the topic is closed. Never embarrass a child about
an honest question that he has asked; even if it seems to be a silly question,
answer it with sincerity. Sometimes you will read questions in a child’s eyes or
facial expression. Allow the other learners to give answers in order that they may
participate in the discussion. To further generate the spirit of enquiry in the class
is to be a researcher with them, in other words, a learner among learners.
Encourage them with questions like “What? How? Why? When? and Where?”

C.

GET THE LEARNERS BUSY:
It is the responsibility of the teacher to ensure that the learners participate. The
child must be led not only to know what to do, but also how to do it. When there
is a purpose, the child will master the work more easily. He must know why he is
doing what he is doing and that it is part of the lesson. If he has had a lesson
about “Supporting the work of God,” he must be given an opportunity to give. In
this way, you can also provide opportunities to give a testimony, pray, read from
the Bible, etc. You can also stimulate the child’s interest in studying. By giving
children the opportunity to pray on a regular basis, they can become real
intercessors.
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CHAPTER 14

14. PREPARATION FOR RESULTS
'Inspiration in Presentation is largely the Result of Perspiration in Preparation.'
CLARENCE BENSON.
There is no shortcut to thorough preparation. If God genuinely calls a teacher, he will do
his lesson preparation in the spirit of Rom. 12:6-8.
As J B Philips states: “If Teaching is my Gift, let me Give all to my Teaching.”
Here are the basic principles of preparation. It is assumed that the teacher will allocate
sufficient TIME for this
1.

PREPARATION OF MATERIAL:
When you receive a new textbook: 1.1. Obtain a broad picture of what the lessons are about.
1.2. Make a list of goals for the term.
1.3. Make notes of teaching aids you will need.
1.4. Read additional articles about the topic.
Ask yourself the following questions as you prepare:
A.
What in the lesson can provide for the needs of my learners?
B.
What does the lesson teach about:
(a)
Faith
(b)
Obedience
(c)
Love
(d)
Service, etc.
C.
Is God’s plan for salvation included in the lesson?
D.
How can I inspire my learners to apply the message in the lessons to their
daily lives?

Pray that the Holy Spirit will help you to follow the right procedure in this task.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.

DETAILED PREPARATION:
THE 'S-P-A-D-E' - METHOD OF BIBLE STUDY
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SETTING
PERSONS
ACTIONS
DOCTRINES
EVALUATION

QUESTIONS TO BE ASKED
EXAMPLE
Where did the action take place?
The healing of the ten lepers
Rural area, town, place – home, synagogue, Luke 17:11-19 Outside a little town, somewhere
coast.
east of Galilee.
Lukas 17:11 Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem.
Luke 17:11 He journeyed through Samaria and
Galilee.
He was travelling to Jerusalem for
the Passover.
Route east of the Jordan.
Show the route on a map.
Who played a part in the story?
Character, name, relationship to each other.
Apparel, emotions, reactions, how they were
influenced by the events, how they saw
them and how it changed their lives.

Jesus, Disciples, 10 lepers of whom one was a
Samaritan. Imagine something of the love,
interest, selflessness and compassion of Jesus for
these ten men in need. Try to imagine the
humiliation of the lepers and the surprise of the
disciples when it was the Samaritan who
returned to give thanks. Jesus complimented
Him.

What happened?
The story. Events in correct sequence.

Jesus travelling to Jerusalem.
He meets the lepers. He helps the ten lepers. The
Samaritan turns back to give thanks. Jesus
blesses him.

What is the truth being taught in this Bible
passage?
What did the passage mean to the original
audience/readers? What does it mean to me
in my daily life? Which aspects are relevant
to the lives of my learners? (‘D’ also stands
for ‘Difficulties’ either your own that urge
you to further study, or those of your
learners that will need to be explained
during the lesson).

The love of Christ for people in need. His power
to heal disease and forgive sin. Gratitude. God
notices thanksgiving. It is the thankful heart that
matters to God and not the outward appearance
or nationality. Gratitude brings more blessings.
Problems that can be experienced: Samaritan,
laws pertaining to the cleansing of lepers, Priest.
Reference work: Bible Lev 13 and 14 – Bible
dictionary.

What is the main truth to be learnt?
Choose the one most suited to the needs of
the learners in your class. That will help you
to formulate the objective of your lesson
and will lead you in the presentation of the
lesson.

The truth that you choose to teach depends on
your learners, objectives and based on the
above-mentioned. Truths can be:
Younger children: and older children:
To demonstrate the importance of gratitude to
God and the manner of showing it.
Related Scriptures:
Ps 116:12 - 13
Ps. 105:1-3
1 Thess. 5:18
Eph. 5:20
Phil 4:6
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DETAILED PREPARATION (PREPARE):
PRAY

For yourself.
For your learners.
About the message of the lesson.

READ

Read the Bible to understand the story and the truth contained therein.
The S-P-A-D-E – method will be of assistance. In addition, study other
related Scriptures and other translations of the Bible.

ENRICH

Enrich your background knowledge. Read reference books, consult an
atlas, read the lesson in the textbook, also look at the lesson in the
children’s book. This will give you a thorough understanding of the
material and lesson; now you can begin to plan the lesson.

PREPARE

Prepare the material. Place it in the order in which it will be used. Also
decide what you want the learners to do.

AIM

Goal of the lesson: be very clear in your own mind as to what you want to
achieve in the lesson. Write down the goal.
It should be:
Short enough to remember.
Clear enough to be written down.
Specific enough to be attainable.
There should be only ONE goal.

REACH

You must be able to reach the learner. Use the best method(s) to convey
the information and specific truth. Use a starting point that will draw
attention, hold the attention of the class, and apply the Biblical truth to
their personal lives.

EVALUATE

Evaluate the lesson after you have given it. Set yourself questions in
respect of the following aspects:
LESSON
:
Did I know the facts?
LEARNERS
:
Did I capture and hold their attention?
GOAL
:
Did I achieve my goal?
PROCEDURE
:
Was there a change in plan?
TEACHING AIDS
:
Were they really useful in the
presentation and understanding of the
lesson?

SUGGESTED IMPROVEMENTS:
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................................................
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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3.

CHILDREN’S CHURCH DISCIPLINE:
“But everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way.” 1 Cor. 14:40 NIV
ALSO IN CHILDREN’S CHURCH:
Children who normally behave well at other places are sometimes very
disruptive in Children’s Church just because the teacher cannot maintain
discipline. Lack of discipline is infectious and one child can influence the whole
class.
ORDERLINESS:
Disorder can be caused by (a)
Disobedience
(b)

Inconsideration

(c)

Attention seeking

(d)

Restlessness

Good discipline is not a matter of chance; it is the result of deliberate preparation by the
teacher.

CHAPTER 15

15. GET TO KNOW THEM
If you want to be an effective teacher you need to win the trust of your learners and lead
each one to give their best to God. You must get to know your learners; the Betties,
John’s en Martha’s. As Emmet A Betts said:
“We must “Learn” our children before we can teach them”.
We want to encourage you to add stories and illustrations from your own experience, as
many as are needed to bring your lesson to life. It is essential. In the planning of the
lesson, two things must be absolutely avoided, namely:
A.

A lifeless presentation to a lively junior – a repetition of facts without
illustrations.

B.

A teacher full of life to a junior with no experience of life – Repetition and
illustration without facts.
Use the illustrations at the right moment; keep them short and to the point.
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Have you ever realized what an enormous privilege you have? You have
been entrusted, through your church, with one of the most important stages
in the growth and development in the lives of girls and boys – the junior
phase. You have the greatest opportunities to introduce them to Christ and
to lead them to give their best to God.
To become an effective teacher and humble servant of God, it is essential that the
teacher forms a relationship with the child in his class.
“We must ‘learn’ our children before we can teach them”, has much wisdom in it. If we do
this, our teaching will be in line with the child as God created him.
Imagine your class as they sat in front of you the previous Sunday – the girls with their
pretty dresses, the boys clean and neat, etc. It is almost unnecessary to remind you that
it is not just one aspect of the children you are teaching. You are only seeing one side of
them, but there are many more. The purpose of this chapter is really to focus on these
other aspects.
GET TO KNOW THEM – General characteristics of the junior learner. Although we
concentrate on the spiritual development of the child in the Children’s Church, we dare
not ignore the other characteristics and personality traits. We have the whole child in
the Children’s Church and therefore we must study all aspects of his nature – his
physical, intellectual, social, emotional and spiritual qualities.
The most important characteristics of the child, and how to approach them in the
Children’s Church:
1.
2.
3.

Talk to them during Children’s Church. Notice their reactions and encourage
participation. Introductory sessions are also helpful.
Home visitation. Get to know their parents and their circumstances.
Extra-mural activities: Outings, ministry outreaches, and children’s camps.

You will use the knowledge that you acquire about your learners while you prepare
lessons and while you pray for them.
AGE DIFFERENCES:
Remember that although the course of development is the same for all learners, there
are differences in each age group.
UP TO THE AGE OF EIGHT YEARS the child lives in a fantasy world.
THE NINE-YEAR-OLD is active, purposeful and practical. He reacts easily and has
already grown through experience. He is no longer a little child.
THE TEN-YEAR-OLD is at an attractive stage. He is not self-conscious. Ten is the golden
age of growing up.
THE ELEVEN-YEAR-OLD is scatter-brained, changeable and impulsive, but is someone to
be respected. He is approaching the pre-adolescent stage.
“GET TO KNOW . . . JOHNNY.” Individual characteristics of children.
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There may well be certain characteristics that are evident in all children, but when we
have a closer look, we realize that no two learners are the same – not physically, nor in
any other area. Each one has a unique personality, created by God, who never makes a
duplicate. As has been said, “When God made Oliver Cromwell, he broke the mould.”
It is essential that the teacher should know his learners individually and appreciate the
value and individuality of each personality if he wants to reach his learners on a spiritual
level. Our Master-Teacher did this.
“He did not find it necessary for anyone to explain to Him about people because He Himself
knew what people were.”
Jesus knew the needs, interests, abilities and desires of everyone with whom he came
into contact. He therefore knew how to approach them and how to deliver His message
to suit their needs and how to lead them to find the true meaning of life. (Quote from the
Scriptures you studied while busy with your own preparation). The teacher should
know his learners so well that he can teach them in the light of their own needs and
problems.
HOW DOES THE TEACHER GET TO KNOW HIS CHILDREN?
1.

BY LISTENING AND OBSERVING THEM during class time. The introductory
period is of great value for this. Every teacher should arrive well before the
time to meet the learners, listen to their “news”, and to get to know their
interests and problems. Imagine yourself in the child’s world for the
preceding week so that you can chat to him about his school, recreation,
hobbies and home. These chats frequently reveal problems and difficulties
that can be dealt with in a lesson. Encourage learner-participation during the
lesson. Observe their reactions, answers and opinions.

BECAUSE OF THIS:

WE DO THIS:

PHYSICALLY
He is active and likes to partake in activities.

Provide constructive activities.

He is noisy and likes to fight.

Arrive at Children’s Church before he
does.

He likes the outdoors.

Take him on outings.

He’s developing co-ordination and
competencies.

Test his capabilities; let him do
“difficult” tasks.

INTELLECTUAL
He shows a great thirst for knowledge.
He has an enquiring mind.

Provide
him
information.

with

sufficient

Help him to answer his own questions.
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BECAUSE OF THIS:

WE DO THIS:

He likes to read and write.

Provide him with good books to read.

He can think and reason.

Provide opportunities for him to make
choices.

He has a good memory.

Encourage him to memorize Bible
verses.

SOCIAL
He can take responsibility.

Appoint class leaders.

He does not like authority over him.

Be a guide and not a dictator.

He likes recognition.

Tell him when he has performed well.

He is honest and considerate.

Be absolutely fair.

EMOTIONAL
He may be quick-tempered.

Avoid the causes of temper tantrums.

He has a sense of humour.
SPIRITUAL
He acknowledges sin as sin.

Teach him what is funny and what is
not funny.
Point out that Christ saves him from
sin.

He has questions about the Christian faith.

Answer honestly and help him to find
the answers in the Bible.

He aspires to high standards.

Maintain high standards in your own
life.

He needs daily encouragement to commitment. Provide encouragement.
He likes to worship God.

Make full use of a worship programme.

2.

BY SPENDING TIME WITH CHILDREN outside of Children’s Church. This is
the best method of finding out what sort of person your learner really is and
how he reacts to others. Invite the learners (in a group) to your home and
arrange outings, picnics, Children’s Church camps and games afternoons.
They enjoy it when you play with them and will grow to know and love you.

3.

VISIT THEM AT THEIR HOMES. Most Children’s Church problems have their
origin in the home.
MARY does not attend Children’s Church regularly because her parents have a
“don’t care” attitude towards Children’s Church… John disrupts the class and
causes endless trouble. He has a need for love and attention because both his
parents work all day… Phillip always looks tired and is carelessly dressed. His
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parents take him for an outing every Saturday evening and he has to find his
own way to Children’s Church… Susan never opens her mouth in Children’s
Church. A conversation with her mother reveals how enthusiastic she really is
about Children’s Church. She does not want to miss it for anything in the
world and enthusiastically tells everyone what she has learnt when she comes
home.
Conversations with parents reveal the atmosphere in which children are
being raised and the standards and opinions that are continuously and
unconsciously influencing them. The teacher has the opportunity of seeing
what sort of environment the child is growing up in.
Discussions also throw light on the child’s relationship with the parents and
their relationship with him – his reaction to discipline and chores, the
atmosphere of his home and attitude towards Christian matters.
THE RECORDING OF INFORMATION:
Often all the information that the teacher has about his learners is handed in with the
register at the end of the Children’s Church period and is forgotten for the rest of the
week.
We suggest that each teacher keeps a notebook with a page or two for each child in
which you note general information and specific observations; you will find this very
handy.
CONCLUSION:
Although every child is unique, they all have the same basic needs. They have a need for
love, a need to be believed, a need to feel that they belong, and a need for a friend.
Encourage teachers to be worthy of that friendship, to have an abundance of love for the
children, to value each child in the class and to treat everyone in the same way – and,
above all, to be a worthy example to them.
MAY GOD GRANT THAT WE BE WORTHY OF THE NAME ‘TEACHER’.
KNOW THE CHILD
This is easier said than done. Is it possible to know each child as an individual, each one
with his own particular attributes, background and personality?
The following rules may be of help.
1.
Seek and trust the leading of the Holy Spirit of God.
2.
Make an intensive yet unobserved study of the child.
3.
Make a study of his parents, parental home and background.
4.
Retrospection. Try to remember your own childhood years and how you
reacted in similar situations.
As the child approaches adulthood, there are different periods of development in his life.
These differences are not so obvious that they can be differentiated, but are there
nonetheless and every teacher should be aware of them. Years of experience have taught
that the following groupings deliver the best results:
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Cradle Roll

0 - 3 years.

Pre-school

4 - 5 years.

Primary

6 - 8 years.

Junior

9 - 11 years.

Junior High

12 - 14 years.

Senior High 15 - 17 years.

CHAPTER 16

16. THE CHILD AT THE ALTAR
Every Children’s Church teacher should be qualified as an altar worker and your aim
should be, “The child’s soul for Jesus”. The teacher who cannot act as altar worker
would not be efficient in leading the children in his class to Jesus and thus needs
knowledge of HOW to do this. This chapter is compiled to help you in this task. Go on
your knees and ask God to equip you with the power of His Holy Spirit, ask Him for
wisdom, knowledge and insight and the courage to venture in His Name. Prayerfully
read this chapter, especially the STEPS, until you know exactly WHAT to do and HOW to
do it.
It is of utmost importance that every altar worker comes prepared and equipped to
EVERY service. God called us to SERVE and you ought to make it a habit to spend at least
15 minutes on your knees in prayer BEFORE EVERY SERVICE. It is not possible to do the
work of God in your own strength. WHEN YOU ARE DEALING WITH A SOUL, YOU ARE IN
DIRECT CONFLICT WITH THE POWERS OF HELL – and in your own wisdom and power,
you cannot have the victory; therefore, you must be anointed with power from God, as
well as knowledge of the Word, to overcome the enemy. When an altar call is given, do
not hesitate to stand up with the first children that go up. It often takes quite a while to
share with one child and the more altar workers there are, the more thoroughly the
work will be done. I may also mention that those who have come under conviction feel
more comfortable to come forward if there are more people who join them.
Your Bible, a pen and decision slips should be with you at all times when you enter the
prayer room. It is important that the decision slip is filled in properly for follow-up
purposes.
THERE IS NOTHING THAT GIVES AS MUCH JOY as the knowledge that a soul has
GENUINLY found Christ through your assistance.
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“You have a saying, “Four more months and then the harvest.” But I tell you, take a good
look at the fields; the crops are now ripe and ready to be harvested!” John 4: 35 GNB
“EVEN NOW THE REAPER DRAWS HIS WAGES, EVEN NOW HE HARVESTS THE CROP FOR
ETERNAL LIFE so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together.” John 4: 36 NIV
Your own life must testify to a Holy Spirit-inspired, and God-filled life. You should be
impeccable in matters such as dress, lifestyle, etc., and an example in every way. “And if
anyone causes any of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to
be thrown into the sea with a large millstone tied around his neck.” Mark 9:42. You ought
to live in such a way that EVERY CHILD in the Children’s Church should be able to look
up to you - as an example - and put their trust in you.
You must realize that you are responsible for every soul with whom you come into
contact. The moment that you kneel next to a child, you are responsible for the salvation
of that child’s soul. The preacher caused him to be convinced of the condition of his soul,
and you, as an altar worker, must tear him out of the claws of the enemy through the
wisdom and knowledge and power of God – and you must ensure that he finds a hiding
place in the cleft of the Rock.
To state it categorically: BY THE WRONG COURSE OF ACTION of the counsellors in the
prayer room, many souls have been despatched to hell. Incorrect approach, thoughtless
prayer, etc. can be the cause of a seeking soul being so disappointed that he never again
enters the prayer room. Fortunately, the child – under 11 years – is different in this way.
He will repeatedly return because he is still flexible, but the older he becomes, the more
he begins to think for himself. If he has had the courage to enter the prayer room and
has returned disappointed, he will not easily return to the prayer room again, with the
result that he hardens himself against the voice of God and the end result is that he is
LOST.
As altar worker you must be careful that you do not give the seeking soul false comfort.
The reason that the child returns to the altar repeatedly is that he has never received the
assurance that he has genuinely been born again. How do you know, when you are
dealing with a child, that he has not already decided that that is the LAST time he will try
to obtain salvation? The child may have said to himself, “I will try just this once again,
but if I am not helped now, I will NEVER again go forward!” You, as altar worker, are
responsible for this soul.
IN THE PRAYER ROOM – STEP BY STEP
1.

The moment you enter the prayer room, ask the Lord for guidance. Do not be
discriminating, look quickly at the kneeling figures and go to the one the Lord
lays on your heart.

2.

If the child with whom you want to share is kneeling very close to the others, turn
him around or take him to a corner where you can talk to him in private.

3.

Quickly look around to see if there are children without an altar worker kneeling
with them. Tell them very softly that someone will come to them in due course,
just to let them know they have been seen.
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4.

Place your hands on the child’s shoulder in LOVE. Allow the LOVE OF GOD to flow
to him through you. A child is very sensitive to ascertain if you are genuinely
interested in HIM and that will determine how open he will be with you. You can
assure him of your interest with the following words:
“I will stay with you here until you are sure that you have met God, even if it takes
the whole night.”
The child will immediately realize that you are serious.

5.

Then ask the child:
“What do you need from God?” or
“What do you want Jesus to do for you?” or
“What are you needs?”
PLEASE NOTE: Do not ask:
“Do you want to be saved?” or
“Do you want Jesus to take away your sins?”
Give him time to answer in his own words, and to speak about his need in his
OWN words. By doing this, you will quickly be able to determine how much he
understands and how he views the matter.
When the child has finished answering, you can ask whether it is the FIRST time
that he has come forward or not. This answer will direct you on how to proceed.
If his answer is:
“I have knelt here many times”, or something to that effect, you must immediately
realize that you are dealing with a child whose problem goes deeper than
kneeling. Try to find out if he has ever received Jesus as Saviour and the
assurance that his sins have been forgiven after someone prayed with him.

6.

It is a good idea to ask the child a few questions to make him think and, at the
same time, build his faith – for example:
“Do you really believe that you can be a CHILD OF GOD?” Then read John 1:12
TO ALL WHO RECEIVED HIM HE GAVE the right to become children of God.
“Do you believe that Jesus can take away ALL – repeat ALL – your sins?”
Depending on his answer, read 1 John 1: 7
And the blood of Jesus purifies us from ALL sin.

7.

Before you close in prayer, let him understand that GOD HEARS OUR PRAYERS
AND ANSWERS; give him the assurance of that. First, ask the child to pray
HIMSELF, if he cannot do this, ask him to repeat a short prayer with you: e.g.
“Dear Lord Jesus, I need you very much …etc. (according to his prayer request).”
You should follow this with a prayer, in faith, clearly and without hesitation or
doubt. The LOVE and FAITH in your own heart reflects in your voice. The child’s
faith will be built up by your own faith – IT IS THUS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY
TO BE PREPARED. A long, drawn-out prayer is unnecessary.

8.

Now ask him if he is SURE that Jesus has come into his heart or has forgiven his
sins (or whatever his request was). If he answers with a definite “YES”, then you
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9.
10.

should thank the Lord with him and also pray that the Lord upholds him and
gives him the power to withstand temptations. Encourage him to pray at home so
that he will receive the power to obtain victory over sin.
Now take his name, address, etc. as per the decision slip. This is of utmost
importance for follow-up work.
Assure the child that you would be pleased to help him should he experience
struggles and difficulties.

You cannot always follow the pattern described above, but that is basically how to
approach the task.
You may have a child who says:
“I have come forward many times, but NOTHING happens and I feel exactly the same.”
Your answer should be:
“We are first going to do what is written in Jer. 29:13.”(Read the passage to him).
You will seek me and FIND me when you ASK me with your WHOLE heart.
Explain to him what ‘YOUR WHOLE HEART’ means – keep NOTHING back.
Secondly:
He who BELIEVES WILL be saved.
Briefly explain the word BELIEVES.
Now proceed according to steps 7 – 10 as above. If it appears that a child does not know
why he came to the prayer room (and this happens quite often), this is the ideal
opportunity to explain to him that Jesus has called ALL of us to come to HIM because we
have ALL sinned.
Read Isaiah 53:6 to him: We have all, like sheep, gone astray… and explain.
Show him that Jesus loves him with His whole heart and that He wants the child to
become a child of His. You can speak to him very simply as it is usually small children
who fall into this category.
Ask questions such as:
“Do you think you have many sins and that Jesus can wash ALL of them away?”, and
quote from 1 John1:7 again. (It is important to note what answers are given to such a
question).
In following these STEPS, you will realize that you CANNOT be in a hurry when you are
dealing with a soul. I venture to say that if you have dealt with more than two souls at
one session in the prayer room, you have done HALF a job and have achieved NOTHING.
Thus, it is necessary that ALL Children’s Church teachers MUST equip themselves for
this very responsible task so that there are enough workers to reap the harvest.
HOW CAN I INVITE JESUS INTO MY LIFE? It should be the desire of every sincere
Children’s Church teacher to evoke this (or a similar) question from every child in his
care.
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HERE ARE A FEW SCRIPTURE REFERENCES FOR YOU TO USE:
BELIEVE

:

Everyone who BELIEVES IN Him
Believe and you will be saved.

:

He who BELIEVES will be saved.

PURIFY

:
:
:

The blood of Jesus purifies
- 1 John 1:7
washed in His blood
- Rev. 1:5
Though your sins were like scarlet - Isaiah 1:18

FORGIVENESS

:
:
:

He was faithful to FORGIVE our sins - 1 John 1: 9
As far as the east is from the west … - Psalm 103:12
He bore our sins ...
- 1 Pet. 2:21, 24

ACCEPTING JESUS :
:
BORN AGAIN

:
:

HE WILL KEEP YOU:
FROM FALLING
:

- John 3:16
- John 3:3
- Acts 16: 31
- Mark. 16:16
- Rom. 4:5

If someone hears my voice and
opens the door, I will go in to him - Rev. 3:20
To everyone who accepted Him … - John 1:12
When anyone is joined to Christ,
he is a new being; the old is
gone, the new has come.
To become children of God

- 2 Cor. 5:17
- John 1:12

To him who is able to keep you
from falling, and to bring you
faultless and joyful before his
glorious presence …
- Jude 1:24
God will not allow you to be tempted
beyond your ability to endure.
- 2 Cor. 10:13

YOU HAVE THE VICTORY: In the same way you are to think of
THROUGH CHRIST
yourselves as dead, but living in fellowship
with God through Christ.
- Rom. 6:11-14
:
I have the strength to face all conditions
by the power that Christ gives me. - 1 Phil. 4:13
As we all know, there is a “Right” and “Wrong” way to do everything. However,
sometimes there is a “Usual” way that must be discontinued or improved upon.
Study the following points prayerfully and allow the Spirit of God to prepare you and
reform you until you are a useful and functional tool in His work.
Study THE ALTAR WORKER course will lay a great foundation in your ministry.
NOT BY MIGHT OR BY POWER, BUT BY MY SPIRIT…
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CHAPTER 17

17. PROGRESS GUARANTEED
Without Paul’s letters to encourage us, direct us and warn us as Christians, we would
experience many problems for which there are no solutions. Letters can mean much to
the individual, especially to children, regardless their age. Everyone attaches great
importance to a letter personally addressed to him. You may ask what letters have to do
with altar work. The answer is, “EVERYTHING” – and therefore I include the following:
A SPIRITUAL REPORT (record) OF EVERY CHILD should be kept by the Children’s
Church. These records should be kept in alphabetical order, according to their grades at
school. Altar workers MUST fill in a decision slip EVERY TIME a child is ministered to
and these slips MUST be handed to the person responsible for the records. The child
should be corresponded with regularly according to the reports, records or decision
slips that are handed in. For example, if he has been baptised with the Holy Spirit, a
letter can be addressed to him showing him that we are thankful with him to encourage
him to remain filled with the Holy Spirit and to use the power that he has now received.
The same applies to children who have made fresh confessions of faith, etc. A child
attaches great value to a personal letter. He will take it out regularly and read what
has been personally addressed to him. If such a letter is in connection with his spiritual
life, it can be of great encouragement to him as it is something that he will read again
and again; it means that the message contained therein will penetrate his inner being.
ALL particulars in connection with the child should be noted on his record page – e.g.
every time that he comes forward, continuous absenteeism from Children’s Church, his
baptism and his baptism in the Holy Spirit, his attendance at youth camps or Children’s
Church camps and his problems; his progress should be noted, spiritual or otherwise.
If a child who does NOT belong to your church fills in a decision slip, you should still
send him a letter of encouragement and give him the opportunity to reply if he has any
problems or needs help in any way. In this way, his parents can also be reached with the
Gospel.
There is no doubt that this system will retain the child for Christ. Our children are lost
because the church does not accommodate them and it is high time that we stand in the
gap for our children.
If an adult enters the prayer room for the first time to receive the Lord, you can be
assured that he will be visited; in other words, FOLLOW UP WILL BE DONE. In contrast
to this, the child is never visited. After he has been prayed for, he is forgotten. May the
Lord forgive us for this sin of negligence. God speaks, the Holy Spirit convicts of sin, but
it is our duty to ENCOURAGE, WARN, SHOW LOVE and HELP THE WEAK, as Paul
warns us in 1 Thess. 5. We hear the excuse: “There is not enough time to visit every
child.” It is for this reason that I suggest the system of recording the details of every
child. It can be used to encourage children by means of a letter and to establish which
children need to be visited - and then to visit them. This system will replace the periodic
visit of the teacher to his class.
May HIS words to us be, “WELL DONE, GOOD AND TRUSTY SERVANT.”
BIBLIOGARPHY: AEB
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18. PRACTICAL LESSONS
LESSON PLANNER
Theme: __________________________________________________________________________________________
Central Truth: __________________________________________________________________________________
Bible Verse: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Bile Story: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Songs: 1. ________________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________
3. ________________________________________________________________
How to use this on a Daily Basis:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Other:
_____________________________________________________________________________________

60 MINUTES SCHEDULE
TIME

ACTIVITIES

REASONS

PERSON

ACCESSORIES

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
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1 . STORY TELLING
CREATIVE and INTERACTIVE STORY TELLING – Read Deut. 6:7-9
Jesus was the most masterful narrator ever. Through every story He told there was a
message He presented.






In the middle of each good lesson presentation there must be a story
It must be captivating and interesting.
Try to make every story lively so that when a child leaves your classroom he
understands how to apply the story and how relevant it is in his daily life.
When telling a story it is crucial to present the truth of God’s Word and also
principles of life.
Using different methods of story-telling will capture and keep a child’s attention so
that it will result in him learning the truth and principles of the Bible.

Telling the Story:
1.
Become familiar with the characters
2.
The background
3.
What does the Bible say?
4.
Underline the central truth
5.
Lively application
Creative Methods:
1.
Use the media (newspapers, historical events)
2.
Involve every character
3.
Use aids / appliances / resources (flannel board, sketch boards)
4.
“Story Bag”
Interactive Ideas:
1.
Put on a costume
2.
Funny character
3.
Use sound
Principles and three parts of storytelling:
To emphasize the theme of the lesson by illustrating it with a story.
1.
Introduction
Tell the children where the story comes from
(general information)
Give the introduction of the story
Interrupt the story-telling by sharing with the
children how the story is applicable in our daily lives.
2.
3.

Tell the main story – Then interrupt and compare with our real daily lives
Tell the climax of your story now – tell the children how the solution and climax
relate to their lives
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A.
VALUABLE LOAD:
Many years ago on Valentine’s Day, 14/2/1939, while everybody all around the world
celebrated this day, a historical event took place in Hamburg. This was the day the
mighty battleship, Bismarck, was released into the water. Its electrical cables were 4500
km long. The steel on the ship, which protected it, weighed 3500 tons. The guns were
indescribable.
Two years later two warships attacked the Bismarck and within three minutes one was
sunk and the other one was so badly damaged that it had to return to its harbour. After
that incident four ships attacked the Bismarck and again it held its own. On another time
it was attacked by twelve ships, but they couldn’t sink it. The Bismarck sailed on and
remained victorious. One day a torpedo, fired by a Swordfish aeroplane, disabled the
rudder and the Bismarck was doomed to sail around in circles. It was helpless because it
was unable to turn or attack and it became an easy target. The Bismarck was attacked by
other ships and was sunk.
What am I trying to say?
Stay on course, don’t lose direction, stay purposeful.
Then there is the story of a passenger ship that had to sail through a very narrow and
treacherous waterway lined with high cliffs. All passengers on board were petrified and
asked the Captain if he would succeed, because to them it looked impossible. It was a
very narrow canal, and with all the ocean currents and high waves everybody believed
that they were doomed. The Captain told them to be quiet and allow him to focus on the
task at hand.
Like the captain you should not allow negative influences and comments to affect you.
After an hour, which felt like a lifetime, the terrified and wary captain managed to safely
steer the ship through the canal and into the harbour. The people on board the ship
were relieved and asked the Captain, “How did you pull this off? How did you do it?”
The Captain answered, “I did two things and just kept my
focus on them:
1. I reminded myself how valuable I am and how precious
my load is
2. I didn’t look at the waves or cliffs but instead I focused
on the lighthouse and steered the bow of the ship
towards the light.”
Teachers, remind yourselves everyday how precious and valuable your load is, keep
your eyes focused on the light of Jesus!
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B.

SMALL PUPPIES FOR SALE:
A shopkeeper put a noticeboard in his window that read, ”PUPPIES FOR SALE”. It
always drew small children to his shop. Not long after he put the noticeboard up, a little
boy appeared in the door. “How much are the puppies, Mister?” The shopkeeper turned
to the boy and said, “Anything from R20-R50.” The little boy reached into his pocket and
pulled out R2.50 which he presented to the shopkeeper, “Mister this is all I have, may I
take a look at the puppies please?”
The shopkeeper smiled and whistled and out trotted Lady followed by 5 small puppies.
Trailing behind them another puppy followed, dragging its legs. The little boy was
immediately fascinated by this puppy. “What’s wrong with this one, Mister?“ he asked.
The shopkeeper explained to him that a veterinarian who looked at the puppy said its
leg deformed and was always going to be cripple. The little boy became exited and
immediately said he would take him. Then the shopkeeper said, “No! This isn’t the one
you want to buy; if you really want him, I’ll give him to you for free!”
The little boy indignantly pointed his finger at the shopkeeper and said, “I don’t want
you to give me the puppy. This little puppy is just as special as the rest of them and I will
pay the full price for him! I shall pay you R2-50 now and then R1 per month until I have
paid the full amount.”
The shopkeeper protested, “You really do not want to buy this puppy. He will never be
able to run and jump like the others.” At that moment the little boy quietly rolled up his
trouser and revealed a badly twisted, crippled leg that was supported with steel braces.
He looked at the shopkeeper and said softly, “I cannot run well either and this little
puppy needs someone that understands.”
The Lord wants to use you just as you are.
We all went through trials and therefore we should understand how to work with children
who experience the same problems.
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C.

LITTLE ANNIE
In the 20th century there was an institution in the suburbs of Boston that worked with
the most severe mentally retarded cases; one of them was a little girl named Annie. She
was totally imperceptive and expressionless towards others. She had no facial
expressions and uttered no word or sound, but blankly stared into space. The staff of
the institution tried everything to help her, but it seemed as if her situation was
hopeless. Finally they decided to put her in a tiny room in the cellar where she were
totally isolated, left to her own fate as they couldn’t help her anymore.
A stalwart and sincere Christian worked at the institution who believed that everybody
needed God’s love, attention and care. One day she decided that she would spend every
lunchtime in front of Annie’s door reading for her and praying that God would free her
from her silent, isolated state. Day after day she tried to talk to Annie but it was like
talking to a statue. She even put cookies on the table in front of her and left them there,
but nothing happened; Annie didn’t even touch them.
Then one morning, one of the cookies on the plate was missing. This inspired her and
she became more determined to reach out to Annie. Every lunch time she diligently
visited Annie to read and pray for her. After a while Annie slowly started answering her
questions and began to talk more and more each day. The woman was so impressed that
she decided to go and speak to the authorities to convince them to give Annie a second
chance on treatment. They took Annie out of the cellar and put her into a regular room
where they worked intensively with her on a daily basis.
Two years later the doctors told Annie that she could leave the institution to go and start
living a new, wonderful life, but she decided to stay at the institution. Out of gratitude for
all the love, support and dedication that she received from the Christian woman she
decided to remain and reciprocate by working with other people who suffered in the
same way she did.
Fourty years later the queen of England held a special ceremony to honour one of the
most inspirational women of the time – Helen Keller. When she was asked what she was
most thankful for and how she rose above her circumstances in spite of her blindness
and deafness, she immediately answered: If it wasn’t for Annie Sullivan I wouldn’t be
here today! It was Annie Sullivan who incessantly gave Helen love and encouraged her
by saying she was special and could rise above all circumstances in life.
Because one unselfish and loving Christian believed that a lonesome little girl in a cellar
also needed God’s love, Helen Keller was given as a present to the world.
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D.

YOU ARE SPECIAL
Once upon a time in a small town called Wenix, lived a woodcarver called Eli. He created
the “wood people” of Wenix. The carver lived on top of a hill in his workshop that
overlooked the town. The wood people weren’t made the same, everyone was different.
Some were short, others were tall, some were fat and some were skinny. Some had
short noses whilst the others had long noses, some had hats on, some were bald, but
they were all made by Eli. These wonderful wood people did the same thing the whole
day; they gave one another stickers. Every person in Wenix had a box with golden star
stickers and a box of round dot stickers that they carried with them to stick on one
another. The ones made with the shiny and pretty wood received a golden star sticker,
but the ones with the cracked, dirty wood received a round dot sticker.
Some of them could carry wood above their heads while others could
jump high over boxes and for that they would receive a golden star.
Some had stars all over them, and every time they received more they
felt even better and more proud of themselves. Then they wanted to
do more and more things just to get more star stickers. Some of them
couldn’t do so well and they received dot stickers; Punchinello was one
of those wood people who would fall as he tried to jump high.
Everybody then gave him a dot. Every time he fell, he scratched his
wood and then other wood people would give him even more dots
because of the ugly marks on him. When he tried to explain how he felt everything came
out sounding silly and foolish, so they gave him even more dots. After a while he had so
many dots that he resented going outside.
He was so fearful that he would forget to care for his wood and step into the mud or fall
and all the other wood people would stick more dots on him. He had so many that when
the others saw him they would even stick some more dots on him just for the fun of it.
“You deserve more dots!” they said, “You are not a good Wenix!” After a while
Punchinello believed them. When he had the courage to venture outside he stood with
the others who also had many dots. As he was standing there they gave him even more
stickers just for standing with them, but in their company he felt a little better.
Then one day he met one of the Wenix’s wood people who was different from all the
others. Her wood was clean and shiny - and she had no star sticker or dots on her. Her
name was Lucia and her lack of sticker wasn’t because no-one tried to give her any but
the stickers they gave wouldn’t stick at all. Those who saw how clean and shiny her
wood was, tried to give her a golden star sticker, but the sticker immediately fell off.
“This is how I want to be,” said Punchinello. “I do not need anybody’s remarks or
stickers!” He asked Lucia how she did it. “It’s easy,” said Lucia, “I visit Eli every day”.
“Eli?” Punchinello asked. “Yes, Eli the woodcarver. I go and sit with him in his workshop
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every day.” “Why?” Punchinello asked. “Why don’t you go and find out for yourself?”
asked Lucia. “Go right up the hill and you will find him there.” Lucia said before she
turned around and skipped away.
“What if he doesn’t want to see me?” But she didn’t hear him at all, and so Punchinello
went back into his house and sat at his window looking at the other wood people
running up and down, giving one another stickers. “This is wrong,” he thought and
decided to go to Eli. He walked on the narrow path up the hill straight into the
workshop. His eyes opened wide when he saw how big everything was. The chair was
higher than his head, the hammer longer than his arm and he had to stand on tip-toes
just to see the top of the table. Punchinello gulped and decided that he was not staying
there any longer and turned around to walk away. Suddenly Eli called, “Punchinello! It’s
so good to see you, come here so that I can have a look at you.”
Punchinello was very scared but slowly turned around and saw Eli with his big beard
and said, “You know my name?!” “Of course I know you, I created you,” Eli said as he
bent down and scooped Punchinello up to put him on the workbench. He noticed all the
dots and said, “It looks to me like you’ve been given bad marks.” “I never wanted this to
happen, Eli. I’ve tried very hard to get a golden star sticker.” “You don’t have to explain
yourself,” Eli said. “I don’t care what the other wood people think of you.” “Really?”
Punchinello asked. “No! And you shouldn’t care what they think of you either. Who are
they to give you, or other wood people, stars and dots? They are just like you and the
other wood people. What they think is not important, Punchinello. All that matters is
what I’m thinking of you, and I think that you are special.”
“I’m special? Why? I can’t jump high or run fast and my paint is chipped. I’m not even
clever like the other wood people. Tell me then why I’m so important to you.” Eli put his
big hand on Punchinello’s tiny shoulder and gently answered, “Because you are mine,
that’s why!” Never before in Punchinello’s life had anybody spoken to him or about him
in this way. Punchinello didn’t know what to say. “I hope you will come and visit me
every day,” Eli said. “I came because someone had no stickers on her,” replied
Punchinello. “I know. She decided she will not care what the other wood people think
or say about her. All that matters to her is what I think. The stickers will only stick if you
allow them to. When you trust in my love more and more, you will stop caring about
what the other wood people think or say about you!”
“I’m not sure what you mean,” answered Punchinello. Eli smiled, “You will soon enough,
but it will take some time. You have many dots, but you should come here every day so
that I can remind you how much I love you.” Eli picked Punchinello up and gently placed
him on the floor again. “Remember,” Eli said, as Punchinello was walking out, “You are
very special because I made you and I do not make mistakes.” “I think he truly means
it,” thought Punchinello, and just at that moment a sticker fell off his arm.
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E.

JESUS LOVES YOU!
Every Sunday after the morning service a Pastor and his 11 year old son went into town
to hand out Gospel tracts to anyone who couldn’t or didn’t want to attend church. On a
very cold and rainy day the little boy put on his warm clothes and said to his father,
“Right Dad, I’m ready.” His father frowned at him, “Ready for what?” he asked. Shocked
the boy looked at his father and said, “We must go and deliver these tracts to some
people out there, Dad.” The pastor laughed and said, “It’s very cold outside and it’s
raining very hard!” For the second time the little boy looked at his father and asked,
frowning, “But father, aren’t there people going to hell when it’s raining?”
The father peered through the window – outside the raging wind blew sleets of rain
forcefully against the window. “Son, I am not going out in this weather!” He saw that his
father was serious. Disappointed, he asked him, “May I then go and deliver these Gospel
tracts, please, Dad?” “Ok, son, but be careful and make sure it is safe before you cross the
streets.” With the Gospel tracts in his tiny hands he ran into the rain. The little boy
walked down every street from house to house to deliver the tracts. After two hours he
was soaking wet. He had only one tract left and walked to the corner of the street but
there was no one to whom he could give the last tract. He then turned to the first house
he could see and walked to the front door, and rang the bell…Nothing happened.
He rang the bell again, but still nobody answered. Once more he rang the
bell and also knocked urgently on it. He waited a while. Something was
keeping him from leaving, but he didn’t know what. He decided to ring the
bell one last time and held his breath. Then the door opened slowly, and in
the doorway stood a very sad looking woman. She softly asked, “Is there
something I can do for you, little boy?” The boy gave a friendly smile and
with shiny eyes answered, “I’m sorry if I’ve bothered you, Mam, but I’m here
to tell you that Jesus loves you very much and I came to give you this Gospel
tract. This tract tells us how much Jesus loves us.” As the little boy was
leaving her, she thanked him and said, “May God bless you!”
The next Sunday morning just before they started to sing, the Pastor asked if there was
anyone who had a testimony or anything they would like to share with the congregation.
Slowly, in the back row of the church, an elderly woman stood up. As she began to
speak, her whole face lit up. “Nobody in this church knows me. I have never been here
before. Before last Sunday I was lost because I wasn’t a Christian. My husband died a
few months ago and I felt all alone in the world.”
“Last Sunday when it was raining so hard, I felt that I couldn’t go on with my life. I took a
rope and a chair down to my cellar. I carefully tied the rope to a beam of the roof and
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climbed onto the chair. I also tied the other side of the rope around my neck. I wanted to
take my own life because I couldn’t bear the heartache anymore. I hoped that death
would take all my loneliness and pain away. As I was ready to jump, my doorbell rang. I
decided to wait a while, hoping that whoever it was would go away. I waited and waited
but this person wouldn’t leave and rang the bell again. He even knocked loudly on the
door. I thought to myself, ‘Who could it be? Nobody ever comes and visits me or even
rings the bell.’ I then untied the rope around my neck and slowly walked to the front
door.
“When I opened the door I could not believe my eyes. Right in front of me stood this
cute little boy. He had the most beautiful smile. The words he said to me made my heart
beat faster and faster. It is indescribable, ‘Mam, I just want to say that Jesus loves you.’
Then he gave me this tract that I have in my hand right now. Because of the address on
this tract I could find my way to your Church. After he left, I went down to the cellar and
untied the rope from the beam and put away the chair.
“I do not need it any more. I received Jesus Christ as my Lord and Saviour. I’m a child of
God now. I just personally want to say thank you that God sent a little angel to save my
life and rescue me from an eternity in hell.”
There was nobody in church that didn’t cry and everybody praised God. The Pastor
stepped down from the pulpit to the front row where the little angel sat, picked him up,
hugged him and cried. That church was so blessed that Sunday morning and the world
hadn’t seen a father that loved his son so much and so deeply… except one. That Father
also sent His Son into the dark world to knock on the door of your heart to bring
salvation to you. All of Heaven rejoices.

F.

THE STORY OF VICTORIA BECKHAM
She also wrote a book about the story of her life
“Learning to Fly”
As a child Victoria was maladjusted. Her teachers and schoolmates thought she was
blundering mentally, but she believed in herself and her dreams. At the age of 6 she said
her teacher was nasty; she was like an evil witch. Everybody got a star when they
finished reading their first book but the teacher made Victoria read her book for a
second time before she could get a star.
Victoria said, “I’m 6 and not old enough yet to hate, but I hate my teacher. My teacher
said to me that I’m mentally backwards and needed to attend remedial classes. The
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worst of all this was that she banished me to the back row of the classroom so that I
wouldn’t have a bad influence on the other children in the class.”
Compared to the primary school, high school pure was hell. “From the
first day I was an outsider, nobody wanted to sit next to me. At break
time I was all alone, nobody chose me to be on their hockey team.
Another reason why I didn’t have friends was pimples; they said I was
the ugly duckling with the pimples. Some children scorned me, to them I was an outcast
because I have a ‘Black’s nose’ and a dark skin.”
After high school Victoria went to Larne’s Drama College. There a girl told her that she
was so fat that she had to be dragged in by airplane. She was also told that she had to use
an elevator to get on stage. After a while she joined a group named the Spice Girls and
today she has the world at her feet. The company that had permission to take photo’s at
her wedding paid R13 million for the privilege. Throughout her youth she held onto her
dream and it became a reality.

G.

THE PAINTING
A rich man and his son loved to gather valuable and scarce paintings. They had
everything in their collection, from Picasso right up to Rembrandt. They spent time
together to admire their paintings. With the outbreak of the Vietnam conflict the son
went to fight in the war; he was a strong and brave leader but died while he was trying
to save another soldier’s life. The authorities notified his father and sent him his
belongings; he was heartbroken by the death of his only son.
Just before Christmas, a month after his son’s death, there was a knock on his door. A
young man was standing there with a big package in his hand. He said, “Sir, you do not
know me, but I am the soldier for whom your son gave his life. He saved many lives that
day and was busy carrying me to safety when a bullet struck him in the heart and he
died instantly. He talked a lot about you and your passion for art.” The young soldier
then held the parcel towards the father and said, “I know I’m not a big or good artist, but
I know in my heart that your son would like you to have this.”
The father opened the parcel. It was a painting of his son, painted by this young man.
He stared in amazement at the beautiful expression and features that this young man
painted. The father was so moved by the expression in the eyes of his son that tears
welled up in his own eyes. He then thanked the young man and offered to buy the
painting from him. ”O no, Sir, I can’t take money from you. What your son did for me,
was priceless. This is a present for you.” The father had tears in his eyes and thanked the
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young man again. He took the painting inside and hung it above the fireplace in the
living room.
Everyone who came and visited him saw this painting before he would take them to look
at the other paintings. The father died a few months after receiving the painting and a
big auction was arranged in order to sell all the paintings the father and the son had,
because there were no other heirs. Many influential people from all over the world
came together, excited by all the rare, valuable paintings and the opportunity to buy one
or two for their own collections. On a three-legged stand on the platform was the
painting of his son, the auctioneer hit his mallet on the table and so the auction began.
“First we shall begin with the painting of the young son. Who will open the bid?” There
was silence. A voice came from the back of the room, shouting, “We want to see the
famous and rare paintings, leave that one.” But the auctioneer persisted, “Who will bid
on this painting, who will offer me R100-R200?” Another voice shouted, “We didn’t
come here for ordinary, sentimental paintings; we came here for the Van Gogh’s and the
Rembrandts! Please go on with the real auction!”
Still the auctioneer persisted, ‘The son! Who wants to take the son?” Finally a voice
came from the back of the room. It was the voice of the faithful gardener who had
worked for the father and son for many years. “I shall give you R10 for the painting.” He
was so poor that it was all he could offer. “We have R10; who will give me R20?” Then
someone shouted, “Just give him the painting, please, so that we can go on with the other
paintings!” “R10 is the bid… Anyone R20?” The people became angry, as they weren’t
interested in the cheap painting of the young boy. They wanted to invest in the valuable
paintings for their collection.
The auctioneer hit the table with his mallet and said, “Going once, going twice, SOLD!” A
man in the second row then said, “Well, now we can move on to the real valuable
paintings. Putting his mallet down, the auctioneer answered, “Sorry, but the auction is
over.” The people shouted, “But what about all the other paintings?”
“I’m sorry, but when I was called for this auction, they pointed out a secret stipulation in
the last will and testament; I wasn’t allowed to say anything until now. Only the painting
of the young boy was allowed to be auctioned and whoever bought the painting
inherited the buildings, the paintings and all the owner’s other possessions. The person
who takes the painting of the young boy receives everything else.”
God gave his son 2000 years ago to die a cruel death for you and me on the Cross. Just
like the auctioneer had said – “The son, the Son! Who will take the Son, who takes the
Son, inherits and receives everything else!”
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H.

THE PIANO DUET
To inspire her son to take piano-lessons a young mother took him to a piano recital in
the city. After they sat down she saw an old acquaintance of hers and quietly stood up
and went over to quickly greet her. The young boy decided also to go and scout his
surroundings and before he knew it he entered the door with the “No Entry” sign.
As the lights in the auditorium dimmed so that the concert could begin, his mother went
back to her seat. With a shock she realized that her son was gone. Suddenly the curtains
opened and the spotlight shone on the piano and to her surprise she saw her son sitting
at the piano, innocently playing “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star”.
At that moment the maestro came on stage and sat next to the boy;
he whispered in his ear to keep on playing. Silently he leaned over
the boy and began to fill in the bass notes with his left hand. The
song could have been a catastrophe, but together they played a
creative, wonderful rendition of the nursery song.
The audience was so captivated that afterwards many of them could hardly recall the
rest of the concert, but only the classical, memorable “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star”.
Maybe it’s the same with God. What we try to accomplish in life may seem insignificant
and even though we try our best the outcome is not always what we want, but with the
helping hand of God our lives can be complete. All that God wants is of us to be willing.
The next time you decide to do a big project or lesson, listen carefully and prayerfully
and maybe you will hear God’s voice encouraging you to KEEP GOING. Do not stop, feel
His strong, loving arms around you and experience His Hands turning your faulty
attempt into a classical, perfect masterpiece.
Remember God did not call the equipped but equipped the called. True success and life
are measured by all the lives you touched as opposed to all those things you achieved.
So reach out to someone. May you always feel the hand of our Heavenly Father in your
work.

I.

THE KING’S SEED
An aged King, somewhere in the Far East, decided to choose his successor. He decided
not to choose one of his children or his assistants as was customary. He called all the
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children of the Kingdom to appear in front of his throne and told them, “It’s time for me
to choose my successor and I have decided to choose one of you.” The children were
shocked. But the King continued, “I’m going to give each of you a very special seed
today. I want you to go and plant the seed and a year from today you must come back
with a small plant that you’ve grown from this seed. I shall then judge your plants and
the one I choose, shall be the new King.”
A boy named Ling was among the children that day, and just like the other children he
also received a seed. Ling went home and excitedly told his Mother all that transpired.
She helped Ling to find a pot in which to plant the seed. He carefully watered the seed
every day and looked to see if the seed had started growing. After three weeks all the
other children were talking about their plants that had come up and started to grow.
Ling watched his plant carefully but nothing happened. The weeks went by; four weeks,
five weeks, and still nothing. By that time all the children talked about their plants, but
at Ling’s home there still was nothing. He felt like a failure. Six months went by and still
there was no sign of life from Ling’s seed. He simply thought that he possibly destroyed
the seed with all the water. All the other children had young trees and plants, but his
didn’t even germinate. Ling didn’t say anything to the other children but stayed at home
and patiently waited for his seed to germinate and grow.
The year went by and it was time for all the children of the kingdom take their plants to
the King. Ling had nothing to show, but his mother said that he must be honest about
what had happened to his seed. Ling was sick and miserable but he knew his Mother
was right. He then took his empty pot and went into the palace. His eyes widened when
he saw all the different plants that the other children had grown. They were beautiful
and they had all colours and shapes. Ling then put his pot on the ground. The other
children laughed at him, some felt sorry for him and sarcastically said, “Nice attempt.”
When the King arrived, all the children greeted him as his eyes wandered through the
hall. Ling tried to keep out of sight and sat at the back of the hall.
“My word, what beautiful plants, trees and flowers you have grown! Today one of you
will be pointed as the new King.” Suddenly his eyes caught sight of Ling at the back of
the hall with his empty pot. He immediately ordered his guards to bring Ling to him.
Ling was frightened and feared for his life. The King saw that Ling had failed and asked
for his name as he was standing in front of the him. Ling fearfully uttered his name,
“Ling.”
The King then silenced everybody, looked at Ling and said to the whole crowd, “Look at
your new King! His name is Ling.” Ling couldn’t believe it, he could not even grow his
seed; how could he be the new King? The King answered, “One year
ago I gave all of you a seed and told you to go and plant and water
your seed and bring it back today, but I gave you all cooked seeds
and all of you brought me plants and flowers, except Ling. When
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you saw that your seed wouldn’t grow you replaced it with another seed. Ling was the
only one who was courageous and honest to bring me his pot and dead seed, that is why
he is going to be the new King.”
When you plant Honesty – you harvest Trust
When you plant Goodness – you harvest Friends
When you plant Humbleness – you harvest Greatness
When you plant Hard Work – you harvest Success
When you plant Faith – you harvest Miracles
Be careful of what you sow because that will determine what you harvest tomorrow.

J.

THE TWO POTTERY WATER JARS
Once there was a water carrier in India who carried two water jars with a pole across his
shoulders. One of the jars had a crack and the other one was whole and in perfect
condition. This jar could hold all of its water and could fully provide in the goal it was
made for. Every day at the end of the dusty road, from the little stream to the house, the
cracked jar held only half its water. For more than two years the water carrier carried
on like that, and only brought one and a half jars of water home. The perfect jar felt selfsatisfied because of its excellent potential and strength. After all, this was what it was
made for.
Needless to say, the cracked jar was very shy, downhearted and depressed
because it could only use half its potential and could only carry half of the
water for which it was made. One day the cracked jar couldn’t keep quiet
about its defect any longer and decided to speak to its master, the water
carrier and said: “My owner…Umm Master! I cannot keep quiet any more.
It’s been so long that you have used me to carry water from the little
stream to your home and I am so ashamed for doing only half of the work
for which I was made. I am very sorry that I can’t do my work as well as the
other jug. Please forgive me for all the hard work and toil you put into carrying me
home from the little stream and getting only half of the water in the end.” The water
carrier looked at the jug with calm compassion and said, “Did you notice that there are
flowers on your side of the road, and not on the other side as well? Because I knew
about your crack I decided to plant seeds on your side and every day as we walked back
home you watered the seeds. For two years there were beautiful flowers which I could
pick and put on my table. Without your crack and your shortcomings I would not have
had any flowers with which to decorate my home.”
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People are all like the cracked jug. Every one of us has our own faults and shortcomings.
We shouldn’t feel that we are too frail, small or weak in faith to do something for God
but must accept one another just as we are, because we are only the clay and God is the
potter. To live with your weaknesses and shortcomings through God’s love, we can
brighten other people’s lives too.
God does not want perfect people, but uses cracked and imperfect people who are
willing. We must always realize that we are nothing without God; He is everything!

K.

THE BOOK AND THE THREE KNIGHTS
Long, long ago there was a King in a faraway land. He was a good and loving King. One
day all the people in the castle gathered to greet three brave heroes who were the king’s
knights. They were sent on a journey to prove their knighthood. The King was standing
on the balcony that overlooked the inner courtyard to greet them. He loved them like he
loved his own sons.
As he was saying goodbye to them he gave each one a book that he personally signed
and commanded them to read and study it every day. And so they went on their way.
One year later all the people gathered again to welcome back the knights from their
journey. The trumpets sounded and the first knight entered the hall with his arms full of
swords from the enemies whom he had defeated. He laid them down at the King’s feet
and said, “These are the swords of all your enemies I killed. In defeating them, I gained a
name for myself.” The King asked the knight if he had read the book he gave him. The
knight answered, “I forgot because I was too busy fighting.”
Then the second knight entered the hall and with him were big bags of gold and
treasures which he put at the king’s feet, saying, “I received great glory and honour and
I’m famous for my wealth.” The king then asked the knight the same question, “Did you
read the book I gave you?” The knight just laughed and said, “My good king, I did, but
your methods, proposals, love and friendliness couldn’t overcome the world. I had to
fight very hard to get these riches and fame.”
Then the third knight entered the hall. His clothes were very dirty and he looked terrible
as he knelt at the king’s feet, making no mention of glory and riches. He began to speak,
saying: “O my king, outside the gates are many people from faraway who would like to
meet you and see your face.”
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The king then ordered them to open the gates to let all the people in, and many people
flocked into the courtyard. An old man with gray hair walked to the front and knelt
before the king and started speaking on behalf of all, “We never knew about you or your
name until this young man came and lived among us and taught us from your book that
you gave him. He lived his life by the book, and what he had he shared with the poorest.
He never gave himself honour but took our thoughts to you, O King. We learned to love
you through him.”
The king was silent for a while, then he laid his hand on the third knight’s head and said,
“The glory and honour that you’ve earned are the glory and honour of this court alone.”
He looked at the other two knights and said, “The glory that you earned could have been
earned by anyone in the world, even my enemy.” Then he looked at the third knight
again and placed his sword on his shoulder and honoured him with the highest degree of
knighthood; Glory, Power and Honour.
You know children, God gave us His Word just like the king in this story, as a light on our
path and purpose for our life. We need to live and breathe God’s Word and demonstrate
His love to others so that we may also enjoy his rewards.

L.

APPLES FOR SALE
A few years ago a group of sales agents went to a district meeting in Chicago. They
assured their wives that they would be back before Friday evening. They arrived at the
airport a little late and ran as fast as they could with their luggage in one hand and their
flight tickets in the other. In their hurry one of the men overturned a table that had
apples on it. You could just see apples flying through the air, but they did not stop or
turn around to see what had happened. They were barely in time to catch their flight.
But one of them stopped and yelled after his friends to tell his wife that he would be
taking the next flight home. He felt sorry for the young girl whose table they had
knocked over sent all the apples flying across the floor. While his friends were going on
without him, he walked back to where the apples were still scattered all over the floor.
He was glad that he went back because the 16 year old girl was blind. She cried softly
and with tears flowing down her cheeks she crawled around the floor trying to collect
the apples.
Amidst all the rushing of the people around her no one stopped to help her. No one
cared. Everyone was late and in a hurry. The salesman knelt on the floor and helped her
pick up all the apples, put the table they had knocked over upright and placed the apples
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back into the basket on the table. As he was doing so he realized that most of the apples
were bruised. He took the bruised ones and put them into another basket. When he was
finished helping her he took $50 from his purse and said to the young girl, “Here, take
this money please. This is for all the damage we caused you. Are you okay?”
Through her tears she shook her head. He went on and said, “I hope we did not ruin
your day too much.” Then he turned around and walked away. The infatuated young
girl called after him, “Mister!” He paused and turned towards her looking directly into
her blind eyes. She continued, “Are you Jesus?” For a moment he froze and then in
amazement, turned slowly and walked down towards the terminal to get the next flight
home - that question still burning in his heart, “Are you Jesus?”
Do people confuse you for Jesus? Do people see Jesus in you? We should attempt to
become like Jesus so that we live, act and speak like Him. Lost people are blind to the
love of Jesus, His life and His Grace and Mercy. If we confess that we know Him we must
live and walk in the ways of God. To know Him is more than reciting Bible verses and
going to Church. It is to live the Word. You are the apple of His eye, even if you are
bruised through a fall. He stopped doing what He was doing and picked you and me up
and paid the full price for our bruised and broken lives when He died on the cross of
Calvary. Let us live our lives of gratitude for His life that He gave for us.

2. SKETCHBOARDING
MORE PRACTICAL AND VISUAL METHODS TO TELL A STORY…AND TO BRING THE
GOSPEL
Advantage: When one captures the attention of the children they will live themselves
into the story. Several senses of children are captivated by a lesson presentation and
therefore they will take in more and remember more about the Gospel/story and most
important of all, they will remember the central truth.
I can assure you kids are crazy about this, and you needn’t be an artist.
Stick to the Rules:

Keep it as simple as possible

Always use thick and broad lines

Don’t be scared to get dirty

“Practice makes perfect”
The most important thing is that people must be able to see
what you are drawing.
Stand next to the board so that children behind you can see
what you draw.
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There are different kinds of methods to present a drawing, diagram, plan, chart or
figure:

Draw and talk

Someone talks while you draw

Play music while you draw
Two Methods to enlarge your drawing, diagram act:
1.
Block Methods
Draw blocks over your picture, e.g. 1cm by 1cm. Then draw bigger blocks on paper
where you want to enlarge it on.

2.

Overhead Projector:
Make a copy of the picture on a transparency. Stick a big white piece of paper
onto the wall or board, trace the picture of the image that the overhead projector
shows on the wall.

3. PRACTICAL LESSONS
WHY WE USE PRACTICAL LESSONS
Objects help us to remember a lesson much longer. The object causes a focus point and
keeps and maintains their attention.
Aim of a Practical Lesson:

Children remember the lesson better

Children can apply the lesson to real life

Children have a better understanding of the lesson

It is highly effective because children see, feel and hear while learning

Old Chinese proverb: “One picture is worth a thousand words!”
I HEAR, I FORGET
I SEE, I REMEMBER
I FEEL/TOUCH, I UNDERSTAND
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Different Kinds of Practical Techniques:

Objects

Liquids

How to cut paper (different techniques)

Scientific experiments

Chemical Composition
It has been proven through Visual Presentation that the more senses one involves in
lesson presentation, the better the child absorbs and remembers the content of the
lesson.
Children capture 10% of what they HEAR
50% of what they HEAR and SEE
90% of what they HEAR, SEE and DO!
The use of objects animates the lesson presentation and assists the child to comprehend
the content. The presentation of a lesson is, however, more important than the object
and shouldn’t dominate the lesson.
First decide what the central truth is that you want to teach and then ask the question:
Can you illustrate what they must understand? Don’t let the teaching aids become a
substitute for your lesson i.e. it shouldn’t distract the children’s attention from the
central truth being taught.
Where do I get Visual objects to do a Practical Presentation?
You can use anything and find it anywhere.
A glass, water, egg, punch, suitcase, balloons, plaster, coins, money, nail, the Bible, your
voice, blackboard, a map, etc. It’s important to be creative in using objects in order to
retain the children’s attention.
Remember your best prop and teaching aid is PREPARATION. Aim for perfection –
PRACTICE! Too often we expect the Holy Spirit to do everything; it is up to you to give
your best. Read: 2 Tim. 2:15. We need to be well prepared for every lesson because
God wants to use us. He can see into our hearts and therefore we must keep our
presentation pure to be obedient to God.
Remember once the lesson has been presented the outcome is no longer in your hands;
it is now in the hands of the individual to interpret for himself what the truth is. Your
presentation should be done in such a way that the intended message is interpreted
correctly. REMEMBER WE COMPETE AGAINST TV, GAMES, etc.
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Simple Practical Lessons:
1.
Long Nail
2.
Water
3.
Oil
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Jesus is Crucified (Matt. 27:31; Luke 23:33)
Living Water / Jesus walks on water (Mark 6:48)
Elijah and the widower / Holy Spirit / Salvation (Luke
4:26; 1 Kings 17:10-16)
Candle
Light of the World (John 8:12)
Salt
We are the salt of the earth (Mat 5:13)
Bread
Jesus is the bread of life! Jesus feeds 5000 people (John
6:31-35, John 6:51-53; Mat 14:14-21)
Coin
The lost coin/The lost son (Mat 15:8-10, Luke 15:24)
Star
Star of Bethlehem (Matt 2:9)
Mud
Blind man / people made from dust (Mark 8:22-25; Gen 2:7)
Seed
Mustard seed / Salvation (Mark 4:31-32; Luke 19:10)
Stone
David and Goliath (1 Sam 17)
Money
Tithe / You are worthy (2 Cor 9:6; Rom 10:13-14)
Rope
Bound by Sin (Isa 5:18)
Red handkerchief
Sin / Blood of Jesus (Heb. 13:12; 1 John 1:7)
White handkerchief Clean stainless (Ps 51:9; Ps 103:3)
Fruit
Forbidden fruit / Love (Gen 3:22; 1 Cor 13)
Sand
Gods promise to Abraham / body turns back into dust
(Gen 32:12; Eccl 12:7)
Walking-stick
Moses and his walking-stick (Ex 4:2-3)
Watch
When God can take us in a blink of an eye (1 Thes 4:17)
Pen
Book of life (Rev 3:5; Rev 20:15)

A creative teacher has and endless source of teaching aids.
The teacher must be able to use any kind of object and turn it into a lesson presentation.
More Ideas:

A bank note - even if it is crumpled it doesn’t lose its value. Monopoly money, on
the other hand, is as false as Satan. Some people are also false but God’s Word is
always true.

2 x Candles: 1 short, 1 long. Which one is the elder? The opposite is true for
people.

Apples of different colours and sizes - people are the same inside, neither the skin
nor the pips make the apple.

An egg consists of three parts.

Flag expresses freedom

Place a crown on a child’s head – it illustrates that we are co-heir and precious to
God.

2 x paper cups: 1 filled with water, 1 empty – set them alight – the one filled with
water can’t burn.
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Read Revelation 20:15 and 21:8

Diving suit and goggles - sins are thrown into the depths of the sea

Wear old dirty clothes which you cover with lovely coat - On the outside we
appear to be clean, but on the inside we are dirty

Clean glass and dirty glass with dirty water – we wouldn’t drink the dirty water
or use the dirty glass for water. Pour bicarbonate of soda and water into the
clean glass; it bubbles over - this is how our life is in Jesus.

If we let a book with loose pages fall, the wind will blow the pages away, but if we
stick our pages together, they will stay together when the book falls. In the same
way our love for Jesus should bind us together.

THE END OF THREE TREES
This is a story of three trees that grew in a plantation deep in the forest. All three of
them had a dream of what they would become one day. The first tree dreamt of
becoming the most beautiful table where all kings could have their meals. The second
tree dreamt of becoming part of a beautiful big ship that sails around, and sees all the
wonders and wisdom of the world. The third tree dreamt a totally different kind of
dream; it wanted to remain in the forest, lifting its branches towards the sky in praise
for its Creator.
All three trees realised their dreams in a way:
The first tree was chopped down and became a trough from which animals could eat
from. BUT this was the trough in which the King of Kings lay.
The second tree was chopped down and became a fishing boat from which the biggest
Teacher of all times taught the wonders of life to all people.
The third tree was chopped down and thrown into a depot for wood. After a very long
time they finally took it turned it into an instrument of death – a wooden cross. On it
hung its Creator. This symbol directs us to our LOVING SAVIOUR.
God had a purpose for every tree – He also has a purpose for your life.
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PAPER CUTTING: Ask the children if they think it is possible for their whole body to go
through an A4 paper.
THEME:
Nothing is impossible for God
BIBLE VERSE:
ACCESSORIES:

Luke 1:37
Scissors, A4 paper

Step 1:
Step 2:

Fold the paper, lengthwise in half
While you are talking to the children, cut the paper as illustrated in the
picture – leave a margin of at least 1 cm.
Step 3:
Lastly fold the paper open and cut the paper down the middle as shown,
once more leaving a 1cm margin.
Lesson:
Have you ever been in an impossible situation? Have you ever felt that there is no end
or solution to your problems?
Sometimes we are in situations that only God can handle. Here in my hand I have a
normal sheet of paper. Do you think that your head, shoulders, body and feet could go
through this sheet of paper? (Start cutting the paper as illustrated) Start sharing on how
God can make that which seems impossible possible. In Matt 19:26 it is written “with
men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible”. It does not matter how big
your problem is, God can change it. God can make the impossible possible. (When you
have finished cutting the paper, open it, and let the paper fall over your head and
shoulders, down to your feet, but be careful not to tear the paper while doing so).
It looked impossible but there was a solution. Therefore trust in God and He shall make
the impossible possible.
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PAPER BAG
The person who presents the lesson must put a colourful piece of cloth or ribbon into
the bag while telling the story. When the cloth or ribbon is taken out it is white.
THEME:
BIBLE VERSE:
ASSESSORIES:

God washes all our sins away
1 John 1:7 1 Cor. 15:52
2 identical paper bags, scissors, glue, 2 pieces of cloth or
ribbons (1 white and 1 coloured)
INSTRUCTION:
Cut the front side of 1 bag out, take the bag and glue it into
the inside of the other bag (see picture below). It makes a secret compartment on the
inside of the bag.
Lesson:
For the illusion we are going to use a white cloth and a coloured cloth.
When Jesus went to heaven, He promised us He would come back to earth. The Bible
tells us that no-one on earth knows when He will return and that He would come like a
thief in the night.
Let’s try an experiment. In my hand I’m holding a white cloth that represents all the
Christians whose sins have been washed away. Let us put the white cloth into the bag.
(Now put the white cloth into the secret compartment, the coloured cloth is lying at the
bottom of the bag and the inside of the bag has not been shown to anybody yet).
Tell the children what is written in 1 Cor. 15:52 that we all shall be changed in an
instant; as quickly as a blink of an eye and we will receive a new body that will go up to
Heaven to meet Jesus. Our whole life will change. (Take out the coloured cloth). We
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shall go into Heaven without any illnesses, pain or oppression. It’s only going to be
joyful.
(Show the children the bag, then turn it upside down and shake it a little by holding the
side that has the secret compartment). Ask the children now if they are ready to meet
Jesus; have they already invited Him into their hearts. If there are children who didn’t
do it previously, let them do it then immediately.

THE GROWING TREE
THEME:
BIBLE VERSE:
ASSESSORIES:
METHOD:

Christian Growth
2 Pet 3:18
5-6 layers of newspapers, scissors
The teacher takes different layers of newspaper and rolls them
into a spiral form. Cut 4 incisions into the top with scissors.
When pulling out the inside of the roll the tree
Begins to grow

Instructions:
Take the first layer of newspaper and loosely start rolling it until about 150 mm is left;
attach the 2nd sheet by creating a hem (fold) of 3cm at the short end of the paper (as
illustrated). Continue rolling the paper and attach the 3rd sheet in the same way. Do the
same with all 6 layers of paper. Be careful not to roll the newspaper too tightly. While
presenting your lesson take the scissors and cut 4 incisions from the top of the roll
towards the middle. Then take the inside and pull it out slowly while twisting it. (See
picture below).
Lesson:
When you accept Jesus as your Saviour then you are supposed to start growing. You
must grow just like a tree or a plant. To be a Christian is to plant a seed and to see how it
grows. (While you are saying this you can begin to cut the 4 incisions in the
newspaper)? A plant needs sunlight and water to grow. We as Christians need to read
the Bible and we must pray and also go to church and testify to grow. (While busy
talking, start pulling out the middle part of the newspaper roll. When you have nearly
reached the end of your lesson presentation the paper must be fully pulled out.)
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THE CROWN OF THORNS
READ: 1 Cor 12:23 – 32
While Jesus was on the earth He lived out an example of authority and love, which
caused so much jealousy amongst the spiritual leaders of that time that they wanted to
kill Him. They spat in His face and hit Him, they pulled out His beard and lied about Him.
He was betrayed for money. They put a crown of thorns on His head and crucified Him.
Friends, sometimes you are also going to be hurt, insulted and hated, and even betrayed
by people. Jesus Himself warned us in His Word that they would do it to us too. We
must be patient because it is a privilege to suffer in His Name. We must not be
discouraged.
Why did Jesus go through all the shame, grief and pain? Jesus loves us. He wants us to
share His love with our fellow-men. Let true love be the bond that binds us together. If
you persevere until the end you shall receive the Crown of Life.

4. BALLOONS
Children always find balloons exciting.
You can capture their full attention during a lesson or while telling a story by creating a
balloon animal. You can also use the balloons to memorize your text, tell a story or play
a game. Remember! Try to put across the central truth in everything and secure it in the
heart of the child.
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By adding a balloon your lesson presentation becomes a practical lesson and a minimum
of three senses of the child are engaged, namely: SEE, HEAR and FEEL. Statistics show
that a child will be able to remember 90% of your lesson presentation.
Advice that may help you:

Stretch the balloon once or twice before blowing it up

If you are inflating a long, thin balloon, do not inflate it to its full capacity and
allow some air to escape before tying the knot.

If you are making a few balloon “bubbles”, always turn them in the same
direction, as it helps to keep them in place while turning more “bubbles.”

Always use a permanent marker (such as the Sanders Sharpie felt tip marking
pen) for drawing pictures on balloons.

Balloons expire and should be kept in a dry, dark, cool place. Exposure to direct
sunlight and extreme heat will damage them. A good way to store balloons is in
zip-lock plastic bags; a little baby powder sprinkled on the balloons before they
are sealed will prolong their life.
Example of a practical Lesson:
READ: Phil 2:8 and 2 Cor 12:9
Items:

Balloon and a needle

Friend, it’s so easy to say that Jesus is in my heart. The Word says: What the heart
overflows with the mouth speaks of. A balloon is fragile, if it falls on grass it bursts. We,
as Children of God, must not allow other people to harm us e.g. mock, hurt, insult, tell
lies, etc. Do not give in to or believe their lies. Jesus was also mocked and insulted. If
you daily live with Jesus in your heart, nobody can break your heart, because Jesus is
more than a conqueror. The devil will do anything to make you to give up.
At this point prick the balloon with the needle.
If they mock you – take shelter in Jesus
If they insult you – take shelter in Jesus
Scripture says: if you are weak, then you are strong.
My strength fulfils and overcomes weakness
Rainbow
Inflate a red, an orange, a yellow, green, blue and purple balloon and 3 white balloons.
Tie the white balloons and plait them together like curlers. Take all the other coloured
balloons and press them next to the white ones against each other. First the red balloon
then orange, yellow, green, blue, purple and bend them all in the form of a half-moon
and press the other point into the opposite side.
Now you have a rainbow! This is God’s promise.
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Snake
Inflate a balloon, and allow it to deflate again. Pick up the balloon with your little finger
and ring finger and plait it around your fingers.
Inflate it and you have a snake - can be used in a lot of stories. Take a heart-shaped
balloon, inflate just a little bit and tie it to one end of the snake. Now the snake has a
tongue! Trample on its head. The Word says “it’s under our feet, we have authority; the
devil is a liar”.
What is your heart?
Inflate a long, brown balloon, leaving a space of about 7cm before turning small bubbles
about 10cm apart to form a honeycomb with a long tail. Inflate 5 coloured balloons and
tie them with the bubbles. Inflate a further 6 balloons, three red ones with white one
inside each of them and tie them to the long end. It should represent a crown.
Begin to talk about every colour of heart and show its relationship to certain areas of
our lives.
Purple: One day you will be standing empty-handed before God if you are depending on
your Pastor or parents who know Jesus whereas you do not.
Blue: You will be standing empty-handed before God if your heart is cold towards God
and His work and you are depending on other things and places to be spiritual or to feel
religious.
Green: You are ensnared by the lusts of the world - beautiful clothes and expensive
shoes, thinking that riches and success will guarantee that you will go to Heaven.
Yellow: You are a chicken and are afraid and shy to show people that you are a child of
God. The Word says clearly that if you deny Jesus in front of people, He will deny you
before God.
Orange: Do you have Jesus in your heart? If you refuse to accept Him into your heart
you are wasting your and my time and Jesus will turn you away.
Red and White: First tie the red balloon (representing your heart and life), as you are
still surrounded by things of the world. But if you invite Jesus into your heart and allow
Him to cleanse your heart by His blood (BURST the red balloon to show the white one)
your heart will become like the white balloon! The Word says, “Although your sins were
red like scarlet, they will become white like snow”.
Use balloons to form a cross. If Jesus and the Cross is the centre, the most important
things in your life, the world and the devil can push and shove you but Jesus will protect
you and you will always be safe in Him.
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If it weren’t for Jesus who paid the price on the cross your religion would have been
meaningless. Actually, you and I should have paid the price ourselves, but the Word
says: “GOD LOVED THE WORLD SO MUCH, THAT HE GAVE HIS ONLY SON”.

DIFFERENT WAYS TO FOLD BALLOONS
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5. GOSPEL ILLUSIONS
Gospel Illusions help you to fully capture the attention of children and they will not
easily forget your stories or the central truths the stories convey.
The Lord also said and did things that “baffled” people, e.g. a big fish swallowed Jonah
and spat him out alive three days later, Daniel in the lion’s den, Samson super strong, axe
floated on water, the parting of the Red Sea to allow Israel to cross it, manna fell from
heaven, Jesus putting mud on a man’s eyes to make him see again.
REMEMBER
God is the Miracle Worker; what we do is only illusion. The presentation of illusions is
only a tool in your hand to involve as many of the child’s senses as possible while
conveying a greater message.
Always take care that the illusion does not dominate your lesson.
Different examples:
Dirty water becomes clean - red water becomes clean
Red cloth becomes white
Seed turns into a flower
Salt disappears -paper that cannot tear (tivec)
Tear paper, fold open and whole again (intact).
Examples:
Change bag, have two secret compartments, put something in and something else comes
out.
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THE “OMO” SOAP BOX
Method:
Take a red handkerchief and put it into a soap box. Shake the box a few times, then take
out a clean white handkerchief and show the children that the box is empty.
Materials Needed:
An empty “Omo” soap box, 1 empty fast food container, 1 red and 1 white handkerchief.
Instruction:
1.
Clean the box thoroughly.
2.
Cut out the front and back panels. These panels must be cut smaller than the
original Omo box so that the fast food container’s panels can fit into the Omo box.
(fig 2)
3.
About 3cm from the bottom of the panel make a fold as in fig. 1. Glue the sides of
the box together as in fig. 1.
4.
Glue the fast food container’s panels to the bottom of the Omo box as in fig. 2
5.
The flap must be able to move easily in the soap box.
Presentation:
READ: Isaiah 1:18
“Now let’s settle the matter. You are stained red with sin, but you will be as white as snow.
Although your stains are deep red, your sins will be as white as wool”.
Lesson:
The Word teaches us that sin is red. (Isaiah 1:18)
(Hold the flap of the soap box in such a way that the box looks empty). All of us have
sinned and our sins separate us from God. (Open the secret flap and put the red
handkerchief inside). The Bible teaches us that we can be saved if we invite Jesus into
our hearts. The Blood of Jesus removes the red stain of sin from our hearts and saves us
from all sins. (Shake the soap box a few times; take out the white handkerchief)
“Although your sins are deep red, you will be as white as snow”. (Show the children the
inside of the soap box so that they can see that it is empty by hiding the secret panel
with your hand).
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6. MEMORIZING BIBLE TEXTS
To teach children Bible texts is one of the most important missions a Sunday School
teacher should have because the Word says: “I have stored Your Word in my heart so
that I wouldn’t sin against You…”
Our aim is to teach the children to apply and remember the main truth of every lesson.
To achieve this goal we are using different methods of presenting our lessons together
with the memorization of Bible texts.
We must impress upon children the importance of having the Word (Bible texts) in their
hearts. To teach them texts is the only weapon against the devil and his attacks. Every
time Jesus was tempted by the devil, He answered them by quoting from the Word
saying, “It is written…”. One of the most valuable lessons a teacher can teach a child is to
store and lock the Word in his heart.
There are different exciting methods to teach a child to memorize texts. A child must
repeat a text at least 14 times before he can remember it. The challenge is to help the
child learn the text without him getting bored.

Try the following suggestions:

Have a competition between the girls and the boys

Let them say the text like the Pastor does

Let everybody wearing the same colour of clothes stand and recite the text

Let everybody stand on one leg and jump while reciting the text

Sing the text to any tune or let them “rap” it

Recite the text in a funny way or strange voice
Such methods and games help the children to enjoy learning texts.
Creative methods for learning texts:
1.
Write the text backwards
2.
Wipe a word out every now and then
3.
Let puppets teach the children or the children teach the puppets
4.
Cut pictures out of books that symbolize the words
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5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

Write text word for word on pieces of paper, give every child a piece and let them
change places. Then they must try to line up so that the text is spelled out correctly.
Record the children’s voices reciting the texts on a CD and play it back to them.
They like to hear their own voices.
Hide some pieces of paper on which the text is written. The children must hunt
them out and put all the pieces of the text together again.
Draw a picture.
Throw a ball into the air. The child who catches it must recite the text.
Write only half of the text on the blackboard and the children must fill in the rest.
Whisper the text – telephone game
Make a puzzle of the text – shuffle the pieces and let the children rebuild the
puzzle.
Write the text without spaces between the words, so that it is one long word. The
Children must break up the word so that the text reads correctly.

7. PRAYER IN A CHILDS LIFE
READ: Deut. 6:4-9
Do it in any way, using any method, but make it exiting.
Methods to approach Prayer:
1.
Approach Prayer in an exciting way: Prayer should be an exciting, privileged
experience. Give the child the assurance that God loves him and that He cares
deeply, and that He really wants to listen to us when we pray. Children need to fall
in love with Jesus at a very young age; they must shine and glow when we talk
about Him.
2.
Variety: There can be a pattern in your prayer routine, but it doesn’t need to be
boring. Any routine gets boring when you rattle it off. They must learn to pray
with passion and must be purposeful. Try to do things differently by bringing in
variety; it will prevent praying from getting boring. The child must learn and
understand that God wants to use him to pray for others and that it is very
important to communicate with God.
3.
Remind the children of God’s Love: Let them always hear and know how much
God loves them and stress the importance of reciprocating His love by
communicating it to Him. God wants to help them, but they must ask. The child’s
knowledge about God’s infallible love is the key to unlock their desire. Learn to
know God through relationships.
4.
Encourage Children: Even if children make mistakes in their prayers, encourage
them, praise them for their courage and progress. There are people who think that
children are too young to pray to God. Just the opposite is true – a child’s faith is
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simple and pure: they believe without asking questions, therefore the Word says
we must become like children. By teaching our children to pray, we prepare them
for their adult lives and supply them with ammunition for the challenges that may
come their way. The Word says that the fervent prayer of the righteous has great
power. By teaching them to pray, we teach them to communicate with God the
Father. The teachers (and anybody else) who show the children true love and
support are assisting them in developing a sound prayer life. Just like two friends
who talk to one another and have a relationship, we teach them to develop a
relationship with God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
When children start to pray for 5 min per day it will become a habit and will
determine what they are and what they will become when they grow up.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Prayer reveals God’s favour and His plan
Prayer demonstrates God’s love
Prayer gives us access to truth, wisdom and acceptance
Prayer lets us join in true life
Prayer brings us happiness and peace
Prayer gives us power to resist temptation and to avoid it
Prayer offers us direction
Prayer helps us to solve our problems
Prayer change lives and hearts
Prayer gives answers to questions in our daily lives
Prayer makes miracles to become possible
Prayer makes the desires/wishes of our hearts come true.

We must teach our children to respect God for whom He is, from the bottoms of their
hearts and not only with their mouths.
Worship:
Through songs: when songs are sung it is most important to teach a child to worship.
Worship opens the children’s hearts, emotions and feelings and enables them to express
their feelings.
What is worship?
Worship is more than just singing or reading a prayer, more than to going to church
every Sunday.
It is to focus on who God is: Almighty, Omnipresent and Love. Real worship is to thank
God and to remember what He did for you.
The Word says in Matt 21:16: “You have trained children and babies to offer perfect
praise.”
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We must help children to understand that God is worthy to be praised even if we do not
feel like it ourselves (Ps 22:3 explains that God is living in songs of praise of His people).
Children will not experience the presence of God if they do not start praising Him.
John 4:24: “God is Spirit, and only by the power of His Spirit can people worship Him as
He really is”.
Never expect children to understand everything. Explain to them what the song says and
means.
Children need to learn how to pray. They can become unbelievable prayer
warriors/petitioners if we would only take the time to teach them. We must look at
factors like their spiritual growth and teach them not only to pray but also to listen to
God’s voice.
Teaching Them to Pray:
1.
Teach them that they can talk to God through prayer
2.
Keep it simple
3.
Teach them that God also speaks to them
4.
Listen exercises
Pray with Them:
1.
We must disciple them
2.
Disciples also need prayer
3.
How did I learn to pray? – Personally
4.
Let them hear you pray
5.
Keep it simple
6.
Do not correct them on childlike mistakes, because it is not important
Methods of Prayer:
1.
Teach them that praying can happen at any time and in any manner
2.
Do not limit their expressions
3.
Children normally have a strong faith and we can help them to use their faith in
prayer
4.
Never doubt children’s power in prayer
5.
Written prayers
6.
Drawn prayers
7.
Other methods
Talk to God:
1.
Speak to God
2.
How do I hear God?
3.
Can I hear God?

77

PRAYER
Little finger – Myself
Ring finger – People who are weak, sick, who suffer and those
who are sinners
Middle finger – Working people, my teachers, police, parents
and government
Index Finger – People who helped me to accept Jesus. Sunday
school teachers, Pastors
Thumb – People close to me. Family and friends

TYPES OF PRAYER
Little finger – I love you Lord
Ring finger – Forgive Me
Middle finger - Help others
Index finger – Help me please
Thumb – Thank you

WHO TO PRAY FOR
Little finger - Myself
Ring finger – Poor people
Middle finger - Leaders
Index finger - Teachers
Thumb– All close to me
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8. PUPPETS
There is so much that we can do with Puppets e.g.:
A Dialogue or story between puppets
A dialogue between the puppet and a real person
A Song
Puppets are a tool with which we can emphasize the central truth. When we use a
puppet it becomes a person. The puppet lives – it has a personality, a past and
characteristics e.g. shy, clever or talkative. Children live in a dream world and are more
likely to listen to a puppet than to an adult, teacher or parent. Puppet shows must
always endeavour to captivate as many as possible of a child’s senses in the learning
process.
Rules for the puppeteer:

“Practice makes Perfect”

Exercise your thumb and arm every day

Go up and down in the correct way of your imaginary staircase

Never walk upright behind your puppet box, nobody must see you

Always wear a glove when working with a puppet

When the puppets are not in use, take care that children should not see them,
otherwise you will spoil the whole fantasy. Always put your puppets in a black
plastic bag or other container.
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9. CHARACTERS AND CLOWNS
Why do we make use of characters?





Because they arrest and hold children’s attention
Children remember a lesson when using characters
Build a positive attitude
Children learn from the mistakes and misunderstandings of the characters

“A wise person learns from his own mistakes.
A wise person learns from the mistakes of others”

TYPES OF CLOWNS
WHITE FACES
Character:

Sporting, colourful, intelligent

Show things, do tricks

Manage all, know the right way of doing something
Costumes:

Bright, contrasting colours, neat
Make-up:

Primary colours on white base

A variety of colours can be used to accentuate the eyes, mouth and cheeks

Clowns usually don’t use more than three colours except white
AUGUSTE (German word for “stupid”)
Character:

Symbolizes a “stupid” person

Accentuates daily mistakes
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Never understands anything, messes everything up, is funny
Can “accidentally” give away the trick
Easy to be made a fool of

Costumes:

Colours do not match, usually bright

Clothes do not fit, too big or too small
Make-up:

Base for make-up: pink or skin-coloured

Too big nose, mouth, etc. to accentuate its “stupidity”
HOBO / LOAFER
Character:

Extreme form of happiness

Is usually depressed, unhappy, lazy and tired
Costumes and make-up:

Base must be skin-coloured

Men usually have a stubble-beard, brown or black

Women have dirty faces

Not very colourful at all
Who are you???
Your appearance gives the first impression which determines if the audience will listen
to you and respect you. This is important, otherwise the audience might ask who you
are. They key to success here is to remain consistent – stick to your character. Choose a
character that does not represent your true personality.
Something to assist you:
Clown Characters
Helpful, happy, unhappy, innocent, clever, dull, in control, strong leader, quiet, angry,
shy, young, old, needy, creative, nosey, knows everything, tease, slow, fast, grimy and
musical.
1.
Greet your audience and introduce yourself before your show starts
2.
Do not frighten the children - let them come to you
3.
Dance and make large gestures while you are singing
4.
Do not make large gestures if you are between people as you may injure someone
5.
Listen and follow the person in the lead
6.
Do not make too many experiments in your trick on stage
7.
Practice before you act
8.
Practice even if you are not going to act
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9.

Stay in your costume at all times and maintain your (clown) character when there
are people around you
10. Do not walk alone. A clown must always be with someone who can protect him in
uncontrollable situations
11. Enjoy yourself as a clown
12. To be a clown does not mean that you are allowed to misbehave
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We praise God for equipping people and giving them wisdom to compile this material to
enrich the lives of others.
The purpose of this book is to train teachers to teach children and to win them for
Christ.
One planted, one watered, but God gave the increase!
This book was translated by: Louise Rautenbach
Revised for grammar and style by: Stephane Badenhorst
The practical lessons were compiled by: Ferdie Grobler
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